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Official  statistics  in  troubled  times:  the  changing  environment  for 
producers  and  users. 

Sir  John  Boreham,  KCB,  Director  of  the  Central  Statistical  Office  and  Head  of  the 
Government  Statistical  Service 


The  following  speech  was  given  at  the  44th  Session  of  the  International  Statistical  Institute  held  in  Madrid, 
12-22  September  1983. 


“I  am  speaking  as  the  Head  of  the  Government 
Statistical  Service  in  a  country  which  is  developed,  both 
economically  and  statistically. 

Other  countries  have  other  environments  which  are 
changing  in  different  ways.  A  point  of  fundamental 
importance  (but  which  I  shall  not  mention  again)  is  that 
the  scientific  establishment  in  Britain  is  strong  enough 
to  take  the  Government  on,  successfully  on  many  issues. 

In  the  United  Kingdom  the  Government  Statistical 
Service  now  concentrates  heavily  on  serving  Govern¬ 
ment.  This  is  a  shift  of  emphasis  since  1981;  before  that, 
serving  ‘society’  (which  includes  industry)  received  more 
weight;  it  still  gets  some  weight,  but  less  than  before 
1981. 

The  reason  for  the  shift  was  that  the  Government 
decided  that  it  is  not  an  appropriate  use  of  tax  revenues 
to  provide  a  heavily  subsidised  national  statistical 
service,  i.e.  one  for  ‘customers’  outside  Government. 
Whether  or  not  to  accept  that  decision  is  the  question  I 
shall  raise  at  the  end.  I,  obviously,  accept  it,  but  some 
others  may  not. 

Statutory  exceptions  remain.  The  Statistics  of  Trade 
Act  of  1947  provides  power  to  obtain  ‘the  information 
necessary  for  the  appreciation  of  economic  trends  and 

the  provisions  of  a  statistical  service  for  industry . ’ 

And  the  Census  Act  of  1920  requires  ‘the  Registrar- 
General  from  time  to  time  to  collect  and  publish  any 
available  statistical  information  with  respect  to  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  population  in  the  interval 
between  one  census  and  another,  and  otherwise  to 
further  the  supply  and  provide  for  the  better  co¬ 
ordination  of  such  information’.  The  Population 
Statistics  Acts  lay  similar  duties  upon  the  Registrar- 
General. 

These  exceptions  illustrate  how  the  whole  system, 
which  can  be  called  the  constitution  for  statistics,  is  a 
mixed  structure,  partly  legal  but  mostly  a  matter  of 
custom  and  precedent,  that  has  evolved  as  the  result  of 
decisions  of  a  succession  of  Governments.  The  pieces 
are  therefore  not  necessarily  logically  consistent  but  it  is 
the  job  of  the  Government  of  the  day  to  make  the 
system  work  as  well  as  possible  for  current  purposes. 
More  specifically,  it  is  the  job  of  the  Head  of  the 
Government  Statistical  Service  to  make  the  system 


work  and,  as  already  said,  the  purposes  that  are 
regarded  as  appropriate  may  themselves  change.  I  have 
a  very  interesting  job. 

With  the  new  emphasis  on  serving  Government  needs, 
the  only  statistics  that  are  collected  and  processed  are 
those  required  for  Government.  Given  the  wide  range  of 
Government  functions,  that  is  not  heavily  restrictive. 
No  major  series  have  been  discontinued  as  a  result  of 
the  new  policy.  The  total  budget  has  been  cut,  by  some 
20  per  cent,  but  that  was  achieved  by  what  1  called 
‘running  risks’  with  quality.  I  believe  that  quality  has 
been  maintained,  though  we  have  sacrificed  some  detail. 
For  example,  in  our  quarterly  enquiry  into  the  sales  of 
manufacturing  industry  we  have  reduced  the  number  of 
products  separately  identified  by  some  500;  that  made  it 
possible  to  raise  sampling  thresholds  and  so  reduce  the 
burden  on  industry  and  the  costs  to  Government. 
Another  example  was  that  we  eliminated  a  second, 
clerical  check,  from  an  independent  source,  on  the 
completeness  of  export  documentation. 

The  service  continues,  of  course,  to  be  wholly 
impartial  and  is  in  no  way  eroded  by  political 
manipulation.  It  is  another  challenging  part  of  my  job 
to  maintain  the  objectivity  and  integrity  of  British 
Government  statistics.  That  is  a  well  recognised  part  of 
Government  policy  for  statistics. 

In  the  United  Kingdom  each  department  of 
Government  has  its  own  Director  of  Statistics, 
commanding  a  statistics  division  which  is  a  full  and 
normal  part  of  the  ministry.  The  relevance  of  statistical 
work  for  Government  use  is  thereby  assured;  the 
customers  for  the  work  are  in  charge,  by  means  of 
quasi-buying  decisions;  the  statisticians  produce  for  a 
quasi-market.  The  customers  are  the  civil  servants  and 
Ministers  whose  work  is  to  design  and  carry  out  all  of 
the  business  of  Government.  Their  quasi-buying 
decisions  are  to  call  for  statistical  analysis  and  advice 
about  social,  economic  and  defence  business.  For 
example,  a  few  years  ago  the  question  arose  whether  it 
would  be  effective  penologically  as  well  as  saving 
money,  if  convicted  prisoners  were  released  on  parole 
earlier  in  their  sentences.  The  civil  servants  in  charge  of 
criminal  policy  asked  their  Director  of  Statistics  to  have 
the  necessary  statistics  made  and  analysed.  The  result 
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indicated  clearly  that  the  change  would  be  highly  cost- 
effective. 

In  addition  to,  and  literally  over  and  above,  the 
statistics  divisions  in  departments  there  is  the  Central 
Statistical  Office  with  a  powerful  and  accepted  co¬ 
ordinating  function.  Concepts,  definitions,  classifi¬ 
cations,  and  to  some  extent  methods  of  analysis,  are 
kept  fully  consistent  by  this  co-ordination. 

Analysis  of  and  reports  on  statistics  are  indeed 
usually,  but  not  always,  called  for  and  attended  to  by 
the  customers  in  the  ministry  who  make  and  execute 
policies.  It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  Government 
statisticians  to  ensure  that  relevant  statistics  and 
analysis  are  brought  to  bear  on  policy  issues  as 
appropriate.  Advertising  to  their  market  in  Government 
is  something  Government  statisticians  should  do.  It  is 
not  enough  for  them  to  sit  and  wait  for  business.  They 
must  stand  up,  walk  about  and  talk  to  their  customers  - 
and  then  listen  to  them.  There  are,  alas,  few  examples 
of  success  in  this  more  positive  marketing  role.  A 
possible  one  concerns  a  stock-control  model  developed 
in  order  to  optimise  the  holdings  of  spare  parts  on 
warships.  That  was  done  on  request  from  the  Navy  and 
is  now  being  used  to  excellent  effect.  The  statisticians  in 
the  Ministry  of  Defence  are  now  marketing  it  actively  to 
the  Army  and  the  Air  Force  and  I  expect  that  they  will 
soon  achieve  quasi-sales. 

However,  the  statisticians  culture  is  to  be  painstaking 
and  to  give  careful  attention  to  precision  and  clarity  of 
detail.  That  does  not  go  well  with  emphasising  broad 
sweeps  of  arguments  and  being  unreflectively 
extroverted,  which  are  among  the  requirements  of  the 
marketing  function.  A  Government  Statistical  Service - 
and  perhaps  other  statistical  services  too  -  must  contain 
good  salesmen.  They  may  have  to  be  different  people 
from  those  who  carry  out  the  statistical  work.  But  I  am 
sure  that  a  better  service  will  be  provided  if  a  fair 
number  of  the  staff  can,  enthusiastically,  do  both  kinds 
of  work.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  a  significant 
part  of  my  intellectual  and  psychological  effort  goes 
into  trying  to  provide  for  future  needs  for  key  staff. 
There  are  about  500  professional  statisticians  in  the 
United  Kingdom  Government  Statistical  Service;  every 
year  I  plan  for  the  replacement  of  the  holder  of  any  of 
the  most  senior  and  strategic  20  posts  who  can  be 
expected  to  move  or  retire  in  the  next  five  years.  I  also 
identify  and  then  plan,  in  broad  terms,  the  careers  of  the 
10  or  so  younger  statisticians  who  appear  most 
promising.  Of  course  the  plans  do  not  work  out 
perfectly;  that  is  why  I  repeat  the  exercise  every  12 
months. 

All  of  the  statistics  that  are  collected  and  processed 
are  published  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  subject  only  to 
data  protection  practices.  They  provide  a  substantial 
foundation  for  a  statistical  service  to  customers  outside 


Government. 

The  prices  of  the  publications  are  set  so  as  to  recover 
the  costs  of  paper,  printing  (or  whatever  the  materials 
of  new  methods  of  dissemination  may  be)  and 
distribution  plus  any  special  costs  of  compilation  and 
editing  which  were  not  required  for  meeting  the 
Government’s  own  needs.  This  policy  makes  some 
publications  appear  expensive.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  policy 
which  is  difficult -or  even  impossible  -  to  specify  in 
detail.  At  one  extreme  it  is  possible  to  argue  that  all  the 
costs  were  incurred  for  meeting  the  Government’s  own 
needs.  I  am  still  working  at  securing  a  consensus 
between  statisticians  and  the  Government  about 
precisely  and  specifically  what  this  policy  means.  There 
are  some  interesting  ideas -with  most  of  which, 
however,  I  disagree  -  in  the  paper  numbered  19.3  by  Joe 
Duncan  and  Tim  Sprehe  which  was  presented  in  the 
session  on  Economic  and  Social  Databanks. 

My  problems  can  be  illustrated  by  one  publication 
Social  Trends.  Since  I  played  little  part  in  designing  it 
I  can,  without  immodesty,  praise  it  as  an  excellent, 
simple  and  graphic  description  of  the  state  of  society 
and  how  it  is  changing.  It  is  of  great  value  to  civil 
servants  and  ministers,  especially  to  those  in  one  depart¬ 
ment  who  need  to  know  about  conditions  of  the  people 
in  respect  of  the  concerns  of  another  department - 
housing  administrators  needing  to  know  about  health, 
for  example.  After  some  discussions  with  colleagues 
about  what  proportion  of  the  costs  of  compilation  and 
editing  were  not  needed  for  Government  purposes  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  no  rational  conclusion  in 
sight  so  I  arbitrarily  declared  that  the  proportion  was 
so-and-so  and  that  the  price  should  be  set  accordingly. 
The  price  that  resulted,  however,  seemed  unacceptably 
high  to  me  so  I  decided  to  treat  the  whole  range  of  CSO 
publications  as  a  set  -  to  recover  costs  over  them  all  but 
to  allow  some  publications  to  subsidise  others.  That  is 
fairly  normal  commercial  practice  but  I  will  not  tell  you 
which  publications  are  subsiding  Social  Trends,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  keep  some  secrets. 

This  is  the  present  state  of  affairs  and  it  leaves  a 
question  open.  One  way  to  formulate  the  question  is  to 
ask  whether  it  is  anyones  duty  to  try  to  persuade  society 
at  large  that  it  needs  a  particular  extension  of  the 
statistical  service?  In  the  United  Kingdom,  at  present. 
Government  statisticians  produce  and  market  (as  well  as 
they  can,  given  the  nature  of  their  culture)  their 
service  to  Government.  That  service  of  figures,  sources 
and  methods  and  analysis  is  published  and  sold,  outside 
Government  as  well  as  inside,  at  marginal  cost.  Policy 
advice  itself  is  not  published  of  course.  The  rest  of  the 
service  is  also  delivered  to  several  international 
organisations.  So  far,  so  good. 

But  it  is  left  largely  to  political  parties,  pressure 
groups,  the  media,  together  with  universities  and 
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research  institutes,  to  urge  the  need  for  other  statistics 
and  other  analyses. 

Is  this  satisfactory  or  should  the  Government  help  in 
urging  the  need?  The  potential  customers  for  this  wider 
service  are  the  same  parties,  groups,  media,  universities 
and  research  institutes,  together  with  a  fairly  small 
number  of  politically  aware  individuals.  In  the  United 
Kingdom  now  they  are  left  to  create  the  market  by 
means  of  their  buying  decisions.  The  universities  and 
research  institutes  supply  the  market  which  they  have 
helped  to  create.  Some  of  the  money  comes  from  tax 
revenues  indirectly  through  the  Social  Science  Research 
Council  but  more  comes  from  the  foundations,  parties, 
groups  and  the  media  themselves.  It  all  feels  rather 
circular,  as  if  money  is  being  taken  out  of  one  pocket 


and  put  into  another. 

Another  formulation  of  the  question  that  I  am 
leaving  open  today  is  whether  there  is  anything  in  the 
technology,  cost  structure  and  practicable  pricing 
mechanisms  of  a  statistical  service  to  all  the  customers 
outside  Government  which  means  that  the  market 
mechanism  I  have  just  described  cannot  produce  a  least- 
bad  outcome?  It  is  implicit  in  present  policy  in  the 
United  Kingdom  that  there  is  not.  But  some  customers 
may  feel  otherwise,  particularly  if,  like  industry  itself, 
they  spend  their  own  money  on  completing  forms  for 
the  Government.  This  form  of  the  question  is  to  ask 
whether  or  not  the  statistical  service  to  society  not 
required  by  the  Government  is  a  ‘public  good’  in  the 
strict  economists  sense.” 


CSO  PUBLICATIONS 


Blue  book 

NATIONAL  INCOME 
AND  EXPENDITURE 

The  essential  data  source  for  everyone 
concerned  with  macro-economic  policies 
and  studies. 

Prepared  by  the  CSO  in  collaboration 
with  other  government  departments  and 
the  Bank  of  England,  the  Blue  Book 
contains  estimates  of  the  national 
product,  income  and  expenditure  for  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  covers  industry,  input 
and  output,  personal  sector,  companies, 
public  corporations,  central  and  local 
government,  capital  formation  and 
financial  accounts.  Tables  contain  up  to 
22  years'  data  and  there  are  definitions 
and  detailed  notes. 

1983  Edition  price  £13.95  net 


Pink  book 

UNITED  KINGDOM 
BALANCE  OF  PAYMENTS 

What  are  our  total  transactions  with  the 
rest  of  the  European  Community?  What 
are  the  UK's  overseas  assets  and 
liabilities?  Can  the  North  Sea  oil  and  gas 
contribution  to  the  balance  of  payments 
be  identified?  The  answers  are  all  in  the 
Pink  Book. 

The  Pink  Book  is  the  basic  reference  book 
for  balance  of  payments  statistics  with 
data  for  the  previous  eleven  years.  It 
provides  detailed  information  on  visible 
trade,  invisibles,  investment  and  other 
capital  transactions  and  official  financing 
as  well  as  sections  on  specific  aspects  of 
the  balance  of  payments. 

1983  Edition  price  £9.95  net 


CSO  publications  are  available  from  the  addresses  given  on  the  back  cover 
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The  Data  Protection  Bill:  what  it  will  mean  for  statistical  and  other  t 
data  users  f 

Ashley  Tebbutt,  Statistician,  Central  Statistical  Office  \ 


This  article  describes  the  main  features  of  the 
forthcoming  legislation  on  data  protection  and 
examines  some  of  the  implications  for  the  handling  of 
statistical  data.  It  begins  with  the  framework  of  the  Bill, 
covers  definitions  of  key  terms  used  and  describes  the 
eight  general  principles  which  underlie  the  proposed 
scheme  for  data  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Some  examples  of  statistical  data  files  are  considered 
which  provide  a  useful  introduction  to  registration  and 
the  register  of  data  users.  The  powers  of  the  Registrar 
and  the  rights  of  data  subjects  together  with  brief  details 
of  exemptions  are  also  included.  Finally  the  article 
describes  the  transitional  arrangements  that  will  apply 
before  the  Act  comes  fully  into  operation  and  offers  a 
number  of  practical  considerations  in  complying  with 
the  Bill  when  it  is  enacted. 

Introduction 

Much  has  been  written  and  discussed  about  data 
protection  in  the  past  decade  or  so.  The  Report  of  the 
Younger  Committee  on  Privacy  (Cmnd  5012)  published 
in  1972  led  to  the  1975  White  Paper:  Computers  and 
Privacy  (Cmnd  6353)  with  its  supplement  Computers: 
Safeguards  for  Privacy  (Cmnd  6354)  and  this  was 
followed  in  1978  by  the  Report  of  the  Data  Protection 
Committee  chaired  by  Sir  Norman  Lindop  (Cmnd 
7341).  Proposals  for  the  present  legislation  were 
announced  in  the  White  Paper  on  Data  Protection 
published  in  April  1982  (Cmnd  8539)  and  the  Data 
Protection  Bill  was  first  published  in  December  1982. 
The  Bill  is  expected  to  be  enacted  later  this  year 
probably  by  mid-summer,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
article  (January  1984)  may  be  subject  to  further 
amendment  during  its  continuing  Parliamentary  stages 
over  the  coming  months. 

Framework  of  the  Bill 

The  Bill  is  intended  to  implement  the  proposals  set  out 
in  the  White  Paper  on  Data  Protection  (Cmnd  8539) 
and  to  enable  the  United  Kingdom  to  ratify  the 
‘European  Convention  for  the  Protection  of  Individuals 
with  regard  to  Automatic  Processing  of  Personal  Data’. 
The  Bill  establishes  a  ‘Data  Protection  Registrar’,  who 
will  maintain  a  register  of  personal  data  users  and 
computer  bureaux  and  have  powers  to  ensure  that 
personal  data  are  used  in  accordance  with  a  set  of  eight 
general  principles.  There  will  be  an  Appeal  Tribunal 
where  data  users  can  appeal  against  decisions  taken  by 


the  Registrar  and  the  Bill  also  gives  data  subjects  certain  ; 
legal  rights  including  a  right  of  access  to  their  personal  ^ 
data  and  in  certain  circumstances  a  right  to  ^ 
compensation. 

i 


Definitions 

The  Bill  defines  a  number  of  key  terms  but  it  is 
necessary  for  each  of  these  to  be  taken  together  with  the 
rest  in  order  to  see  the  provisions  in  their  entirety  and 
before  deciding  whether  particular  data  files  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

data  -information  recorded  in  a 

form  in  which  it  can  be  pro¬ 
cessed  by  equipment  operat¬ 
ing  automatically  in  response 
to  instructions  given  for  that 
purpose. 

personal  data  -data  consisting  of  infor¬ 

mation  which  relates  to  a 
living  individual  who  can  be 
identified  from  the  infor¬ 
mation,  including  any  expres¬ 
sion  of  opinion  about  the 
individual  (for  example  ‘is  a 
poor  credit  risk’),  but  not 
any  indication  of  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  data  user  in 
respect  of  that  individual  (for 
example  ‘I  intend  to  promote 
‘X”). 


data  subject  -  a  natural  individual  who  is 

the  subject  of  personal  data. 
Businesses  are  therefore 
outside  the  Bill  except  in  so 
far  as  the  data  may  also  be 
about  a  natural  person  e.g. 
one-man  business. 

data  user  -means  a  person  who  holds 

data,  that  is  the  data  are  pro¬ 
cessed  or  intended  to  be  pro¬ 
cessed  by  equipment  operating 
automatically  in  response  to 
instructions  given  for  that 
purpose;  and  that  person 
either  alone  or  with  others 
controls  the  contents  and  use 
of  the  data. 
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computer  bureau  -a  person  carries  on  a 
computer  bureau  if  he 
provides  other  persons  with 
services  in  respect  of  data. 
Such  services  are  said  to  be 
provided  if  a  person,  as  agent 
for  other  persons,  causes 
data  held  by  them  to  be  pro¬ 
cessed  by  equipment  operat¬ 
ing  automatically  in  response 
to  instructions  given  for  that 
purpose,  or  if  he  allows  other 
persons  the  use  of  equipment 
for  so  processing  infor¬ 
mation. 

processing  -  in  relation  to  data  this  iheans 

amending,  adding  to,  delet¬ 
ing  or  re-arranging  the  data 
or  extracting  the  information 
constituting  the  data  and,  in 
the  case  of  personal  data, 
means  performing  any  of 
these  operations  by  reference 
to  the  data  subject.  This  does 
not  apply  to  any  operation 
performed  only  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  the  text 
of  documents  (i.e.  word  pro¬ 
cessing  activities). 

disclosing  -in  relation  to  data,  includes 

disclosing  information  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  data. 

So  basically  the  Bill  covers  data  about  identifiable 
living  persons  which  are  held  and  processed  by  equip¬ 
ment  operating  automatically,  and  where  the  processing 
is  carried  out  by  reference  to  the  data  subject.  By 
‘identifiable’  is  meant  not  only  information  which 
identifies  an  individual  by  name  but  also  information 
containing  other  personal  identifiers  such  as  national 
insurance  or  membership  numbers.  But  a  person  who 
merely  stores  data  which  have  yet  to  be  processed  and 
which  he  does  not  intend  to  process  is  excluded  from  the 
definition  of  data  user.  So  too  is  anyone  who  may  have 
access  to  data  by  virtue,  say,  of  a  computer  terminal  and 
is  capable  of  extracting  the  information  constituting  the 
data  (one  element  of  ‘processing’)  but  who  has  no 
control  over  the  contents  and  use  of  the  data.  That  is 
not  to  say  that  the  Bill  will  not  apply  at  all  to  such  a 
person:  although  that  person  is  not  a  data  user  himself 
it  is  quite  likely  he  may  be  a  servant  or  agent  of  a  data 
user  and  as  such  will  therefore  have  certain 
responsibilities  arising  out  of  the  Bill. 


The  Data  Protection  Principles 
At  the  heart  of  the  Data  Protection  Bill  are  eight  general 
principles  governing  the  collection  and  use  of  personal 
data,  the  quality  of  those  data,  the  purposes  to  which 
the  data  shall  be  put,  the  right  of  data  subjects  to  obtain 
access  to  data  relating  to  them,  and  the  need  for 
appropriate  security  measures  to  protect  personal  data. 
The  principles  are  derived  from  the  Council  of  Europe 
Convention  on  Data  Protection  (one  object  of  the 
legislation  is  to  enable  the  United  Kingdom  to  ratify  the 
Convention),  and  the  Registrar  will  be  charged  with 
overseeing  the  observation  of  these  principles.  All  of  the 
principles  will  apply  to  personal  data  held  by  data  users 
but  only  the  eighth  principle  will  apply  in  the  case  of 
computer  bureaux.  Schedule  1  of  the  Bill  lists  the 
principles  and  also  provides  details  of  how  the  principles 
should  be  interpreted,  in  some  cases  by  defining  the 
meaning  to  be  attached  to  terms  used,  and  in  others  by 
detailing  factors  which  will  be  considered  when 
determining  whether  the  principles  have  been 
contravened.  The  eight  principles  and  some  points 
concerning  their  interpretation  are: 

1 .  ‘The  information  to  be  contained  in  personal  data 
shall  be  obtained  and  personal  data  shall  be 
processed,  fairly  and  lawfully’. 

Here  ‘fairly’  means  was  the  person  supplying 
the  information  misled  or  deceived  as  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  to  be  held,  used  or 
disclosed. 

Information  is  also  ‘fairly’  obtained  when  the 
supplier  is  either  authorised  or  required  to  supply 
it  under  any  enactment.  So  collection  of  statistical 
information  under  the  Statistics  of  Trade  Act  1947 
will  for  example  be  deemed  to  be  a  ‘fair’ 
collection. 

Of  specific  interest  to  statisticians  is  a  further 
provision  later  in  the  Schedule  which  means  that 
personal  data  used  for  historical,  statistical  or 
research  purposes  (and  where  no  damage  or 
distress  is  likely  to  be  caused  to  any  data  subject) 
are  not  regarded  as  being  obtained  ‘unfairly’ 
where  such  use  was  not  disclosed  when  the  data 
were  obtained,  as  for  example  in  the  case  of 
information  originally  collected  for  other  purposes. 

2.  ‘Personal  data  shall  be  held  only  for  one  or  more 
specified  and  lawful  purposes’. 

To  comply  with  this  principle  such  purposes 
must  be  specified  in  the  register  and  that  includes 
statistical  purposes.  For  example  specifying  the 
purposes  directly  to  data  subjects  will  not  be 
sufficient  in  itself  to  meet  this  principle. 

3.  ‘Personal  data  held  for  any  purpose  or  purposes 
shall  not  be  used  or  disclosed  in  any  manner 
incompatible  with  that  purpose  or  those 
purposes’. 
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To  comply  it  means  that  personal  data  can  only 
be  used  for  those  purposes  which  have  been 
registered  and  similarly  disclosure  is  only 
permitted  to  those  described  in  details  given  to  the 
Registrar. 

4.  ‘Personal  data  held  for  any  purpose  or  purposes 
shall  be  adequate,  relevant  and  not  excessive  in 
relation  to  that  purpose  or  those  purposes’. 

The  Bill  provides  no  guidance  on  what  is  meant 
by  adequate,  relevant  or  excessive.  Formal 
guidance  would  presumably  be  difficult  since  none 
of  the  terms  are  absolute  concepts,  each  needing  to 
be  judged  in  context.  It  is  possible  that  the 
Registrar  may  provide  some  elaboration. 

5.  ‘Personal  data  shall  be  accurate  and,  where 
necessary,  kept  up  to  date’. 

Any  question  whether  or  not  data  are  inaccurate 
depends  on  whether  they  are  incorrect  or  mis¬ 
leading  as  to  any  matter  of  fact,  and  a  claim  by  a 
data  subject  for  compensation  will  only  succeed  in 
the  courts  when  the  data  subject  suffers  damage  as 
a  result  of  the  inaccuracy.  In  the  case  of  personal 
data  held  solely  for  statistical  purposes  it  seems 
impossible  to  imagine  any  purely  statistical  use 
causing  damage  to  be  suffered  by  any  data  subject. 

Data  which  are  themselves  inaccurate  when 
received  by  a  data  user,  either  from  the  data 
subject  or  a  third  party,  are  not  regarded  as 
inaccurate  providing:  they  accurately  record  the 
information  received,  carry  an  indication  that  they 
have  been  so  obtained,  and  if  the  data  subject  has 
notified  the  data  user  that  he  regards  the  infor¬ 
mation  as  incorrect  or  misleading,  they  also  carry 
an  indication  to  that  effect. 

6.  ‘Personal  data  held  for  any  purpose  or  purposes 
shall  not  be  kept  for  longer  than  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose  or  those  purposes’. 

There  is  a  specific  relaxation  here  for  statistical 
purposes.  Where  personal  data  are  held  for 
historical,  statistical  or  research  purposes  and  not 
used  in  a  way  that  damage  or  distress  is  caused  the 
data  may  be  kept  indefinitely. 

7.  ‘An  individual  shall  be  entitled  - 

(a)  at  reasonable  intervals  and  without  undue 
delay  or  expense - 

(i)  to  be  informed  by  any  data  user  whether  he 
holds  personal  data  of  which  that  individual  is 
the  subject;  and 

(ii)  to  access  to  any  such  data  held  by  a  data 
user, 

and 

(b)  where  appropriate,  to  have  such  data 
corrected  or  erased’. 

By  undue  expense  is  meant  no  more  than  the 
maximum  prescribed  fee.  In  deciding  whether 


access  has  been  given  at  reasonable  intervals  it  will  I 

be  necessary  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  data;  the  I 

purposes  for  which  the  data  are  held;  and  the  j 
frequency  with  which  data  are  altered.  Thus  where  J 
the  data  are  particularly  sensitive,  are  used  for  a  1 
purpose  which  is  potentially  prejudicial  to  data 
subjects,  or  are  frequently  changed,  the  Registrar 
might  judge  it  appropriate  for  access  to  be  granted 
more  often  than  where  none  of  these  consider¬ 
ations  applies.  The  correction  or  erasure  of  j 
personal  data  is  appropriate  only  when  necessary  | 
for  ensuring  compliance  with  the  other  data  I 
protection  principles.  j 

But  this  principle  will  not  apply  to  most  statist!-  | 
cal  data.  The  European  Convention  on  Data  I 

Protection  with  which  the  UK  Bill  seeks  to  ? 

comply,  acknowledged  the  special  case  of  statist!-  ’ 
cal  and  research  data  and  granted  an  exemption  ) 
from  subject  access  in  certain  circumstances.  This 
exemption  appears  in  the  Bill  as  follows: 

‘Personal  data  held  only  for -(a)  preparing  stat¬ 
istics;  or  (b)  carrying  out  research,  are  exempt 
from  the  subject  access  provisions;  but  it  shall  be 
a  condition  of  that  exemption  that  the  data  are  ' 
not  used  or  disclosed  for  any  other  purpose  and  I. 
that  the  resulting  statistics  or  the  results  of  the 
research  are  not  made  available  in  a  form  which 
identifies  the  data  subjects  or  any  of  them’. 

This  allows  personal  data  to  be  transferred  from 
one  data  user  to  another  for  statistical  purposes  , 
without  losing  the  exemption  from  subject  access,  l 

8.  ‘Appropriate  security  measures  shall  be  taken  j 

against  unauthorised  access  to,  or  alteration,  ( 

disclosure  or  destruction  of,  personal  data  and  i 
against  accidental  loss  or  destruction  of  personal  | 
data’.  j 

This  applies  to  all  data  users  and  also  to  * 
computer  bureaux  which  provide  services  to  data 
users  for  the  processing  of  data.  Two  factors 
which  will  be  considered  when  determining 
whether  this  principle  has  been  contravened  are: 
the  sensitivity  of  the  data  in  question  and  the  harm  . 
which  would  result  from  a  breach  of  the  security  | 
measures;  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  their  | 
storage  (including  the  reliability  of  staff  having 
access  to  the  data).  | 

Some  examples  of  statistical  data  files  | 

Whereas  the  principles  are  at  the  heart  of  the  Bill,  the  j 

starting  point  for  the  data  protection  scheme  is  the  ’ 

register  to  be  maintained  by  the  Registrar.  But  before  i 
describing  registration  it  is  useful  to  look  at  a  few  i 
examples  of  the  kind  of  statistical  data  sets  which  are  ) 

likely  to  exist  in  computer  systems  and  to  see  whether  j 

they  are  regarded  as  ‘personal  data’  and  therefore  come  [ 
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within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  The  examples  are  also  likely 
to  reflect  the  same  kind  of  record  structures  found  in 
personal  data  sets  generally  and  so  the  points  are  of 
more  general  application. 

Example  I 

Each  record  comprises:  -  name,  address  and  various 
non-identifying  data  items. 

These  are  clearly  personal  data,  since  name  and 
address  are  present  and  are  therefore  covered  by  the 
Bill.  Data  users  holding  this  kind  of  data  will  need  to 
register  with  the  Registrar  as  described  in  the  next 
section. 

Example  2 

Each  record  comprises:  -  code  number  and  various  non¬ 
identifying  data  items. 

There  are  two  possible  situations  here  which  can  be 
illustrated  as  follows.  Suppose  a  data  user  carries  out  a 
survey  to  1,000  persons  and  when  the  questionnaire 
forms  (having  names  on)  are  ail  collected  together,  the 
forms  are  coded  1 ,  2,  3  up  to  1 ,000.  The  code  number 
and  non-identifying  data  items  (that  is  the  responses) 
are  then  entered  into  a  computer  file. 

In  the  case  of  this  data  user,  the  computer  file  is 
regarded  as  comprising  personal  data,  even  though  the 
computer  records  of  themselves  do  not  identify  an 
individual,  on  the  grounds  that  the  data  user  can  trace 
any  record  on  the  computer  file  back  to  a  questionnaire 
through  the  code  number  and  hence  can  relate  the 
computer  record  to  an  identifiable  individual.  Again, 
this  data  user  will  be  required  to  register  with  the 
Registrar. 

However,  if  the  data  file  is  transferred  to  another 
data  user,  the  second  data  user  is  not  regarded  as  having 
personal  data  since  he  cannot  relate  the  records  to 
identifiable  individuals.  So  here  the  computer  file  does 
not  have  to  be  registered  under  the  Bill. 

Example  3 

Each  record  comprises:  -  various  non-identifying  items. 

This  is  the  opposite  of  Example  1  here  consisting  of 
anonymised  data,  which  do  not  identify  any  living 
person,  and  are  therefore  not  covered  by  the  Bill  and 
hence  do  not  require  to  be  registered. 

Registration 

The  register  to  be  maintained  by  the  Registrar  will 
provide  one  of  the  means  by  which  the  United  Kingdom 
will  be  able  to  ratify  the  Council  of  Europe  Convention. 
It  will  do  so  by  meeting  the  obligation  laid  down  in 
Article  8a  of  the  Convention  to  ensure  that  persons 
should  be  able  to  establish  the  existence  of  an 
automated  data  file,  its  main  purposes  and  the  identity 
and  location  of  the  controller  of  the  file.  As  a 
consequence  the  public  will  therefore  be  able  to  consult 
the  register  and  discover  the  uses  to  which  automated 
personal  data  are  put  by  data  users.  The  other  main  use 


of  the  register  is  as  a  tool  for  the  Registrar  in  his 
function  of  overseeing  compliance  with  the  legislation 
and,  in  particular,  observance  of  the  data  protection 
principles. 

All  data  users  who  hold  personal  data  will  be  required 
to  register  with  the  Registrar.  Each  registration  will 
comprise: 

(a)  name  and  address 

(b)  a  description  of  the  personal  data  to  be  held, 
and  of  the  purpose  or  purposes  for  which  the 
data  are  to  be  held  or  used 

(c)  a  description  of  the  source  or  sources  from 
which  the  data  user  intends  or  may  wish  to 
obtain  the  data 

(d)  a  description  of  any  persons  to  whom  the  data 
may  be  disclosed. 

(e)  the  names  or  a  description  of  any  countries  or 
territories  outside  the  United  Kingdom  to 
which  the  data  may  be  transferred. 

(0  one  or  more  addresses  where  requests  from 
data  subjects  requiring  access  should  be  sent. 

In  addition,  for  each  registration  a  fee  will  be  payable 
and  this  may  also  be  the  case  for  subsequent 
amendments.  General  ‘descriptions’  will  be  permitted 
for  each  of  (b)  to  (e)  above.  There  are  no  details,  at  the 
moment,  of  registration  forms  themselves  but  the 
Registrar  will  have  powers  to  specify  the  form  in  which 
applications  for  registration  can  be  made.  Because  of 
the  part  it  plays  in  the  scheme,  it  will  be  a  criminal 
offence  to  operate  as  a  data  user  without  registering. 

Applicants  for  registration  who  hold  personal  data 
for  more  than  one  purpose  will  be  entitled  to  either 
submit  a  single  application  or  to  make  separate 
applications,  when  they  wish  to  do  so,  in  respect  of  any 
or  each  of  those  purposes.  In  the  former  case  the 
application  might  make  separate  mention  of  each 
purpose  or  summarise  these  purposes  into  a  more 
general,  composite  purpose.  However  the  Registrar  will 
be  able  to  refuse  an  application  when  he  considers  the 
ensuing  register  entry  would  provide  insufficient  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  matters  to  which  it  relates  or  where  he 
considers  a  breach  of  the  principles  is  likely.  Such  a 
refusal  may  result  in  more  information  being  supplied 
or  additional  applications  for  registration  being  made. 

In  deciding  whether  to  submit  a  single  application  or 
a  number  of  separate  applications,  applicants  are  likely 
to  have  in  mind  both  the  fact  that  a  separate  registration 
fee  will  be  payable  for  each  application  and  also  the  fact 
that  a  separate  application  for  subject  access  will  have 
to  be  made  in  respect  of  each  register  entry.  It  will  there¬ 
fore  not  necessarily  be  in  the  interests  of  a  user  holding 
data  for  widely  differing  purposes  to  make  a  single 
registration  since,  on  an  application  for  subject  access, 
he  may  have  to  search  his  entire  range  of  systems  for 
data  relating  to  the  person  concerned,  and  for  which 
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only  one  fee  would  be  paid. 

The  implication  here  for  statistical  users  in  particular, 
where  typically  a  number  of  surveys  or  projects  are 
likely  to  exist  at  any  one  time,  is  that  it  will  not  be 
essential  to  separately  register  each  individual  survey  or 
project.  On  the  other  hand  there  may  well  be 
considerations  of  the  kind  already  mentioned  that 
would  encourage  a  data  user  -  particularly  one  with  a 
number  of  large  systems  -  to  make  more  than  one  appli¬ 
cation.  One  other  factor  might  be  a  data  user’s  wish  to 
separate  the  registration  of  those  of  his  systems  where 
a  right  to  subject  access  will  exist  from  those  where  it 
will  not. 

Powers  of  the  Registrar 

The  Bill  provides  certain  powers  for  the  Registrar.  One 
has  been  mentioned  already — the  power  to  refuse 
applications  for  registration — but  there  are  others, 
namely  the  issuing  of  enforcement,  deregistration  and 
transfer  prohibition  notices  with  the  data  user  enjoying 
a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Data  Protection  Tribunal.  One 
other  power  is  only  available  through  application  to  the 
courts. 

As  to  the  issuing  of  notices,  if  the  Registrar  is  satisfied 
that  a  registered  user  has  contravened  any  of  the 
principles  he  may  serve  him  with  an  enforcement  notice 
which  will  specify  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  ensure 
compliance.  If  this  does  not  work  or  is  thought  unlikely 
to  work  then  the  Registrar  can  serve  a  deregistration 
notice  which  will  then  mean  the  data  user  will  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  if  he  continues  to  process  personal  data 
while  unregistered.  Similarly  if  a  transfer  of  data  out  of 
the  United  Kingdom  might  lead  to  a  contravention  of  the 
principles  the  Registrar  can  issue  a  transfer  prohibition 
notice.  However  in  each  of  these  cases  the  Registrar  will 
only  be  permitted  to  act  if  the  contravention  has  caused 
or  is  likely  to  cause  any  person  damage  or  distress. 

Powers  of  entry  to  a  data  user’s  premises  by  means  of 
a  warrant  are  open  to  the  Registrar  when  he  can 
convince  a  circuit  judge  that  there  are  reasonable 
grounds  for  suspecting  that  an  offence  has  been  or  is 
being  committed  or  that  any  of  the  principles  have  been 
or  are  being  contravened  by  a  registered  person.  The 
data  user  concerned  will  normally  have  a  right  to  be 
heard  by  the  judge  on  the  question  of  whether  or  not  a 
warrant  should  be  issued. 

Rights  of  data  subjects 

Data  subjects  will  generally  enjoy  certain  rights  subject 
to  where  the  legislation  provides  for  exemptions  as 
described  in  the  next  section.  The  main  right  is  that  con¬ 
cerning  subject  access  but  in  addition  the  legislation 
provides  in  certain  circumstances  for  compensation  for 
inaccuracy,  loss  or  unauthorised  disclosure,  and  it  also 
provides  for  rectification  and  erasure  of  data. 

The  right  of  access  to  personal  data  means  that  an 


individual  will  be  entitled  to  be  informed  by  any  data 
user  whether  the  data  held  include  personal  data  of 
which  that  individual  is  the  data  subject  and  to  be 
supplied  with  a  copy  of  any  such  personal  data  which 
must  be  in  an  intelligible  form.  The  data  user  will  be 
required  to  furnish  this  information  within  forty  days  of 
payment  of  the  appropriate  fee  accompanying  the 
request. 

The  right  to  compensation  for  inaccuracy  applies 
where  damage  has  been  caused  as  a  result  of  inaccurate 
data  held  by  a  data  user,  but  in  proceedings  against  a 
data  user  it  will  be  a  defence  if  the  data  user  can  prove 
that  in  all  the  circumstances  he  took  reasonable  care  to 
ensure  the  accuracy  of  the  data.  In  this  respect  data 
which  accurately  record  information  obtained  from  the 
data  subject  or  a  third  party  will  not  be  regarded  as  j 
inaccurate  simply  because  the  information  itself  is  , 
inaccurate  or  misleading  provided  that  when  the  data  < 
are  held  or  disclosed  the  data  indicate  that  the 
information  was  so  obtained.  Thus  data  users  will  not 
be  obliged  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  every  item  of 
information  which  they  record  provided  they  record  the 
status  of  the  information.  But  where  a  data  subject 
notifies  the  data  user  that  he  regards  the  stored 
information  as  incorrect  or  misleading,  the  data  user  ; 
will  be  required  to  include  a  ‘dispute  marker’  both  as 
part  of  the  data  held  and  also  as  part  of  any  information 
disclosed. 

Again  where  an  individual  suffers  damage  as  a  result 
of  the  loss,  destruction  or  unregistered  disclosure  of 
personal  data  by  the  data  user  he  will  be  entitled  to 
compensation  through  the  courts.  As  in  the  case  of  com¬ 
pensation  for  inaccuracy  it  will  be  a  defence  if  the  data  , 
user  can  prove  that  he  had  taken  such  care  as  in  all  the  I 

circumstances  was  reasonably  required  to  prevent  the  • 

loss,  destruction,  or  unregistered  disclosure  in  question.  I 

The  right  to  rectification  and  erasure  through  the  ' 
courts  is  in  addition  to  the  Registrar’s  powers  to  order  , 
rectification  or  erasure  in  connection  with  the  seventh  i 
data  protection  principle,  that  is  only  where  it  is 
necessary  for  ensuring  compliance  with  the  other 
principles.  A  court  will  be  able  to  order  rectification  or 
erasure  on  the  application  of  a  data  subject  where  the 
data  relating  to  him  are  inaccurate  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Bill,  or  where  he  has  suffered  damage  by  reason 
of  the  unregistered  disclosure  of  personal  data  in  cir¬ 
cumstances  entitling  him  to  compensation,  and  where 
there  is  a  substantial  risk  of  further  unauthorised  dis¬ 
closure. 

1 

Exemptions  | 

One  exemption  has  already  been  referred  to,  namely  the  i 
exemption  from  giving  subject  access  in  the  case  of  1 
personal  data  held  for  preparing  statistics  or  carrying 
out  research  (see  under  the  seventh  principle  above). 
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More  generally  the  main  exemption  is  in  the  field  of 
national  security  where  personal  data  required  for  these 
purposes  are  to  be  fully  exempt  from  the  operative 
provisions  of  the  Bill:  they  will  neither  be  required  to  be 
registered  nor  subject  to  the  Registrar’s  powers.  There 
are  however  a  number  of  other  exemptions.  Personal 
data  held  for  the  purposes  of  prevention  or  detection  of 
crime;  the  apprehension  or  prosecution  of  offenders;  or 
the  assessment  or  collection  of  any  tax  or  duty  will  be 
exempt  from  the  subject  access  provisions.  Similarly 
personal  data  will  be  exempt  from  the  non-disclosure 
provisions  in  any  case  in  which  the  disclosure  is  for  any 
of  these  purposes.  The  Secretary  of  State  will  have 
powers  to  place  restrictions  on  the  right  of  subject 
access  to  personal  data  concerning  health  and  social 
work. 

Personal  data  held  solely  for  payrolls  and  accounts 
(that  is  for  the  purposes  of  calculating  pay,  pensions 
and  other  monies  payable  in  respect  of  employment; 
and  for  the  purposes  of  keeping  accounts  of  money  paid 
and  received  and  of  goods  or  services  supplied  and 
received)  will  be  exempt  from  registration  and  data 
subjects  will  not  have  a  right  to  subject  access  or  to  seek 
compensation  for  inaccuracy,  loss  or  unauthorised 
disclosure  or  to  obtain  rectification  or  erasure;  but  the 
exemption  only  applies  where  disclosures  of  the  data  are 
confined  to  the  circumstances  set  out  in  the  Bill.  The 
same  exemptions  apply  to  personal  data  held  for  certain 
domestic  or  other  limited  purposes  that  is  personal  data 
held  by  an  individual  and  concerned  only  with  the 
management  of  his  personal,  family  or  household 
affairs;  or  held  by  an  unincorporated  members  club  and 
relating  only  to  the  members  of  the  club;  or  held  by  a 
data  user  only  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  articles  to 
the  data  subjects  and  consisting  only  of  their  names  and 
addresses. 


Steps  in  complying  with  the  new  legislation 
It  will  take  some  time  both  to  establish  the  office  of  the 
Registrar  and  to  set  up  the  register  and  for  data  users 
and  bureaux  to  adapt  their  systems  to  the  requirements 
of  the  legislation  -  particularly  so  far  as  providing  for 
subject  access  is  concerned.  The  data  protection  scheme 
will  therefore  be  implemented  in  three  stages:  an  initial 
period  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  State  during 
which  the  Registrar,  his  staff  and  the  tribunal  will  be 
appointed;  then,  commencing  on  a  day  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  period  of  six  months  when 
the  Registrar  will  be  able  to  receive  applications  for 
registration  (and  will  not  be  able  to  refuse  registration) 
and  during  which  it  will  not  be  an  offence  to  operate 
unregistered;  and  a  final  eighteen  months  in  which  it 
will  be  an  offence  to  operate  unregistered,  but  during 
which  the  Registrar  will  not  be  able  to  exercise  his 


powers  so  as  to  secure  observance  of  the  data  protection 
principles. 

So  with  the  actual  legislation  not  very  far  away  a  few 
suggestions  are  made  as  to  what  steps  data  users  might 
take  in  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  Bill: 

-  a  first  step  is  to  identify  which  data  systems  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  legislation,  that  is  contain 
personal  data. 

-having  done  that  it  might  be  worthwhile  con¬ 
sidering  whether  particular  data  files  really  need  to 
have  identifying  data  which  brings  them  within  the 
scheme.  Can  this  be  avoided?  If  it  can  it  will 
provide  a  greater  measure  of  data  protection  as  well 
as  saving  the  need  to  register. 

-  after  that  it  will  probably  be  possible  to  prepare 
the  necessary  information  to  be  able  to  apply  for 
registration  to  the  Registrar.  At  this  stage  data 
users  will  need  to  consider  whether  registration 
should  comprise  a  single  application  or  two  or 
more  separate  applications  taking  account  of  the 
various  types  of  data  systems  and  also  whether 
subject  access  will  apply. 

-  but  data  users  cannot  be  certain  at  this  stage  that 
everyday  practices  associated  with  data  systems 
necessarily  comply  with  the  data  protection 
principles.  So  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  look 
at  the  various  stages  associated  with  each  data 
system  and  to  carry  out  a  kind  of  audit -a  data 
protection  audit -to  put  each  stage  under  the 
microscope  and  identify  any  weaknesses  and 
improve  safeguards  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
principles  (as  interpreted  by  the  legislation). 

-in  cases  where  subject  access  will  have  to  be 
given,  data  users  will  need  to  look  at  procedures 
and  existing  software  with  the  aim  of  minimising 
the  cost  of  random  retrievals  of  data  subjects 
records.  For  example,  a  convenient  way  to  access 
data  subjects  records  is  to  carry  this  out  as  part  of 
a  routine  update  of  files  -  if  that  is  applicable.  But 
in  most  cases  concerning  statistical  data  a  special 
computer  run  is  likely  to  be  necessary,  and  this 
could  batch  up  requests  occurring  over  a  given  time 
period  prior  to  processing  them. 

-  attention  will  also  need  to  be  given  to  such  things 
as  procedures  for  disposing  of  data  either  in  the 
form  of  computer  files  or  associated  manual 
records  to  make  sure  that  no  personal  data  are 
likely  to  be  accidentally  disclosed. 

-  finally,  if  subject  access  applies,  data  users  will 
need  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  procedures  exist  to 
verify  that  data  subjects  are  who  they  say  they  are. 
It  would  be  a  pity  to  waste  all  the  time,  effort  and 
expense  of  registering  and  of  complying  with  the 
principles  only  to  fall  at  the  last  fence  and  give  the 
information  to  the  wrong  data  subject! 
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Statistics  Users'  Conference  on  Transport  Statistics 

A.  K.  Pepper,  Statistician,  Department  of  Transport 

Conference  sponsored  by  The  Chartered  Institute  of  Transport.  Held  at  the  Royal  Society,  London  on 
16  November  1983 


Expanding  the  range  of  statistics  issued  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transport  would  place  an  unjustified  burden  on 
those,  particularly  small  businesses,  who  supplied  the 
information,  the  thirteenth  Statistics  Users’  Conference 
was  told. 

Mr  David  Mitchell,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport,  opening  the  conference,  said  that  the 
Department’s  policy  was  to  collect  the  statistics  required 
for  the  efficient  discharge  of  its  functions  as 
economically  as  possible.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
Department  should  compile  and  make  available  extra 
figures  just  for  the  general  public  as  he  was  acutely 
aware  of  the  burdens  this  would  impose. 

Mr  Mitchell  identified  three  key  themes  for  future 
work:  cutting  down  form-filling,  giving  the  public 
improved  access  to  basic  data,  and  providing  more  up- 
to-date  information.  He  outlined  some  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  introduced  recently  by  members  of  the  Statistics 
Directorate  and  acknowledged  the  efforts  and  co¬ 
operation  received  from  many  different  organisations 
outside  Government. 

The  conference  was  divided  into  four  sessions.  The 
first  session,  chaired  by  Sir  John  Boreham,  Director  of 
the  Central  Statistical  Office  and  Head  of  the 
Government  Statistical  Service,  presented  an  overview 
of  the  practical  benefits  and  problems  associated  with 
implementing  Ministers’  guidelines  for  transport 
statistics.  Sir  Peter  Masefield,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
Caledonian  Airways  Group,  chaired  a  session  which 
considered  specific  aspects  of  Air  and  Sea  Travel.  The 
problems  associated  with  Inland  Surface  Transport 
were  taken  in  a  two-part  session  chaired  by  Sir  James 
Duncan.  Chairman  of  the  Transport  Development 
Group.  The  final  session,  an  Open  Forum  bringing 
together  all  outstanding  topics,  was  again  taken  by  Sir 
John  Boreham. 

The  following  notes  are  a  brief  summary  of  the 
papers  and  the  main  themes  emerging  from  the 
discussion. 


First  Session -Transport  Statistics  Overview 
Mr  Thompson,  Director  of  Statistics  in  the  Department 
of  Transport,  introduced  his  paper  on  ‘Government 
Transport  Statistics’  by  outlining  the  cost  savings 
achieved  by  the  Department.  There  was  now  more  use 
of  modern  computer  technology  and  improved  data 


analysis,  whilst  smaller  sample  sizes  were  being  chosen  | 
wherever  possible  following  careful  study  of  the  mix  of  I 

available  data  sources.  He  stressed  that  these  savings  j 

had  been  made  whilst  maintaining  an  adequate  basis  for 
providing  briefing  on  the  impact  of  current  policies  and 
future  proposals  in  a  rapidly  changing  environment.  He 
considered  it  to  be  particularly  important  that  policy 
initiatives  should  be  supported  by  adequate  statistics,  as  » 
‘Well  Known  Facts’  can  too  often  be  based  on  miscon-  > 
ceptions  or  misinterpretation  of  the  true  position. 

More  cost-effective  procedures  would  continue  to  be 
identified  and  implemented,  allowing  fully  for  the 
burden  on  the  providers  of  information,  whilst  ensuring 
that  the  necessary  accuracy  is  maintained  in  the  detail 
required  by  central  Government.  The  Department 
would  continue  to  improve  the  timeliness  and  general 
presentation  of  data.  Mr  Thompson  specifically  | 

commended  the  new  style  Transport  Statistics^ 
publication,  with  its  increased  emphasis  on  explanations 
and  commentary  on  the  data,  which  he  considered  to  be 
good  value  for  money.  Finally,  work  would  continue  to 
provide  integrated  basic  data  sets  reducing  the  problems 
of  comparability  between  data  series. 

‘A  User  View’  was  provided  by  Dr  Goodwin,  of  the 
Transport  Studies  Unit  Oxford,  who  confirmed  the 
fundamental  need  for  accurate,  prompt,  and  impartial 
data.  He  identified  the  major  problem  as  monitoring 
rapidly  evolving  technical  developments  within  a  new 
political  framework.  The  reduction  of  sample  size  and 
greater  use  of  alternative  sources  of  administrative 
information  inevitably  led  to  discontinuities  and 
inconsistent  data  series,  and  this  was  a  major  source  of 
difficulty  in  the  wider  use  of  the  information  provided. 
Users  would  welcome  a  general  overview  of  key 
statistics  to  assist  comparisons  of  subject  area  and 
transport  mode.  Repeat  surveys  would  be  helpful  in 
studying  many  problems. 

Dr  Goodwin  also  indicated  that  many  users  were 
experiencing  problems  with  the  new  arrangements  for 
obtaining  access  to  data,  which  he  thought  should  be  I 
reviewed.  He  was  concerned  that  confusion  over  the 
implementation  of  these  arrangements  was  unnecess¬ 
arily  reducing  the  use  made  of  the  data.  He  thought  it 
wrong  that  authorities  which  provided  assistance  to  the 
Government,  often  without  adequate  remuneration, 
should  be  charged  for  data  received  from  official 
sources. 
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Second  Session  -  Air  and  Sea 

The  first  two  papers  of  this  session  discussed  the 
statistics  available  from^  Government  sources.  In 
introducing  a  paper  ‘Ships  and  Shipping’  Miss  Ford, 

I  Department  of  Transport,  recognised  the  complexity  of 
the  subject  area  and  the  invaluable  statistical 
contributions  provided  by  the  General  Council  of 
British  Shipping  and  Lloyd’s  Register.  Shipping 
statistics  were  compiled  primarily  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  policies  directed  towards  the  effective 
I  operation  of  UK  shipping  in  the  world  market  and  in  the 
j  representation  of  UK  interests  internationally.  These 
data  were  also  used  to  assess  the  contribution  which 
shipping  makes  to  the  United  Kingdom  Balance  of 
Payments.  She  recognised  that  there  were  some  gaps  in 
'  the  coverage  of  shipping  statistics,  particularly  the  lack 
'  of  a  full  range  of  international  statistics,  and  also  some 

I  problems  of  data  compatibility  between  the  main  series 

I  of  shipping  statistics,  arising  from  important 
differences  of  coverage. 

I  Miss  Genders  of  the  Civil  Aviation  Authority, 
speaking  about  ‘Aviation’,  emphasised  the  importance 
of  a  large  number  of  relatively  small  operators  in  the 
data  collection  system,  and  the  need  to  maintain 
I  confidentiality  of  those  data.  The  complex  computer 
systems  built  to  process  the  data,  with  the  necessary 
security,  were  relatively  inflexible  and  frustrating  to 
modify  at  times  of  policy,  and  data  coverage,  change. 
She  envisaged  that  the  proposed  plans  towards 
increased  privatisation  would  increase  the  problems  for 
the  statistician,  but  hoped  that  the  recent  impetus  to 
improve  the  mutual  disclosure  of  data  between  the 
airlines  would  continue. 

The  second  half  of  the  session  contained  the  papers 
I  presented  by  users  of  the  data  and  started  with  a 

I  discussion  of  the  availability  and  use  of  statistics  in  the 

I  ports  industry  by  Mr  Walton,  British  Ports  Association, 
j  He  emphasised  the  problems  following  the  demise  of  the 
I  National  Ports  Council  in  1981  and  the  need  to  set  up 
•  a  joint  Department  of  Transport/British  Ports 
Association  team  to  prepare  the  publication  Port 
Statistics^.  He  welcomed  the  active  cooperation  and 
communication  between  the  ports  industry  and 
Government,  in  providing  relevant  statistics  from  a  new 
)  survey  which  had  reduced  the  form-filling  burden;  but 
he  was  concerned  about  what  was  seen  as  the  apparent 
lack  of  inter-departmental  co-operation  within  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  suggested  that  the  Government  Statistical 
Service  (GSS)  should  consider  promoting  an  increased 
I  inter-departmental  interchange  of  data,  particularly  for 
■  manpower  and  passenger  statistics,  whilst  ensuring  the 

(protection  of  information  once  it  was  released  outside 
Government. 

I  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  General  Council  of  British 
Shipping,  Mr  Donaghy  welcomed  the  trend  towards 

J 


more  formal  and  regular  evaluation  of  policy  decisions. 
He  considered  that  there  was  room  for  further 
rationalisation  of  certain  procedures,  to  make  more 
effective  use  of  the  excellent  data-base  produced  by 
Lloyd’s  Register  of  Shipping,  and  suggested  that  there 
might  be  a  role  for  academics  in  this  area. 

Mr  Done,  British  Airways,  was  concerned  about  the 
reduction  in  sample  size  for  the  International  Passenger 
Survey.  This  had  produced  an  unacceptable  reduction  in 
the  accuracy  of  data  associated  with  many  of  the  smaller 
ports  and  certain  routes.  He  also  described  the  many 
primary  data  sources  available  for  collation  and 
presentation  to  senior  management.  He  emphasised  that 
many  of  these  reports  could  not  be  made  available  to 
users  outside  British  Airways,  consisting  as  they  did  of 
commercially  sensitive  information.  Nevertheless  he  felt 
that  this  new  style  of  reporting  to  management,  making 
use  of  computer  graphics  and  similar  techniques,  on 
topics  such  as  traffic,  sales  performance,  capacity 
utilisation,  and  punctuality  could  be  adopted  elsewhere. 

Sir  Peter  Masefield  introduced  a  lively  discussion  by 
noting  his  personal  need  for  more  comparative  data  on 
the  different  modes  of  transport.  He  wished  to  see  data 
collected  on  such  topics  as  work  done  for  each  mode  of 
transport,  average  speed  and  average  length  of  haul, 
accident  and  casualty  statistics,  together  with  suitable 
cost  comparisons.  Various  speakers  also  confirmed  the 
need,  mentioned  in  some  of  the  earlier  presentations, 
for  improved  data  from  route  surveys  covering  origin 
and  destinations  of  journeys  for  both  passenger  and 
freight  traffic. 

Third  Session  -  Inland  Surface  Transport  including 
Inland  Waterways 

Part  I  Statistics  available  from  Government  Sources 
Mr  Johnson,  the  first  of  the  four  Department  of 
Transport  speakers  of  the  afternoon  session,  introduced 
a  paper  ‘Freight  Transport’  which  discussed  the 
statistics  of  freight  transport  activity  collected  by  the 
Department.  He  had  noted  the  earlier  interest  in 
providing  valid  intermodai  comparisons  and  assured  the 
conference  that  the  Department  did  attempt  to  achieve 
a  broad  level  of  comparability  between  aggregate 
statistics  collected  for  each  mode.  Plans  were  in  hand  to 
collect  data  related  to  mode  of  appearance  from  the 
main  road  survey  to  link  with  similar  data  from 
waterways  and  ports.  There  had  also  been  progress  in 
standardizing  the  classifications  of  commodities 
carried:  the  latest  published  figures  provided  a  break¬ 
down  of  freight  activity  by  mode  using  a  standard 
SOEC  classification.  A  further  example  of  improved 
data  collection  cited  by  Mr  Johnson  was  the  planned 
automation  of  data  collection  from  the  Traffic  Census. 
This  might  enable  axle  weights  (and  hence  total  weights) 
of  vehicles  at  the  census  sites  to  be  measured  without 
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stopping  the  traffic.  Up  to  date  ‘damage  factors’  could 
then  be  produced  for  various  types  of  road  for  use  in 
planning  highway  maintenance. 

An  overview  of  sources  of  survey  data  on  personal 
travel,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  National  Travel 
Survey  was  given  in  the  paper  ‘Personal  Travel’ 
presented  by  Miss  Wood.  She  confirmed  that  Ministers 
had  given  agreement,  in  principle,  to  a  National  Travel 
Survey  in  1985-86.  Amongst  the  ideas  being  considered 
to  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  survey  was  the  proposal 
to  change  from  a  seven  day  travel  diary  from  each 
respondent  to  single  day  coverage  from  rather  more 
respondents.  Such  a  change  would  reduce  the  burden  on 
both  respondents  and  interviewers,  while  increasing 
response  rates  and  overall  data  quality.  It  would 
however  increase  the  sampling  errors  in  many  areas; 
perhaps  to  an  unacceptably  high  level  for  data  relating 
to  infrequent  types  of  journey.  Alternative  sources  of 
information  and  possible  supplementary  surveys  were 
being  considered  to  help  overcome  this  potential 
problem. 

Mr  Dale  spoke  about  ‘Accident  Statistics’.  These 
statistics  cover  road  and  rail  travel,  where  a  major 
problem  was  the  interpretation  of  data  associated  with 
relatively  small  numbers  of  incidents.  The  statistics  had 
helped  to  provide  an  informed  public  debate  on  the 
effect  of  new  regulations,  in  particular  those  controlling 
the  use  of  seat  belts  and  the  application  of  the 
breathalyser  test.  These  data  had  also  been  used  to 
identify  the  safest  forms  of  travel,  for  example 
disproving  the  ‘Well  Known  Fact’  that  motorway  travel 
was  the  most  dangerous.  The  objective  over  the  next  few 
years  was  to  obtain  a  period  of  stability  for  all  users  of 
the  present  road  accident  system,  whilst  exploiting  the 
availability  of  new  data  from  the  automated  Traffic 
Census.  This  would  enable  officials  and  members  of  the 
general  public  to  contribute  positively  to  debates  on 
matters  of  topical  interest  such  as  new  speed  limits, 
motorcycle  regulations,  or  the  safety  proposals  in  the 
Serpell  report  on  the  future  of  the  railways. 

The  fourth  paper,  ‘Vehicle  Registration’  introduced 
by  Mr  Wilding,  discussed  the  problems  associated  with 
moving  from  an  expensive  statistical  system,  based  on 
localised  manually  maintained  registration  records,  to 
data  derived  from  an  administrative  source,  the 
centralised  computer  records  at  the  Driver  and  Vehicle 
Licensing  Centre  (DVLC)  at  Swansea.  This  change  had 
taken  many  years  to  complete  and  had  inevitably 
produced  incompatible  annual  registration  counts.  The 
recent  change  in  the  taxation  of  light  goods  vehicles  had 
also  created  discontinuities  in  the  time  series  of  new  and 
current  registrations.  To  offset  the  problems  of 
comparability,  the  DVLC  register  now  provided  a  more 
complete  and  accurate  analysis  of  vehicle  registration 
statistics.  The  Department  was  considering  using  its  new 


VAX  1 1/780  mini-computer  to  increase  the  flexibility  of 
analysis,  by  accessing  and  analysing  sample  tapes  of 
vehicle  records  extracted  fropi  the  DVLC  register. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  the  conference,  Mr  Tanner 
from  the  Transport  and  Road  Research  Laboratories 
outlined,  in  his  note  on  ‘Traffic  Forecasting’,  a  number  / 
of  studies  concerned  with  modelling  or  forecasting  road  I 
vehicle  ownership  of  use  at  the  national  level.  Although  I 
indicating  that  improved  precision  and  consistency  for  j 
key  time  series  data  such  as  car  ownership,  traffic  flow,  I 
and  fuel  prices  were  desirable,  this  did  not  necessarily  | 
imply  that  the  supply  of  statistics  should  be  improved.  I 
In  his  view,  by  comparison  with  most  other  countries,  I 
Britain  was  well  served  by  its  vehicle  and  traffic  I 
statistics.  This  reflected  credit  on  the  co-operation  I 
between  the  providers  and  users  of  the  information,  . 
which  he  hoped  would  continue  to  develop.  Mr  Tanner  ' 

ended  on  a  cautionary  note:  the  growth  of  traffic  and  | 

vehicle  ownership  depended  to  a  great  extent  on  the 
growth  of  the  national  economy  and  uncertainty 
associated  with  the  future  course  of  GDP,  and  of  petrol 
prices,  would  be  reflected  in  any  transport  forecasts 
provided. 

The  discussion  which  followed  confirmed  the  general 
disquiet  about  the  effects  of  using  inconsistent  reference  , 
frames  for  repeat  surveys.  In  particular  it  was  suggested 
that  representatives  of  the  private  sector  should  make  a  » 

more  significant  contribution  to  the  review  of  the  f 

National  Travel  Survey.  The  interest  shown  was 
acknowledged  but  officials  considered  that  it  would  be  j 
counter-productive  to  further  enlarge  the  steering  group  | 
considering  the  National  Travel  Survey.  Other  speakers  l 
also  expressed  an  interest  in  having  relevant  environ-  | 
mental  statistics  of  pollution,  noise,  and  energy  l 

conservation  to  set  alongside  other  performance  I 

indicators  for  different  modes  of  travel.  I 

Part  2  The  Use  of  Statistics  for  Road  and  Rail  j 
Transport 

The  second  part  of  the  session  brought  together  a  series  ^ 
of  papers  reflecting  the  users’  need  for  data  and 
observations  on  the  future  role  of  the  GSS.  Mr  Howard, 
Tyne  and  Wear  Passenger  Transport  Executive,  noted 
in  his  paper  ‘Public  Transport’  that  statistics  were  not 
new  to  his  industry,  but  that  as  traffic  had  declined  and 
the  wider  role  of  public  transport  in  the  social  field  had 
been  recognised,  their  use  had  widened.  Statistics  were 
now  used  to  assist  with  planning  decisions,  forecasting  I 
future  demand  and  price  trends;  operations  requiring 
indicators  on  such  factors  as  passengers  carried,  vehicle 
utilisation,  and  unit  costs;  and  social  performance.  Mr 
Howard  suggested  that  Government  may  best  be  able  to 
help  by  concentrating  its  limited  resources  on  those 
areas  of  rapid  change,  presenting  the  information  more 
quickly  and  in  a  ‘more  popular  form’. 
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Mr  Beetham,  speaking  for  the  Bus  and  Coach 
Council  on  ‘Road  Passenger  Transport’,  emphasised 
the  dangers  associated  with  misusing  data.  He  was 
particularly  concerned  that  inter-operator  or  inter-area 
comparisons  should  be  prepared  on  a  consistent  basis 
with  common  definitions  and  supported  by  informative 
commentary  and  interpretation  wherever  possible.  The 
competitive  nature  of  the  industry  was  stressed.  It  was 
important  to  continue  to  recognise  that  statistics  cost 
money,  contained  commercially  valuable  information, 
and  should  only  be  prepared  and  released  after  careful 
evaluation  of  the  requirements. 

Statistics  on  road  transport  were  not  used  widely 
within  the  haulage  industry,  which  consisted  of  a  large 
number  of  relatively  small  units  without  the  expertise  to 
use  Government  statistics.  However  Mr  Duffy,  Road 
Haulage  Association,  and  Mr  Turner,  Freight 
Transport  Association,  said  in  their  contribution,  ‘Road 
Freight  Transport’,  that  their  industry  had  come  to  rely 
on  the  solid  base  of  information  provided  by  the 
Department.  Statistics  had  been  particularly  valuable 
when  discussing  the  introduction  of  heavier  lorries;  or  in 
the  debate  on  the  allocation  of  road  track  costs  to 
commercial  vehicles.  Questionnaires  should  be  kept 
simple,  and  timely  feedback  of  summary  results  would 
improve  general  awareness  of  the  surveys  and  help  to 
obtain  a  more  intelligent  and  accurate  response. 

The  final  paper  ‘Performance  Indicators,  A 
Statistical  Aid  to  British  Management’,  presented  by  Mr 
Williams  and  Mr  Allen  of  British  Rail  provided  a  new 
perspective  on  the  use  of  statistics  in  the  widest  sense. 
The  management  problem  associated  with  moving  from 
a  geographical  and  functionally  orientated  management 
structure  towards  a  new  business  sector  based  manage¬ 
ment  approach  was  outlined.  Whilst  it  was  relatively 
simple  to  provide  data  on  costs  and  income  for  the 
whole  of  British  Rail,  it  was  much  more  difficult  to 
present  meaningful  data  for  a  component  part  of  the 
system  which  would  help  that  part  of  the  railway 
business  meet  the  different  objectives  given  to  it.  The 
use  of  a  hierarchical  structure  of  performance 
indicators,  enabling  performance  trends  to  be  measured 
in  a  comprehensive  and  accountable  manner  at  all 
organisation  levels  for  the  total  railway  business  and  its 
component  parts,  was  described. 

The  session  concluded  with  a  general  debate  which  re¬ 
emphasised  the  need  to  obtain  good  value  for  the  money 
allocated  to  the  collection  of  comprehensive  and 


impartial  statistics.  University  staff  were  experiencing 
some  difficulty  obtaining  easy  access  to,  and  correct 
interpretation  of,  published  data  required  for  some  of 
their  projects.  It  was  also  suggested  that  private  sector 
consultants,  or  other  non-government  bodies,  might 
wish  to  provide  at  a  commercial  rate,  additional 
transport  data  requested  by  many  of  the  potential  users 
of  this  information. 

Fourth  Session -Open  Forum 

Mr  Thompson  opened  the  final  session  by  commenting 
on  many  of  the  themes  which  had  emerged.  He  would 
encourage  further  co-operation  with  members  of  the 
private  sector  but  was  not  yet  convinced  of  the  need  for 
a  general  users’  group  on  transport  statistics.  He  had 
reservations  about  the  difficulties  associated  with  the 
proposed  longitudinal  surveys,  but  these  would  be 
considered  further  as  would  the  suggested  additional 
origin  and  destination  surveys.  The  Department  would 
continue  to  take  every  opportunity  to  discuss  relevant 
statistical  techniques,  including  data  transfer,  with 
colleagues  within  central  Government.  He  regretted  that 
his  limited  resources  would  restrict  time  available  for 
wider  debate  and  he  noted  that  the  need  for  improved 
local  transport  statistics  was  still  to  be  established. 

In  closing  the  conference  Sir  John  Boreham  thanked 
the  organisers,  contributors,  and  audience  and  re¬ 
emphasised  Mr  Mitchell’s  plea  for  more  cost- 
consciousness.  However  the  need  to  maintain  adequate 
standards  was  an  absolute  requirement.  He  believed 
that  the  proceedings  had  demonstrated  that  significant 
cost  savings  were  being  made  without  seriously  pre¬ 
judicing  the  requirements  of  the  producers  or  of  infor¬ 
mation  users  within  the  private  sector. 

The  proceedings,  and  the  discussion  in  the  Open 
Forum,  suggested  the  need  for  continued  dialogue 
between  statisticians  and  users.  The  Standing 
Committee  of  Statistics  Users  plan  to  discuss  with  the 
Department  the  possibility  of  arranging  more  informal 
meetings,  over  the  coming  years,  on  particular  aspects 
of  transport  statistics.  Similar  measures  may  be  relevant 
to  other  areas  of  central  Government  statistics. 

References 

1 .  Transport  Statistics  Great  Britain  J972‘i9S2  (HMSO  October  1983)  (Price  £19.00 
net)  ISBN  0  11  5S0598  9 

2.  Port  Statistics  1982  (Department  of  Transport/British  Ports  Association) 
available  from  the  Association  at  Commonwealth  House.  1*19  New  Oxford 
Street.  London  WCIA  IDX  (telephone  01-242  1200)  (Price  £20  plus  postage). 
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Chinese  Officials  visit  the  GSS 


The  Government  Statistical  Service  (GSS)  has  received  its  first  visit  by  a  distinguished  delegation  of  officials  from 
Statistical  Offices  of  the  Peoples  Republic  of  China.  The  visit,  the  main  purpose  of  which  was  to  study  the  United 
Kingdom  system  of  national  accounts,  took  place  on  15-25  November  1983. 

Mr  Yue  Wei,  Deputy  Director  of  the  State  Statistical  Bureau,  headed  the  delegation;  other  members  were:  Mr 
Zhong  Zhaoxiu,  Deputy  Chief  of  the  Department  of  Statistics  with  special  concern  for  Balances  and  National 
Economy;  Mr  Jiang  Wei,  Deputy  Division  Chief  of  the  Department  of  Comprehensive  Planning  of  the  State 
Planning  Commission;  Mr  Du  Tiezhang,  Section  Chief  in  the  Bureau  of  Comprehensive  Planning.  Mr  Yu  Yehai 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  State  Economic  Commission  was  adviser  to  the  delegation  and  also  acted 
as  interpreter. 

The  delegation  spent  five  days  with  officials  of  the  Central  Statistical  Office  discussing  various  aspects  of 
national  accounts.  The  delegation  also  made  visits,  arranged  by  the  CSO  International  Section,  to  the  Customs 
and  Excise  Statistical  Office  in  Southend,  the  Business  Statistics  Office  in  Newport,  and  to  International  Computers 
Ltd.,  HM  Treasury,  Inland  Revenue  and  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry. 


Sir  John  Boreham  and  the  Chinese  delegation  at  the  CSO 


Mr  Yue  Wei,  head  of  the  delegation,  on  Sir  John’s  left,  and  the  other  members  (1.  to  r.)  Mr  Du  Tiezhang, 
Mr  Yu  Yehai,  Mr  Zhong  Zhaoxiu,  Mr  Jiang  Wei. 
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1  New  surveys  assessed  by  the  Survey  Control  Unit 

1  September  to  November  1983 

1  For  further  information  on  the  surveys  listed, 

the  appropriate  departmental  contact  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  1 

1  Claire  Gallagher  (01-233  8583),  Survey  Control  Unit, 

Central  Statistical  Office, 

Great  George  Street, 

London 

SWIP  3AQ. 

j  An  introductory  note  was  given  in  Statistical  News  36.41 

1  New  surveys  assessed  September  to  November  1983 

; 

1 

Approximate 

1  Title 

\ 

Sponsor 

Those  approached 

number 

approached 

Location 

Frequency 

1 

Business  surveys 

'  Energy  conservation  in  industry:  tracking  study  I 

COI 

Manufacturing  firms 

3,000 

CB 

AH 

'  Energy  conservation  in  industry  press  advertising  check 

COI 

Manufacturing  firms 

70 

GB 

AH 

Design  for  profit  stage  II 

COI 

Manufacturing  firms 

300 

CB 

AH 

Health  and  Safety  Executive  films -main  stage 

COI 

Managers 

300 

GB 

AH 

Private  generation  of  electricity 

Den 

Industrial  establishments 

155 

CB 

AH 

Survey  of  the  use  of  British  engineering  standards  -  pilot  phase 

DTI 

Manufacturing  firms 

60 

UK 

AH 

’  Benchmark  inquiry  into  iron  castings  1983 

1  A  Coy  inquiry  into  the  benefits  of  the  government  factory 

DTI 

Ferrous  foundries 

600 

UK 

AH 

1  building  programme 

DTI 

Manufacturing  firms 

250 

GB 

AH 

t  The  location  of  research  and  development  in  Great  Britain 

DTI 

Manufacturing  firms 

15 

GB 

AH 

k  Survey  of  welding  and  fabrication  skills 

MSC 

Engineering  firms 

1.040 

GB 

AH 

1  Best  practice  in  skill  packaging  for  CNC  machines 

MSC 

Engineering  firms 

40 

UK 

AH 

Engineering  ITB  statutory  return  SIA  (occupational  sample) 

MSC 

Engineering  firms 

2,283 

GB 

A 

Local  authority  surveys 

Survey  of  shared  and  extended  use  of  schools  in  1983 

DES 

Educational  establishments 

3,000 

EW 

AH 

Secondary  school  staffing  survey  1984 

DES 

Educational  establishments 

550 

E 

AH 

School  transport  survey 

SED 

Educational  establishments 

12 

S 

A 

Elderly  pedestrians  and  road  safety  education 

TRRL 

Health  authorities 

150 

EW 

AH 

Secondary  school  staffing  survey  1984 

9  Housing  statistics  physical  progress  report  (county  councils  and 

WO 

Educational  establishments 

240 

W 

AH 

1  police) 

1  Housing  statistics  general  improvement  areas  and  housing  action 

WO 

Housing  departments 

II 

W 

M 

1  areas 

WO 

Housing  departments 

37 

W 

A 

^  Housing  statistics  applications  to  buy  housing  association  dwellings 

WO 

Housing  departments 

37 

W 

0 

^  Housing  statistics  price  index  of  public  sector  housebuilding 

1 

WO 

Housing  departments 

37 

W 

Q 

1 

f 

Other  surveys 

{  Public  attitudes  to  HM  Coastguards 

COI 

Holidaymakers  and  small  boat  owners  1 ,245 

GB 

AH 

t  Armed  services  careers  check  1983 

COI 

Youths 

2,300 

GB 

AH 

1  YTS  evaluation  research  stage  2 

COI 

Adults 

4,000 

GB 

AH 

1  Fuel  consumption  in  cars 

COI 

Drivers 

1,200 

GB 

AH 

•  YTS:  young  people  press  advertising  development  research 

COI 

Youths 

50 

E 

AH 

1  Job  release  scheme,  survey  of  applicants,  1984 

f  FIS  research:  disallowed  claims  because  of  failure  to  provide 

DEM 

Applicants 

1,400 

GB 

1 

1  information 

DHSS 

Families 

40 

UK 

AH 

1  Low  cost  home  ownership:  analysis  of  purchasers 

DOE 

Owner-occupiers 

1.500 

E 

AH 

1  A4/A46  Batheaston/Swainswick  bypass  1983  origin  and  destination 

i  survey 

DTp 

Drivers 

32,000 

SW 

AH 

j  A303  Merc  to  Wincanton  traffic  survey  1983 

DTp 

Drivers 

3,000 

sw 

AH 

[  AS9  Improvements  Burscough  bypass  traffic  survey  1983 

DTp 

Drivers 

2.500 

NW 

AH 

Roadside  interview  survey  at  Egremont,  Cumbria 

DTp 

Drivers 

1,000 

N 

AH 

M3  -  Bar  End  to  Bassett 

DTp 

Drivers 

NK 

SE 

AH 

A3  Milford  bypass  study 

DTp 

Drivers 

4,000 

SE 

AH 

A41  Whitchurch  bypass  traffic  survey 

DTp 

Drivers 

10,000 

WM 

AH 

A423  Maidenhead  Thicket  to  Burchett*s  Grove  improvement 

DTp 

Drivers 

4,000 

SE 

AH 
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New  surveys  assessed  September  to  November  1983  (continued) 


rule 

Sponsor 

Those  approached 

Approximate 

number 

approached 

Location 

Frequency 

Value  of  time:  Kent  commuter  survey 

Other  surveys  (continued) 

DTp  Commuters 

2,000 

SE 

AH 

A30  Indian  Queens  traffic  survey 

DTp 

Drivers 

5,000 

SW 

AH 

Roadside  interview  survey  at  Wigton«  Cumbria 

DTp 

Drivers 

5,000 

N 

AH 

Milton  Keynes  household  survey 

NGov 

Households 

NK 

SE 

AH 

Small  grants  schemes  (Scotland):  follow-up  of  applicants 

SO 

Applicants 

200 

S 

HY 

Escort-East  Essex  rural  transport  demonstration  project 

TRRL 

Passengers 

200 

SE 

AH 

Road  traffic  vibration  nuisance  survey 

TRRL 

Householders  and  spouse 

1,500 

E 

AH 

Pedestrian  safety  at  level  crossings 

TRRL 

Pedestrians 

500 

E 

AH 

Survey  of  elderly  pedestrians  involved  in  accidents  on  roads  in 
Sussex 

TRRL 

Pedestrians 

900 

SE 

AH 

Bus  accessibility  survey 

TRRL 

Households 

2,500 

SE 

AH 

Attitudes  to  relative  nuisance  from  articuiated/drawbar  goods 
vehicles 

TRRL 

Adults 

300 

SE 

AH 

Study  of  public  transport  need  in  Breckland,  Norfolk 

TRRL 

Householders 

600 

EA 

AH 

Public  opinion  survey  -  motorway  communications 

TRRL 

Drivers 

2,000 

GB 

AH 

Survey  of  rail  passengers  on  east  coast  main  line 

TRRL 

Passengers 

100,000 

GB 

AH 

Hospital  based  study  of  cycling  accidents 

TRRL 

Cyclists 

5,000 

GB 

AH 

Elderly  pedestrians  and  road  safety  education 

TRRL 

Elderly 

200 

UK 

AH 

Evaluation  of  ‘Cycleway’ 

TRRL 

Teachers 

500 

UK 

AH 

LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS 
Sponsors 

CO/  Central  Office  of  Information 

DEM  Department  of  Employment 

Den  Department  of  Energy 

DES  Department  of  Education  and  Science 

DHSS  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 

DOE  Department  of  the  Environment 

DT!  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 

DTp  Department  of  Transport 

MSC  Manpower  Services  Commission 

NGov  Non-Government 

SED  Scottish  Education  Department 

SO  Scottish  Office 

TRRL  Transport  and  Road  Research  Laboratory 

WO  Welsh  Office 

Location 

E  England 

EA  East  Anglia 

EW  England  and  Wales 

GB  Great  Britain 

N  Northern  England 

NW  North  West  England 

S  Scotland 

SE  South  East  England 

SW  South  West  England 

UK  United  Kingdom 

W  Wales 

WM  West  Midlands 

Frequencies 

A  annual 

AH  ad  hoc 

HY  half-yearly 

I  intermittent 

M  monthly 

Q  quarterly 
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Recently  available  statistical  series  and  publications 


The  following  publications  containing  social  statistics 
have  recently,  or  will  soon  become  available  during 
January  -  March  quarter  of  1984.  Unless  otherwise 
specified,  copies  may  be  purchased  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Stationery  Office.  A  list  of  release  dates  of  economic 
series  is  published  monthly  in  Economic  Trends. 


Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys 
Census  1981 

Key  statistics  for  local  authorities.  Great  Britain 
Key  statistics  for  urban  areas.  Great  Britain 
Economic  activity:  microfiche  (County  booklets) 
Evaluation  of  the  1981  Census:  10  per  cent  sample 
(OPCS  Monitor  CEN  83/6,  available  only  from 
OPCS  Information  Branch,  St  Catherine’s  House, 
10  Kingsway,  London  WC2B  6JP.) 

OPCS  Monitors 

Infant  and  perinatal  mortality  1982  DH3  83/2 

Legal  abortions  1982  AB  83/5 

Children’s  dental  health  1983  SS  83/2 

HIRE:  day  case  statistics  1979,  1980  MB4  83/1 

Adoptions  1982  FM3  83/2 

Marriages  1982  FM2  83/3 

Divorces  1982  FM2  83/4 

International  migration  (revised  data  for  1982) 
MN  83/5 

Birthweight  statistics  1981,  1982  DH3  83/3 
Deaths  by  birthplace  of  deceased  1982  DH 1  84/ 1 
Internal  migration  mid- 1982  to  mid-1983  MN  84/1 
Revised  series  of  population  estimates  PP 1  84/ 1 

Annual  Reference  Volumes 
Cancer  statistics  1980  MBl  no.  12 
Hospital  In-patient  Enquiry  main  tables:  1980  micro¬ 
fiche  MB4  no.  16 

Hospital  In-patient  Enquiry  summary  tables  1981 
MB4  no.  17 

Mortality  statistics  1981  DHl  no.  12 
Mortality  statistics:  cause  1982  DH2  no.  9 
Mortality  statistics:  perinatal  and  infant  -  social  and 
biological  factors  1980  DH3  no.  9 
Abortion  statistics  1981  AB  no.  8 
Electoral  statistics  1983  EL  no.  8 
Birth  statistics  1981  FMl  no.  8 

Social  Survey  reports 

Recently  moving  households  SS  1126 

A  handbook  for  interviewers 


Departments  of  the  Environment  and  Transport 
Environment 

Housing  and  Construction  Statistics  third  quarter  1983 
Part  1  No  15  and  Part  2  No  15 
Local  Housing  Statistics  Issue  68,  figures  for  third 
quarter  1983 

Digest  of  Environmental  Protection  and  Water 
Statistics  No  6  1983 

English  House  Condition  Survey  1981:  report  of  the 
interviews  and  local  authority  surveys. 

The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  issued  on  a 
regular  basis: 

Monthly:  Housebuilding,  construction  new  orders, 

building  new  orders,  building  materials 
and  components,  brick  and  cement 
production,  and  new  orders  by  type  of 
work. 

Quarterly:  Tender  price  indices,  output  price  indices, 
construction  output  and  employment, 
planning  applications  and  decisions: 
England. 

Half  yearly:  Homeless  households 
Transport 

Road  Accident  Statistics  English  Regions  1982 
National  Road  Maintenance  Condition  Survey  Report 
1983 

Business  Monitor  MRI5- General  trends  in  shipping 
(Issue  No  6 -data  to  mid-1983) 

The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  issued  on  a 
regular  basis: 

Quarterly:  Traffic  in  Great  Britain  third  quarter  1983 
Road  Accident  and  Casualties  in  Great 
Britain  third  quarter  1983 
Quarterly  Transport  Statistics  third 
quarter  1983 

Statistical  bulletins  are  available  for  both  Depart¬ 
ments  from  DOE/DTp,  SPPG4,  Room  A1.40,  Romney 
House,  43  Marsham  Street,  London  SWIP  3PY. 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 
Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom  1983 
Edition 

Statistical  Bulletin  15/83:  Statistics  of  Further 
Education  Students  in  England- 1982-83 
Statistical  Bulletin  16/83:  School  Standards  and 
Spending:  Statistical  Analysis 
Statistical  Bulletin  17/83:  Higher  Education  in  Great 
Britain 

Statistical  Bulletins  are  available  free  of  charge  from 
the  Department  of  Education  and  Science,  Room  1/29, 
Elizabeth  House,  York  Road,  London  SEl  7PH 


Home  Office 

Election  expenses.  General  Election,  1983 
Statistical  Bulletin:  Statistics  on  the  prevention  of 
terrorism  (Temporary  Provisions)  Acts  1974  and 
1976,  4th  quarter  1983. 

Statistical  Bulletin:  Drug  addicts  known  to  the  Home 
Office  at  31  December  1983,  United  Kingdom. 
Statistical  Bulletin:  Notifiable  offences  recorded  by  the 
Police,  England  and  Wales,  1983 
Statistical  Bulletin:  Control  of  immigration  statistics. 
United  Kingdom,  4th  quarter  1983 
Statistical  Bulletins  are  available  from:  Home  Office, 
Statistical  Department,  Room  1813,  Tolworth 
Tower,  Surbiton,  Surrey  KT6  7DS. 

Department  of  Employment 

Employment  Gazette,  published  towards  the  end  of 
each  month,  regularly  contains  recent  data  and  time 
series  on  employment,  unemployment,  earnings,  prices, 
family  expenditure  and  other  indicators.  In  recent 
months,  articles  have  appeared  on  regional  and  age 
variations  in  unemployment  flows,  ethnic  origins  and 
economic  status,  industrial  stoppages  on  SIC.  1980, 
membership  of  trade  unions,  and  the  Labour  force 
outlook  to  1991.  In  December  1983,  final  results  of  the 
1981  Census  of  Employment  were  published  in  a  special 
supplement,  and  employment  statistics,  on  SIC  1980 
basis  were  introduced  to  the  labour  market  data  section. 
Other  employment  statistics  will  be  published  on  this 
basis  early  in  1984.  The  labour  market  data  section  of 
the  December  1983  issue  also  saw  the  first  published 
monthly  data  on  redundancies  by  region;  monthly 
industry  data  will  follow  in  the  spring. 

Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  produce 
regular  monthly  and  quarterly  statistical  series  on  such 
topics  as  Unemployment  benefit.  Child  benefit  and 
Sickness,  invalidity  and  injury  benefits.  Extracts  and 
summaries  from  these  series  are  eventually  published  in 
Social  Security  Statistics. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  from: 

Mr  R.  V.  Easey, 

Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security, 

Room  A2111,  Newcastle  Central  Office 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  NE98  lYX 
(Telephone:  Tyneside  (091)  2797373) 

Board  of  Inland  Revenue 

The  Survey  of  Personal  Incomes  1979-80  (HMSO) 
(Price  £10.75  net). 


Scottish  Education  Department 

Statistical  Bulletins  on  the  following  subjects: 

Higher  Education  Projections 

Composite  Classes  in  Education  Authority  Primary 
Schools 

Copies  of  the  above  bulletins  may  be  purchased  (Price 
50p  post  paid)  from: 

The  Library 

Official  Publication  Sales 
Scottish  Office 
Room  2/65 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 
(Tel:  031-556  8400  Ext  5901) 

Copies  of  bulletins  published  before  September  1983 
may  be  obtained  from: 

Scottish  Education  Department 
Division  VI 1/4 
43  Jeffrey  Street 
Edinburgh  EHl  IDN 
(Tel:  031-556  9233  Ext  286) 

Industry  Department  for  Scotland 

Statistical  Bulletin:  Employment  performance  of 
overseas-owned  manufacturing  units  opening  in 
Scotland  1954-77 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from: 

Industry  Department  for  Scotland 
Room  5/31 

New  St.  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3SX 

Welsh  Office 

Commercial  and  Industrial  Floorspace  Statistics: 
Wales,  No.  4  1983 

Mental  Health  Statistics  for  Wales,  No.  3  1983 
Farm  Accounts  in  Wales,  1981/82 
Digest  of  Welsh  Statistics,  No.  29  1983 
Statistics  of  Education  in  Wales,  No.  8  1983 
Health  and  Personal  Social  Services  Statistics  for 
Wales,  No.  10  1983 

Welsh  Local  Government  Financial  Statistics  for  Wales, 
No.  7  1983 

Local  Authority  Social  Services  Planning  Statements 
for  Wales,  Summary  No.  6  1981/82  - 1983/84 
The  above  publications  are  available  only  from: 
Publications  Unit 

Economic  and  Statistical  Services  Division 

Welsh  Office 

Cathays  Park 

Cardiff  CFl  3NQ 

(Telephone:  0222-82  5054) 
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(Notes  on  Current  developments 

POPULATION  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1981  Census  results 

With  the  publication  of  the  Regional  migration  reports 
for  West  Midlands,  North  West,  South  East,  and  East 
Midlands,  the  publication  of  all  the  100  per  cent  tables 
from  the  1981  Census  was  completed  on  schedule.  The 
series  of  Ward  and  Civil  Parish  Monitors  (referred  to  in 
Statistical  News  63.17)  was  also  completed  in  February. 

A  new-style  series  of  census  volumes  appeared  in 
January  with  the  publication  of  Key  statistics  for  local 
authorities.  Great  Britain,  which  gives  a  selection  of  120 
key  census  statistics  for  every  local  authority  and 
administrative  region  and  country;  other  volumes  in  the 
series  report  on  2,500  urban  areas  -  the  successors  to  the 
‘traditional’  towns -in  Great  Britain,  the  North,  the 
Midlands,  the  South  East,  and  the  South  West  and 
Wales. 


References 

V  OPCS  Census  1981  Regional  migration:  West  Midlands  {HMSO  1983)  (Price  £10.00 

^  net).  Regional  migration:  South  East  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £16.90  net).  Regional 
1  migration:  North  West  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £10.80  net).  Regional  migration:  East 
'  Midlands  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £8.40  net) 

I  OPCS  Ward  and  Civil  Parish  Monitors  (OPCS  1983)  (Price  varies  according  to  size 
of  each  Monitor.  A  complete  set  of  54  Monitors  -  one  for  each  county  -  is  available 
with  a  binder  at  £40  from  OPCS  Information  Branch,  St  Catherines  House.  10 
Kingsway,  London  WC2B  6JP) 

OPCS  Key  statistics  for  local  authorities.  Great  Britain  (HMSO  1984)  (Price  £9.10 

I  net) 

OPCS  Key  statistics  for  urban  areas.  Great  Britain  (HMSO  1984)  (Price  £9. 10  net) 

)  1981  Census  -  Scotland 

)  The  following  volumes  containing  data  from  the  Census 
'  have  recently  been  published: 

^  Workplace  and  Transport  to  Work  (10%) 

Housing  and  Households 
Migration  (100%)  Vol  1 
)  Migration  (100%)  Vol  2 

I  Migration  (10%)  Vol  3 

The  production  of  the  following  volumes  in  the  next 
')  few  months  will  complete  the  Scottish  Census  publi¬ 

cation  programme. 

!  Economic  Activity  (10%) 

Economic  Activity  regional  leaflets  (10%) 

Urban  Areas 

Household  and  Family  Composition  (10%) 
Further  details  of  these  publications  and  of 
^  unpublished  data  available  may  be  obtained  from: 

Census  Customer  Services 
'  GRO(S) 

\  Ladywell  House 

(Ladywell  Road 

Edinburgh  EH  12  7TF 


1981  Census -Northern  Ireland 
The  following  reports  on  the  Northern  Ireland  Census 
1981,  published  by  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office 
Belfast,  have  now  appeared: 

Housing  and  Household  Composition 
This  report  was  published  in  August  1983  and  gave 
detailed  information  on  households,  tenure,  occu¬ 
pation  density,  car  availability,  sex,  age,  marital 
status,  and  related  household  composition  to  social 
and  other  economic  characteristics.  Price  £8.50  net 
Economic  Activity 

Published  in  October  1983  this  report  gave  the  figures 
for  both  the  economically  active  and  inactive  popu¬ 
lation.  The  employed  population  was  analysed  by 
industry  and  occupation  classifications  and  related  to 
age,  marital  status,  employment  status,  socio¬ 
economic  groupings,  area  of  workplace,  etc.  Most 
tables  contained  information  at  Northern  Ireland 
level  but  certain  ones  gave  details  for  local  govern¬ 
ment  districts.  Price  £8.50  net 
Workplace  and  Transport  to  Work 
This  report  was  published  in  October  1983  and  gave 
employed  population  details  in  relation  to  area  of 
workplace/residence.  Workplace  movement  by  socio¬ 
economic  group,  occupation,  industry,  means  of 
transport  and  times  of  journey  was  detailed  to  local 
government  district  level.  Price  £3.45  net 
Migration 

Numbers  and  characteristics  of  the  population  who 
changed  their  usual  address  in  the  year  before  Census 
day  are  contained  in  this  report  published  November 
1983.  Migrant  households  are  detailed  by  age,  sex, 
marital  status,  etc.  Some  tables  refer  to  Northern 
Ireland  and  others  are  detailed  to  local  government 
districts.  Price  £3.45  net 

Population  Trends 

The  latest  edition  of  Population  Trends,  the  quarterly 
journal  of  the  Office  of  Population  Censuses  and 
Surveys  was  published  in  December  and  contains  the 
following  articles: 

A  review  of  1982 

The  editorial  of  this  edition  noted  that  there  had  been 
a  decline  of  29,0(X)  births  during  the  period  mid- 1981  to 
mid-1982  and  that  this  factor,  together  with  an  increase 
in  the  net  loss  of  population  through  migration  from 
50,000  to  64,000,  resulted  in  a  decline  of  27,000  in  the 
population  of  England  and  Wales  over  this  period. 
Calendar  year  births  fell  by  1  per  cent  to  626,000  con¬ 
tinuing  the  downward  trend  since  1980,  while  deaths 
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rose  by  0.7  per  cent  to  a  level  of  582,000.  Infant  deaths, 
over  all,  continued  to  be  reduced  with  stillbirth  and  neo¬ 
natal  death  rates  reaching  all-time  low  levels -but 
deaths  of  children  between  five  weeks  and  one  year 
increased  in  1982,  particularly  in  the  March  quarter; 
there  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  cot  deaths  during  the 
year. 

The  earlier  upturn  in  births  between  1977  and  1980 
has  resulted  in  a  slight  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
children  in  the  population  below  school  age  but  the 
proportion  of  school  age  (5-15  years)  was  a  |  per  cent 
lower  in  1982  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  because 
numbers  of  births  were  generally  declining  during  the 
1970s  this  proportion  is  likely  to  decline  still  further 
over  the  next  few  years.  For  pensioners,  their  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  population  rose  by  just  0.1  per  cent  to  18.1 
per  cent.  This  small  increase  is  the  balance  between  the 
continuing  improvement  in  mortality  rates  at  middle 
and  older  ages  and  the  decline  in  the  number  of  births 
60  to  65  years  ago  (during  the  period  immediately 
following  the  First  World  War).  However,  the  pen¬ 
sioner  population  is  growing  older.  In  1971  some  13.9 
per  cent  of  pensioners  were  80  years  old;  by  1981  this 
figure  had  risen  to  15.6  per  cent  and  to  16.0  per  cent  in 
1982. 

The  editorial  goes  on  to  record  an  epidemic  of 
whooping  cough  during  the  winter  of  1981/82  blit  noted 
that  there  was  only  a  moderate  amount  of  influenza. 

There  were  3  per  cent  fewer  marriages  during  the  year 
and  the  total  of  342,000  couples  (64  per  cent  of  whom 
were  marrying  for  the  first  time)  was  the  lowest  since 
1959.  The  number  of  divorce  petitions  filed  during  the 
year  (174,000)  is  little  different  from  that  of  recent 
years. 

The  number  of  immigrants  to  the  UK  rose  by  about 
a  third  in  1982  returning  to  the  levels  experienced  in 
1973-1979,  after  two  years  when  immigration  has  been 
appreciably  lower.  Among  immigrants  the  number  of 
UK  citizens  increased  by  63  per  cent  compared  with  1 1 
per  cent  for  non-UK  citizens,  where  the  increase  was 
more  pronounced  for  aliens  than  for  Commonwealth 
citizens.  The  number  of  emigrants  also  increased  -  by  1 1 
per  cent  -  resulting  in  a  net  loss  of  57,000  persons. 

Other  aspects  of  the  general  demographic  picture  for 
1982  covered  in  the  editorial  include  cancer  mortality, 
ischaemic  heart  disease,  median  age  at  marriage, 
divorce  and  remarriage,  trends  in  fertility,  age  at  child¬ 
birth,  completed  family  size,  births  by  mother’s  country 
of  birth,  abortions,  and  internal  migration. 

Social  class  patterns  of  marriage 
In  an  article  by  John  Haskey  (CSO,  formerly  of 
Population  Statistics  Division,  OPCS)  a  sample  of  over 
1,000  couples  who  married  in  England  and  Wales  in 
1979  is  analysed  with  particular  reference  to  the  social 
class  of  both  bride  and  groom.  Social  class  differentials 


in  age  at  marriage  and  in  previous  marital  status  are 
examined,  as  is  the  extent  to  which  men  and  women 
from  the  same  social  class  marry.  Age-specific  marriage 
rates  are  estimated  for  both  economically  active  and 
inactive  women.  A  life-table  method  is  developed  to 
estimate  the  proportions  of  men  and  women  in  the 
different  social  classes  who  would  eventually  marry, 
should  the  appropriate  first  marriage  rates  continue  at 
their  1979  levels.  It  is  found  that,  in  general,  the  higher 
the  social  class,  the  higher  the  proportion  who  ulti¬ 
mately  marry. 

Monitoring  weekly  deaths 

The  earliest  statistics  published  after  a  death  has 
occurred  in  England  and  Wales  are  the  weekly  counts  of 
registrations  of  deaths.  This  article  by  Lak  Bulusu  of 
Medical  Statistics  Division,  OPCS,  describes  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  method  of  analysing  these  data  with  the 
aim  of  providing  a  quick  indication  of  any  major  shifts 
in  the  level  of  mortality,  and  continuing  work  on  the 
quantification  of  any  excess  of  mortality  in  relation  to 
identifiable  factors. 

Measuring  women’s  occupational  mortality 
Official  health  statistics  have  lately  been  criticized  for 
their  approach  to  measuring  women’s  health,  or  more 
accurately,  ill  health.  The  latest  Registrar  General’s 
Decennial  Supplement  on  occupational  mortality  was 
adversely  commented  upon  because  married  women 
were  more  often  classified  by  their  husbands’  occu¬ 
pation  and  social  class  than  by  their  own.  Michael 
McDowall  of  Medical  Statistics  Division,  OPCS,  con¬ 
siders  the  various  measurements  of  women’s  occu¬ 
pational  and  social  groupings  in  an  attempt  to  resolve 
the  difficulties. 

References 

Population  Trends  34  Winter  1983  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £4.50  net) 

OPCS  Occupational  mortality  1972  Series  DS  no.  I  (HMSO  1978) 

Central  Postcode  Directory 

The  Central  Postcode  Directory  (CPD)  is  a  computer 
file  on  magnetic  tape  which  is  compiled  and  maintained 
by  the  Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys 
(OPCS)  and  the  General  Register  Office  for  Scotland 
(GRO(S))  under  an  agreement  with  British  Tele¬ 
communications.  OPCS  or  GRO(S)  can  supply  copies 
or  extracts  from  the  directory  to  Government 
Departments. 

The  CPD  is  primarily  an  aid  to  statistical  processing 
in  government.  For  each  of  the  1.5  million  postcodes  in 
Great  Britain,  it  gives  the  ward,  county  district  and 
county  in  England  and  Wales,  and  the  postcode  sector, 
local  government  district  and  region  in  Scotland,  in 
which  the  postcode  lies,  together  with  a  100m  Ordnance 
Survey  grid  reference.  A  separate  version  linking  post¬ 
codes  to  health  authority  areas  in  England  and  Wales  is 
also  available. 


The  directory  is  updated  twice  yearly  with  new  post¬ 
codes  received  from  British  Telecommunications.  The 
sixth  version  of  the  directory  (B  1983/2)  has  recently 
become  available  and  contains: 

Postcodes  for 

Large  users  Small  users  Total 
England  and  Wales  179,053  1,191,810  1,370,863 

Scotland  16,057  131,043  147,100 

Great  Britain  195,110  1,322,853  1,517,963 

A  number  of  changes  to  the  boundaries  of  civil 
parishes,  district  wards  and  county  districts  were  made 
during  1982,  and  some  of  these  affected  the  boundaries 
of  the  areas  for  which  locational  codes  are  given  in  the 
directory.  All  postcodes  in  the  affected  areas  have  been 
recoded  so  that  the  1983  versions  of  the  directory  relate 
to  the  boundaries  in  force  at  the  end  of  1982. 

An  innovation  for  1983  is  the  availability  of  a  set  of 
microfiche  (approx  70  fiches)  listing  all  postcodes  in 
Great  Britain  together  with  the  associated  ward  and 
local  authority  codes  and  grid  references. 

Further  information  about  the  directory  and  a  copy 
of  a  guide  for  users  in  England  and  Wales  can  be 
obtained  from: 

The  Central  Postcode  Unit,  OPCS,  Titchfield, 
Fareham,  Hants,  P015  5RR. 

(Tel:  0329  42511  Ex  502  or  463.) 

Information  about  the  content  and  availability  of  the 
Scottish  Directory  can  be  obtained  from: 

Customer  Enquiries,  General  Register  Office 
(Scotland),  Ladywell  House,  Ladywell  Road, 
Edinburgh  EH12  7TF  (Tel:  031-334  0380) 

International  migration 

Revised  figures  on  migration  to  and  from  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  years  ending  June  1982  and  December 
1982  were  published  in  an  OPCS  Monitor  in  December. 
They  replace  figures  issued  in  previous  Monitors  earlier 
in  1983.  Revised  quarterly  data  appear  in  Population 
Trends  34. 

Reference 

OPCS  Internaiionai  migration  OPCS  Monitor  MN  83/5  (OPCS  1983)  (Copies  arc 
available  free  from  OPCS  Information  Branch,  St  Catherine's  House,  10  Kingsway, 
London  WC2B  6JP.) 

Family  statistics  1982 

Summary  statistics  on:  marriages  by  age  and  previous 
marital  status;  on  divorces  by  age,  previous  marital 
status,  duration  of  marriage  and  number  of  children; 
and  of  adoptions,  in  England  and  Wales  in  1982  were 
published  in  three  OPCS  Monitors  in  November. 
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OPCS  Marriages  1982  OPCS  Monitor  FM2  83/3  (OPCS  1983) 

OPCS  Divorces  1982  OPCS  Monitor  FM2  83/4  (OPCS  1983) 

OPCS  Adoptions  1982  OPCS  Monitor  FM3  83/2  (OPCS  1983) 

(Each  available  free  from  the  address  given  above.) 


Registrar  General  Scotland:  annual  report 
The  Annual  Report  1982  was  published  in  December 
1983.  The  Report  is  divided  into  a  number  of  sections, 
with  corresponding  tables,  covering  population  and 
vital  statistics  including  deaths  by  cause,  stillbirths  and 
infant  deaths,  life  tables,  natural  increase  and 
migration,  etc.  Also  covered  are  some  aspects  of  the 
work  of  the  General  Register  Office,  Parliamentary  and 
local  government  electors  and  numbers  of  total  and 
inhabited  houses  in  each  local  government  region  and 
district  in  Scotland. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  future  years  it  is  proposed 
to  reduce  the  size  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Annual 
Report  by  producing  some  of  the  tables  on  microfiche. 
This  would  be  done  to  reduce  the  cost  of  producing  the 
Report  and  because  microfiche  readers  are  now  widely 
used.  Tables  which  are  possibilities  for  production  on 
microfiche  with  1983  data  are  listed  in  the  Report. 

To  meet  the  increasing  demands  of  customers  the 
General  Register  Office  for  Scotland  has  produced  a 
number  of  detailed  additional  annual  and  quarterly 
tables  to  -supplement  the  statistics  published  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  Annual  Reports  and  Weekly 
Returns.  These  tables  are  listed  in  the  Report  and  are 
obtainable,  on  payment  of  a  fee,  from  the  General 
Register  Office  for  Scotland,  Vital  Statistics  Branch, 
Ladywell  House,  Ladywell  Road,  Edinburgh  EH  12  7TF 
(Telephone  031-334  0380  ext  243). 

Refmnce 

Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar  General  Scotland  No.  128,  1982  (HMSO  Edinburgh 
1983)  (Price  £14.50  nel) 

Vital  statistics  (Scotland) 

Vital  statistics  tables  relating  to  the  third  quarter  of  1983 
appeared  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Weekly  Return 
from  WR  47/83. 


SOCIAL  STATISTICS 

Regional  Trends  19 

The  1984  edition  of  Regional  Trends,  which  will  be 
published  shortly,  includes  over  130  tables  and  50  maps 
or  charts  and  brings  together  detailed  information  on 
Scotland,  Wales,  Northern  Ireland  and  the  eight  regions 
of  England.  The  volume  includes  twelve  pages  of 
statistics  for  the  English  and  Welsh  counties,  Scottish 
local  regions  and  educational  and  library  boards  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  statistics  and  commentary  cover  a  wide  range  of 
topics -social,  demographic  and  economic - 
highlighting  variations  and  similarities  between  regions. 
Variations  within  each  region  are  drawn  out  in  a 
separate  profile  for  each  region. 
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Regional  Trends  is  an  important  reference  document 
for  anyone  with  regional  interests  e.g.  marketing 
managers,  regional  planners,  researchers,  academics 
and  government  officials. 

The  new  edition  contains  more  results  from  the  1981 
Census  of  Population  and  eight  new  tables  on  transport 
and  the  environment.  Other  new  items  include 
1981-based  population  projections  and  county  statistics 
from  the  Annual  Census  of  Production. 

Reference 

Regional  Trends  19:  1984  edition  (HMSO  1984)  (Price  £18.50  nci) 

Family  Expenditure  Survey  (FES)  1982 
The  Family  Expenditure  Survey  Report  for  1982  was 
published  in  December  1983.  The  report  contains  32 
tables  and  4  charts  detailing  average  weekly  expenditure 
on  over  90  commodities  and  services  by  households, 
classified  by  income  level  and  household  composition, 
together  with  complementary  information  on  household 
income  and  characteristics. 

Following  publication  of  summary  expenditure 
results  from  the  1982  FES  in  the  August  1983  edition  of 
Employment  Gazette,  an  article  in  the  December  1983 
issue  illustrated  some  aspects  of  household  finances 
shown  in  the  1982  Report.  These  included  the  variation 
of  the  pattern  of  expenditure  and  income  with 
household  composition  and  broad  income  level,  and 
with  the  employment  status  of  heads  of  household,  and 
married  women  within  the  household.  The  availability 
of  certain  durable  goods  according  to  household  size 
and  composition  is  examined.  Regional  analyses  are 
also  given,  based  on  results  for  the  two  years  1981  and 
1982. 

Ref  mans 

Family  Expenditure  Survey  Report  for  1982  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £14.00  including 
postage) 

Employment  Gazette  August  1983;  and  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.35  net 
each) 


The  effect  of  taxes  and  benefits  on  household  income 
1982 

The  latest  analysis  of  the  redistributive  effects  of 
government  taxation  and  expenditure  was  published  in 
the  November  1983  issue  of  Economic  Trends.  Based 
mainly  on  data  from  the  Family  Expenditure  Survey 
1982,  the  analysis  shows  how  the  spread  of  household 
incomes  is  reduced  by  government  intervention  through 
the  tax-benefit  system.  The  payment  of  cash  benefits 
(including  the  state  retirement  pension)  plays  the  largest 
part  in  reducing  overall  income  inequality. 

Since  the  income  of  a  household  depends  to  a  large 
extent  on  its  size  and  composition,  the  analysis  is  carried 
out  not  only  for  all  households  together  but  also  for 
each  of  ten  size-composition  groups  of  households.  The 


reduction  in  income  inequality  as  a  result  of  taxes  and 
benefits  is  greater  within  the  groups  of  retired  house-  ■ 
holds,  lone  parent  households  and  households  with  ’ 
three  or  more  children.  . 

The  special  feature  in  this  year’s  article  is  an  assess-  | 
ment  of  the  impact  of  the  tax-benefit  system  on  house-  ' 
holds  classified  by  the  employment  status  of  their  head 
-i.e.  employed  in  employment/self-employment; 
employee  away  from  work;  retired;  and  unoccupied. 

This  analysis  shows  how  and  to  what  extent  taxes  and 
benefits  reduce  the  gap  in  income  between  households  in  ' 
which  the  head  is  working  and  those  where  he  (or  she)  I 
is  not  working. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  from: 

Jenny  Church 

Branch  8  ' 

Central  Statistical  Office  | 

Great  George  Street  f 

London  SWIP  3AQ  j 

(Telephone:  01-233  8078/8300) 

Reference 

Economic  Trends,  No  361,  November  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net)  / 

Moving  households  ) 

The  results  of  a  follow-up  survey  to  the  1978  National  ^ 

Dwelling  and  Housing  Survey  were  published  in  j 

January.  They  provide  information  about  the  numbers  ) 

of  households  entering  the  different  tenures  and  moving  I 

between  them;  the  characteristics  and  circumstances  of  I 

households  analysed  by  the  tenure  they  are  leaving  and  ' 

tenure  they  are  entering;  reasons  for  moving  and  | 

distances  moved;  and  type  of  accommodation.  Infor-  | 

mation  was  also  collected  from  owner-occupiers  about  1 

the  financing  of  house  purchases.  f 

i 

Reference 

OPCS  Recently  moving  households  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £7.60  net)  ^ 

English  house  condition  survey  [ 

Number  thirteen  of  the  Department  of  the  Environ-  i 

ment’s  Housing  Survey  Reports  was  published  by  ' 

HMSO  on  21  December  1983.  It  is  part  two  of  the  l 

English  house  condition  survey  1981  and  is  a  report  of  | 

the  interview  and  local  authority  survey.  Price  £5.85  | 

net,  ISBN  0  11  751720  8. 

I 

Housing  trends  in  Scotland 

A  Statistical  Bulletin,  Housing  Trends  in  Scotland: 
quarter  ended  31  March  1983,  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Development  Department  in  December,  summarises  the 
main  housing  trends  in  Scotland  as  reported  by  the  i 

various  housing  authorities.  It  forms  part  of  a  series  of  j 

Statistical  Bulletins  that,  in  addition  to  the  four  * 

quarterly  issues  showing  housing  trends,  will  deal  with  j 

specific  housing  topics.  A  more  comprehensive  annual  1 

publication  called  Scottish  Housing  Statistics  is  also  I 
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planned.  Together  with  the  series  of  Statistical 
Bulletins,  it  will  replace  the  quarterly  publication  of  the 
same  name.  Topics  covered  in  this  Bulletin  are  new 
house  building,  improvement  of  existing  houses  and 
sales  of  public  sector  houses.  This  bulletin  (price  50p) 
may  be  obtained  from: 

Housing  Statistics  and  Intelligence  Unit 

Scottish  Development  Department 

Room  303 

St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3DD 

(Tel:  031-556  8501  ext.  3191) 


Election  expenses  and  votes  polled 
House  of  Commons  Paper  No.  130  Election  Expenses 
was  published  in  December  1983.  This  volume  gives 
details  of  the  expenses  of  each  candidate  at  the  General 
Election  of  June  1983,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as 
transmitted  to  the  returning  officers.  It  also  gives  the 
number  of  votes  polled  by  each  candidate,  the 
description  of  each  candidate,  numbers  of  polling 
districts  and  stations  and  numbers  of  electors,  postal 
voters  and  rejected  ballot  papers.  Data  are  given  by 
constituency.  A  summary  of  votes  polled,  postal  voting, 
spoiled  ballot  papers  and  election  expenses  covers  each 
General  Election,  1945-83. 

Reference 

Election  Expenses.  House  of  Commons  Paper  No.  130  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £9.55 
net)  ISBN  0  10  213084  1 


A  handbook  for  interviewers 

The  Social  Survey  Division  of  OPCS  aims  to  assist 
government  departments  to  deal  with  public  issues  by 
using  the  method  of  sample  survey  inquiries  to  make 
direct  contact  with  individual  members  of  the  public,  in 
order  to  obtain  representative  information  about  their 
characteristics,  circumstances,  opinions  and  attitudes. 
The  role  of  the  interviewer  is  crucial  in  the  chain  of 
communication  between  the  general  public  and 
government  departments.  A  handbook,  published  in 
January,  describes  the  work  and  function  of  Social 
Survey  Division;  the  system  of  supervision  and  training 
of  interviewers:  sampling  technique;  the  role  of  the 
interviewer;  instructions  for  conducting  structured 
interviews;  and  the  organisation  of  field  work.  It  brings 
up  to  date  the  handbook  first  published  in  1%8. 

Refervce 

Liz  McCrossan  A  handbook  for  interviewers  (HMSO  1984)  (Price  £5.00  net) 


Social  Trends  14:  amendments 
The  1984  edition  of  Social  Trends  was  published  by 
HMSO  on  8  December  1983.  The  following 
amendments  should  be  made: 

Page  69,  Table  4.22 

Move  column  headings  one  column  to  the  right 
Page  72,  Table  5.2 

Row  Social  security  benefits  delete  in  toto  and  insert  the 
following  percentages: 

10.  9.  9,  10.  II.  II.  12.  12.  12.  13.  14 
Page  95,  Table  6.17 

Row  Defence,  overseas  aid,  and'other  overseas  services. 
Column  1983-84,  delete  16.  161  and  insert  18.  161 

Any  enquiries  should  be  referred  to: 

Mrs  A.  Holding 
Room  75 A/ 1 
Central  Statistical  Office 
Great  George  Street 
London  SWIP  3AQ 
(Telephone:  01-233  7637) 

Reference 

Social  Trends  14  (HMSO  December  1983)  (Price  £19.95  net) 


HEALTH 

Hospital  in-patient  statistics  on  microfiche 
The  main  tables  of  the  1980  Hospital  In-Patient  Enquiry 
(HIPE)  for  England  and  Wales  were  published  in 
December.  HIPE  is  a  continuous  survey,  based  on  a  ten 
per  cent  sample  of  NHS  patients  in  all  hospitals 
excluding  psychiatric  hospitals  and  departments.  The 
volume  amplifies  and  supplements  the  summary  tables 
published  earlier  and  contains  statistics  of  in-patient 
spells,  discharge  rates,  waiting  times,  duration  of  stay 
and  use  of  beds  analysed  by  diagnosis,  hospital 
department  and  region  of  treatment,  source  of 
admission,  surgical  operations  and  type  of  accident  and 
by  sex,  age,  marital  status  and  area  of  residence  of  the 
patient.  These  tabulations  have  again  been  published  as 
a  set  of  30  microfiche  together  with  some  explanatory 
notes  and  a  comprehensive  index. 

Summary  tables  for  1981  were  also  published  in 
December. 

References 

OPCS  Hospital  In-Patient  Enquiry  1980:  main  tables  (Microfiche)  (HMSO  1983) 
(Price  £9  + VAT) 

OPCS  Hospital  In-Patient  Enquiry  1981:  summary  tables  (HMSO  1982)  (Price 
£6.20  net) 

Cancer  statistics 

Published  in  December,  Cancer  statistics:  registrations 
1980  describes  cancer  cases  first  diagnosed  in  1980, 
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particulars  of  which  had  been  registered  by  30  August 
1983. 

The  volume  contains  tables  of  numbers  of 
registrations,  registration  rates  and  registration  ratios 
by  site  of  cancer,  sex  and  age,  for  England  and  Wales 
and  for  regional  health  authority  of  residence  within 
England  and  Wales  and  registration  ratios  by  sex  and 
site  for  metropolitan  counties,  urban  and  rural 
aggregates.  The  volume  also  includes  an  analysis  of 
cancer  registrations  by  occupation  and  by  social  class. 

Reference 

OPCS  Cancer  statistics:  registrations  1980  Series  MB!  no.  12  (HMSO  1983)  (Price 
£7.40  net) 

Abortion  statistics 

The  OPCS  annual  volume  of  Abortion  statistics  1981 
was  published  in  December.  The  tables  are  divided  into 
seven  sections: 

(i)  General  and  demographic  statistics:  including  age 
and  marital  status,  category  of  premises,  statutory 
grounds,  gestation  weeks,  and  operation,  residents 
and  non-residents,  England  and  Wales. 

(ii)  Statutory  grounds:  a  detailed  analysis  including 
number  of  existing  children  of  the  woman, 
whether  the  operation  was  with  or  without 
sterilisation. 

(iii)  Operation  statistics:  including  abortion  in  NHS 
hospitals  and  non-NHS  premises  and  duration  of 
stay. 

(iv)  Complications:  gestation  weeks,  operation  and  age 
of  woman. 

(v)  Deaths:  category  of  premises  in  which  abortion 
performed  1968  to  1981. 

(vi)  Geography:  a  range  of  tables  showing  the 
geographical  distribution  of  legal  abortions  in  1981 
between  England  and  Wales,  Wales,  standard 
regions,  regional  and  area  health  authorities,  and 
districts;  and  country  of  usual  residence  for  non¬ 
resident  women. 

(vii)  Medical:  principal  medical  condition  reported,  for 
residents  of  England  and  Wales. 

Reference 

OPCS  Abortion  statistics  1980  Series  AB  no.  8  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £6.20 
net) 

Perinatal  and  infant  deaths 

The  third  report  by  the  Office  of  Population  Censuses 
and  Surveys  on  the  statistics  produced  from  stillbirth 
records  and  from  the  linkage  of  infant  death  records  to 
their  corresponding  birth  records  was  published  in 
December,  1983.  The  volume  looks  at  those  infant  and 
perinatal  deaths  which  occurred  during  1980. 

Since  1975,  infant  death  records  have  been  linked  to 
their  corresponding  birth  records  to  obtain  social  and 
biological  data  about  the  baby’s  family,  as  only  a 


limited  amount  of  information  about  the  parents  of  the 
deceased  infant  is  available  from  death  registration. 
Information  available  from  birth  records  includes  age 
of  parents,  number  of  legitimate  children,  social  class  of 
parent  (usually  father),  country  of  birth  of  parents, 
institution  of  birth  and  whether  the  baby  was  a  singleton 
or  not,  some  of  which  is  confidential.  This  report 
presents  data  on  all  these  factors  and  also  includes 
information  on  cause  of  death  and  region  of  residence. 

Deaths  of  infants  have  been  separated  into  five 
groups,  which  are  not  mutually  exclusive;  stillbirths, 
perinatal  deaths  (stillbirths  plus  deaths  in  the  first  week 
of  life),  neonatal  deaths  (deaths  in  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life),  postneonatal  deaths  (deaths  from  the  fifth  week 
of  life  up  to  one  year  of  age)  and  infant  deaths  (deaths 
in  the  first  year  of  life). 

Reference 

OPCS  Mortality  statistics:  perinatal  and  infant  --  social  and  biological  factors  1980 
Series  DH3  no.  9  (HMSO  1983)  (Price  £6.20  net) 


EDUCATION 

Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom  1983 
Edition 

Statistics  for  the  education  systems  in  England,  Wales, 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  are  collected  and 
processed  separately  in  accordance  with  the  particular 
needs  of  the  responsible  Departments.  Each  Education 
Department  -  the  Department  of  Education  and 
Science,  the  Welsh  Office  Education  Department,  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  and  the  Department  of 
Education  Northern  Ireland  -  makes  available  a 
selection  of  statistics  concerning  education  for  its 
country.  More  detailed  statistics  on  universities  are 
published  by  the  Universities’  Statistical  Record  on 
behalf  of  the  University  Grants  Committee. 

To  illustrate  the  size  and  nature  of  the  educational 
task  throughout  the  four  countries  and  to  facilitate 
international  comparisons,  basic  statistics  for  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom  are  assembled  and  published 
annually  for  the  Department  by  HMSO.  A  Bulletin  will 
be  issued  in  association  with  the  publication  of 
Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom,  1983 
Edition. 

The  1983  volume  continues  the  revised  format  of  the 
1982  edition  which  introduced  more  tables  combining 
data  across  institution  types.  Statistics  for  both  1980-81 
and  1981-82  have  been  included  in  the  time  series  tables 
but  must  of  the  single  year  tables  show  data  for  1981-82 
only.  The  department  has  issued  Statistical  Bulletin 
11/83  Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom, 
1980-81  to  summarise  some  basic  education  statistics  for 
this  academic  year  which  are  not  shown  in  this  edition. 
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References 

Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom  1982  Edition  (HMSO  January  1983) 
(Price  £7.50  net) 

Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom  1983  Edition  (HMSO  November  1983) 
(Price  £7.95  net)  ISBN  0  II  270559  6 

Statistical  Bulletin  1 1/83;  Education  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom,  1980^81  (see 
page  64.17  for  details  of  availability) 

Higher  education  projections  (Scotland) 

This  is  the  first  issue  of  a  statistical  bulletin  on 
projections  of  young  Scottish  entrants  to  full-time  and 
sandwich  higher  education  to  the  end  of  the  century. 
The  projections  are  based  on  a  number  of  assumptions 
about  the  proportion  of  young  people  staying  on  at 
school  to  obtain  necessary  entry  qualifications.  Two 
projections  -  a  high  and  low  variant -are  employed 
both  of  which  point  to  a  substantial  long  decline  in 
higher  education  entrants  due  to  population  changes. 

Composite  classes  in  education  authority  primary 
schools  (Scotland) 

This  statistical  bulletin  gives  information  about 
composite  classes  in  education  authority  primary 
schools  in  Scotland  for  sessions  from  1978/79  to 
1982/83.  The  term  ‘composite  class’  in  this  bulletin 
means  a  group  of  pupils  from  more  than  one  stage 
under  the  charge  of  one  teacher. 

For  details  of  availability  and  price  of  the  above 
bulletins  see  page  64.18. 

Education  and  the  engineering  industry 

Current  Trends  in  Education  -  a  digest  for  the 
engineering  industry  No.  15  Summer  1983  has  been 
published  by  the  engineering  industry  Training  Board 
(EITB).  The  digest  gives  an  account  of  educational 
developments,  at  all  levels,  which  are  likely  to  be  of 
interest  to  the  engineering  industry.  A  Statistical 
Appendix  brings  together  the  latest  information  about 
students  taking  degree  and  higher  diploma  courses 
in  mathematics.  Table  1  gives  numbers  of  home 
admissions  to  university  and  CNAA  first  degree  courses 
in  mathematics  and  shows  that  admissions  to  university 
courses  increased  considerably  between  1979  and  1981 
but  fell  in  1982.  Table  2  gives  the  three  ‘A’  level  scores 
of  a  sample  of  home  students  accepted  for  mathematics 
courses,  and  for  all  courses,  at  UK  universities,  1%9-81. 
Tables  3  to  8  give  information  on  the  numbers  coming 
out  of  the  higher  education  system  with  qualifications  in 
mathematics,  including  the  type  of  work  undertaken  by 
university  graduates  on  first  appointment. 

Reference 

Current  Trends  in  Education  -  a  digest  for  the  engineering  industry  No  1 5  Summer 
1983  is  available  from  EITB  Publications,  PO  Box  75.  Stockport.  Cheshire  SK4 
IPH  (Price  £6.00  including  postage). 


MANPOWER 

Employment  statistics 

The  December  1983  issue  of  the  Employment  Gazette 
presented,  for  the  first  time,  monthly  and  quarterly 
estimates  of  employees  in  employment  using  the  new 
Standard  Industrial  Classification  (SIC)  (1980).  An 
article  described  the  revised  series,  which  were  given 
from  September  1981  in  table  1.2  of  the  labour  market 
data  section  (yellow  pages).  These  were  based  on  the 
final  results  for  the  1981  Census  of  Employment, 
published  in  a  supplement  to  the  Gazette. 

The  time  series  in  table  1.2  will  be  extended  on  a 
consistent  basis  for  periods  before  1981  in  the  February 
issue,  and  more  detailed  estimates  by  industry  will  be 
given  in  tables  1.3  and  1.4.  It  is  also  planned  to  publish, 
on  the  new  classification,  a  regional  analysis  of 
employees  in  employment  in  table  1.5,  labour  turnover 
(table  1.6),  overtime  and  short-time  hours  (table  1.11) 
and  operatives’  hours  of  work  (table  1.12)  in  the  same 
issue. 

There  were  21.3  million  employees  in  employment  in 
Great  Britain  in  September  1981,  slightly  more  than 
estimated  at  the  time  of  the  provisional  figures  in 
December  1982,  according  to  the  final  results  of  the 
September  1981  Census  of  Employment.  These  results 
were  based  on  the  full  set  of  nearly  one  million  returns 
received  from  employers  and  show  that  the  provisional 
figures,  based  on  a  sample  of  returns,  had  understated 
employment  by  about  167,000  employees.  This  was 
partly  because  insufficient  allowance  had  been  made  in 
the  provisional  figures  for  non-response,  and  partly 
because  some  employers  were  not  covered  by  the 
register  used.  Also,  as  a  result  of  the  considerable 
amount  of  work  to  improve  the  industrial  classification 
of  employers,  there  were  slight  differences  in  the 
industrial  distribution  of  employees  in  the  final  results 
compared  with  that  in  the  provisional  figures. 

An  article  on  the  census  results  in  the  December  1983 
Gazette  included  tables  showing  the  main  aggregates  of 
employment  within  broad  industry  groups  for  Great 
Britain  based  on  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
(1980),  together  with  a  detailed  breakdown  of 
employment  in  the  United  Kindgdom  and  in  the 
standard  statistical  regions  of  Great  Britain  by  activity 
headings  of  SIC(1980).  One  of  the  useful  features  of 
SIC(1980)  is  that  it  gives  a  more  detailed  analysis  of 
employment  in  service  industries  than  was  possible  with 
S1C(1%8).  The  new  classification  was  described  in  a 
supplement  to  the  Employment  Gazette  May  1983  when 
provisional  estimates  of  employment  on  the  S1C(1980) 
for  September  1981  were  published. 

References 

Employment  Gazette  May  1983;  and  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.35  net  each) 


64.25 


Employment  in  the  public  and  private  sectors  1977-83 

March  Economic  Trends  contained  the  latest  annual 
article  in  the  series  on  public  and  private  sector  employ¬ 
ment.  The  article  gives  mid-year  estimates  of 
employment  in  the  United  Kingdom  consistent  with  the 
Annual  Census  of  Employment,  1981,  analysed  by 
sector  and  broad  industry  group  for  1978  to  1983. 
Eletails  of  changes  in  the  employed  labour  force  between 
1977/82,  1981/82  and  1982/83  and  preliminary 

estimates  of  employment  in  the  main  categories  of  the 
public  sector  from  1977  to  1983  are  also  included.  The 
article  uses  estimates  made  by  the  Department  of 
Employment  of  the  industry  analysis  of  employees  in 
employment  and  self-employed. 

References 

‘Employment  in  the  public  and  private  sectors,  1977  to  1981’  by  E.  A.  Doggett, 
Economic  Trends  No.  365,  March  1984  (HMSO)  (Price  £11.25  net) 

Employment  Gazette,  February  1984  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.75  net) 

Redundancy  statistics 

From  December  1983  statistics  on  redundancies  (ES 
955),  confirmed  by  the  Manpower  Services  Commission 
as  due  to  occur,  were  published  in  more  detail  than 
hitherto,  and  in  the  Labour  Market  Data  Section  of 
Employment  Gazette. 

Table  2.20,  introduced  in  December,  gives  regional 
redundancy  statistics  each  month.  The  1980  Standard 
Industrial  Classification  was  introduced  to  this  series 
beginning  with  figures  for  January  1984,  and  monthly 
redundancy  statistics  by  industry  are  being  published  in 
another  new  table. 

Reference 

Employment  Gazette  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.35  net) 

Industrial  stoppages 

Analyses  of  the  figures  for  stoppages  of  work  arising 
from  industrial  disputes  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1982 
were  published  in  the  July  1983  issue  of  Employment 
Gazette.  These  included  tabulations  of  stoppages  by 
industry  group,  by  cause  and  industry  group  and  by 
region  and  industry  group,  where  the  industry 
groupings  were  based  on  the  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  1968.  Since  January  1983  the  stoppage 
statistics  have  been  compiled  on  the  basis  of  the  revised 
1980  Standard  Industrial  Classification  (SIC)  and  the 
1982  figures  have  also  now  been  reclassified  to  the 
revised  SIC  to  provide  a  linking  year  for  comparison 
purposes.  The  relevant  revised  tabulations  are  included 
in  an  article  in  Employment  Gazette  November  1983. 
The  overall  figures  for  all  industries  and  services  are  not 
affected. 

Reference 

Employment  Gazette  November  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.35  net) 


Identifying  the  self-employed  and  employees  among 
outworkers 

A  study  carried  out  for  the  Department  of  Employment 
by  Patricia  Leighton  at  the  Polytechnic  of  North 
London  Department  of  Law  focused  on  service  sector 
industries  where  work  was  carried  out  off  the 
employer’s  premises  much  or  all  of  the  time,  and 
contracted  out  labour  was  common,  so  that  employers 
had  scope  for  choice  between  self-employed  and 
directly-employed  labour.  The  results  show  that 
employers  do  not  automatically  choose  self- 
employment  status  for  their  outworkers.  The  majority 
of  self-employed  outworkers  were  labour-only  sub¬ 
contractors,  with  employment  conditions  that  did  not 
differ  from  those  of  the  employee  outworkers  in  the 
same  industry;  this  suggests  that  many  of  them  were 
employees  with  reference  to  employment  legislation, 
while  they  were  self-employed  for  tax  and  National 
Insurance  purposes.  The  increase  in  self-employment 
between  1979  and  1981  (as  shown  by  official  statistics  in 
Employment  Gazette  )  may  thus  be  in  part  an  increase 
in  labour-only  sub-contracting.  The  results  of  the  study 
are  available  in  Department  of  Employment  Research 
Paper  No  39  and  two  Employment  Gazette  articles. 

References 

P.  Leighton,  ‘Employment  contracts:  a  choice  of  relationships’.  Employment 
Gazette  October  1982  (HMSO) 

P.  Leighton,  ‘Employment  and  self-employment:  some  problems  of  law  and 
practice’.  Employment  Gazette  May  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.35  net) 

P.  Leighton,  Contractual  Arrangements  in  Selected  Industries:  A  Study  of 
employment  relationships  in  industries  with  outwork.  Research  Paper  No  39, 
February  1983,  is  available  (free  of  charge)  from  Room  602,  Research 
Administration  Branch,  Department  of  Employment,  Steel  House,  Tothill  Street, 
London  SWI. 


Manpower  in  the  mechanical  lifting  and  handling 
equipment  industry 

Employment  and  training  in  the  mechanical  lifting  and 
handling  equipment  industry  is  the  subject  of  a  recent 
Engineering  Industry  Training  Board  (EITB)  report, 
one  of  a  series  on  the  machinery  sector  of  mechanical 
engineering.  The  report  deals  with  employment  and 
training  and  also  examines  the  economics  of  the 
industry.  A  statistical  annex  contains  seventeen  tables 
on  production,  output,  employment,  capital 
expenditure,  sales  and  training.  The  industry  is  covered 
by  Activity  heading  3255  of  the  1980  Standard 
Industrial  Classification  (SIC).  Data  prior  to  1982  are 
on  the  1968  SIC  (MLH337)  but  as  the  scope  of  the 
industry  did  not  change  during  the  reclassification 
earlier  figures  can  be  treated  as  part  of  a  consistent 
series. 

Reference 

Manpower  in  mechanical  lifting  and  handling  equipment  -  Reference  Paper 

RP/8/83  (Price  £2.50)  is  available  from  EITB  Publications,  PO  Box  75,  Stockport, 
Cheshire  SK4  I  PH. 
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AGRICULTURE  AND  FOOD 

Agricultural  price  indices 

New  series  of  indices  of  agricultural  prices  for  the 
United  Kingdom  based  on  1980=  100,  replacing  earlier 
series  based  on  1975  =  100,  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  use 
nationally  and  to  represent  the  United  Kingdom’s 
contribution  to  the  aggregate  indices  compiled  for  the 
European  Economic  Community  by  the  Statistical 
Office  of  the  European  Communities. 

The  indices  provide  short  and  medium-term  indica¬ 
tions  of  the  movements  in  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  the 
means  of  agricultural  production,  and  prices  received  by 
them  for  agricultural  products;  they  are  designed  to 
indicate  changes  in  the  price  element  of  a  series  of  fixed 
baskets  of  goods  and  services,  using  as  weights  the 
values  of  purchases  and  sales  in  the  base  year  1980. 
Coverage  is  restricted  to  transactions  between 
agriculture  and  other  branches  of  the  economy  (the 
‘national  farm’  concept)  and  excludes  all  inter-farm 
transactions. 

Statistical  Information  Notice  STA  TS  318/83  issued 
on  5  December  1983,  contained  the  first  issue  of  these 
series  on  the  new  base  and  included  annual  indices  for 
the  years  1975  to  1982  and  monthly  indices  from 
January  1982  to  October  1983.  Monthly  indices  for  the 
years  1975  to  1981  are  available  on  written  request  to  the 
Ministry  at  3-8  Whitehall  Place  London,  SWIA  2HH. 
The  series  of  indices  will  be  updated  monthly  and 
published  in  Statistical  Information  Notices. 


Estimates  of  total  food  supplies 
Annual  estimates  of  total  food  supplies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  are  based  on  data  relating  to  farm  output  and 
on  statistics  of  imports  and  exports.  The  estimates  are 
published  in  the  MAFF  series  of  Food  Facts  press 
notices  and  in  the  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics. 
Publication  of  estimates  for  1981  was  delayed  by  the 
disruption  to  the  Overseas  Trade  Statistics  for  that  year 
but  figures  for  both  1981  and  1982  are  now  available. 

Food  supplies  moving  into  consumption  in  the  United 
Kingdom 

The  estimates  of  primary  food  supplies  moving  into 
human  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  comprise 
home  production  plus  imports  less  exports.  Deductions 
are  made  for  non-food  uses  and  for  a  certain  amount  of 
waste,  and  account  is  taken  of  known  changes  in  stocks. 

Figures  for  1980-82  were  published  in  Food  Facts  No 
6  on  20  October  1983  and  for  a  longer  run  of  years  in 
the  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics,  1984  Edition.  These 
show  both  the  annual  supplies  of  each  primary 
foodstuff  (e.g.  flour  rather  than  bread  or  cakes)  in 


kilogrammes  per  head  and  their  estimated  total  energy 
and  nutrient  content.  As  the  notes  to  the  tables  explain, 
the  introduction  of  updated  nutrient  factors  has  led  to 
a  break  in  the  series  at  1980. 

Self  sufficiency  in  food 

Various  measures  of  the  relationship  between  UK 
agricultural  production  and  total  food  supplies  are 
calculated  covering  both  total  supplies  and  the  types  of 
food  that  are  grown  commercially  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  These  estimates  are  also  based  on  data 
relating  to  home  production,  imports  and  exports  but 
are  expressed  in  aggregate  value  terms.  Food  supplies 
are  valued  at  farmgate,  landed  or  shipped  value,  after 
adjustment  for  duties,  levies  and  export  refunds. 

Estimates  up  to  1982  were  not  ready  at  the  time  the 
Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  was  being  prepared  for 
printing  but  were  recently  published  in  Food  Facts  No 
1/1984. 

Copies  of  the  relevant  issues  of  Food  Facts  may  be 
obtained  from: 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 

Press  Office 

Whitehall  Place 

London  SWIA  2HH 

(Telephone  01-233  5171) 

Rcfercnct 

Annual  Abstrixt  of  Statistics  No.  120,  I9S4  Edition  (HMSO>  (Price  £17.95  net) 
ISBNO  11  620100  2* 


Farm  Incomes  in  England  1982/83 
This  Report,  which  will  be  issued  in  February,  describes 
the  physical  characteristics  and  financial  results  of  an 
identical  sample  of  some  2,0(X)  full-time  farms  for 
which  farm  accounts  were  obtained  in  1981/82  and 
1982/83  in  the  Farm  Management  Survey  in  England. 
The  results  are  analysed  by  type  of  farming,  region  and 
size  of  business.  In  addition  to  these  recorded  results  of 
the  survey  an  assessment  is  given  in  qualitative  terms  of 
the  changes  in  output,  inputs  and  net  income  that  are 
expected  in  1983/84.  The  Report  also  contains 
information  about  farmers’  liabilities  and  assets  and  the 
sources  and  disposition  of  funds  for  investment,  shown 
by  balance  sheets  obtained  from  a  sub-sample  of  some 
916  farms  in  the  survey. 

Reference 

Farm  incomes  in  England  19S2/83  (HMSO  February  1984)  (Price  £7.25  net) 


Potato  crisps  and  snack  foods 
Results  of  the  second  quarter  1983  were  published  in 
Statistical  Information  Notice  STATS  307/83  on  18 
November  1983. 
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Scottish  agriculture 

The  Economic  Report  on  Scottish  Agriculture  1982  was 
published  by  HMSO  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  for  Scotland  on  16  November  1983 
price  £6.70  net.  The  Report  incorporates  Scottish 
Agricultural  Economics  and  Agriculture  Statistics, 
Scotland. 

Scottish  sample  pig  census  for  August  1983 
The  results  of  the  August  1983  Scottish  Sample  Pig 
Census  were  published  as  a  Scottish  Office  Press  Notice 
on  12  October  1983  (Press  Notice  No  1038/83). 

Census  of  woodlands  and  trees 

The  Forestry  Commission  has  recently  published  the 
results  of  a  census  which  has  taken  three  years  to 
complete  and  which  is  the  most  detailed  since  1947. 
England,  Census  of  Woodlands  and  Trees  and  Wales, 
Census  of  Woodlands  and  Trees  show  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  some  14  per  cent  in  the  total  area  of 
woodland  in  England,  and  over  40  per  cent  in  Wales, 
since  the  Second  World  War.  New  conifer  plantations 
account  for  most  of  the  increase  but  the  total  area  of 
broadleaved  woodland  has  not  been  reduced.  Results 
given  in  the  Report  include,  volume  of  timber  in 
woodlands,  estimated  numbers  of  non-woodland  trees 
and  forest  type  by  area  and  ownership. 

In  addition  to  the  above  country  reports.  County 
Reports  have  been  published  for  Greater  London,  Kent, 
East  Sussex,  West  Sussex,  Surrey,  Berkshire, 
Hampshire,  Isle  of  Wight,  Dorset,  Wiltshire,  Avon, 
Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall,  Gloucestershire  and 
Hereford  and  Worcester. 

Conservancy  Reports  (reports  relating  to  the 
administrative  regions  of  the  Forestry  Commission  in 
Great  Britain)  have  been  published  for  East  England, 
South  East  England,  South  West  England,  North  East 
England  and  North  West  England. 

Reports  expected  to  be  published  in  January/ 
February  1984  are  for  Essex,  Bedfordshire, 
Hertfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Oxfordshire,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  Northamptonshire  and  Cambridgeshire;  also 
Conservancy  Reports  for  North  Wales  and  South 
Wales. 

Reports  for  the  remaining  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  for  North,  East,  South  and  West  Scotland 
Conservancies,  for  Scotland  and  for  Great  Britain  will 
follow  during  the  following  three  months. 

All  Reports,  whether  Country,  Conservancy  or 
County,  are  priced  at  £3.00  each,  plus  postage  and 
packing,  and  can  be  obtained  from: 

The  Publications  Officer, 

Forestry  Commission  Research  Station, 

Alice  Holt  Lodge,  Wrecclesham, 

Farnham,  Surrey  GUIO  4LH 


INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS 

Industry  statistics 

In  September,  when  the  national  accounts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  were  rebased  the  Central  Statistical  Office 
introduced  the  new  Index  of  Output  of  the  Production 
Industries  (1980=  100).  The  index  is  based  on  1980  and 
uses  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification  1980 
(SIC(80)).  Occasional  Paper  Number  18  lists  the  series 
and  weights  used  in  the  Index  of  Production.  The  CSO 
has  also  produced  an  Occasional  Paper  (Number  21) 
Supplementary  analysis  of  series  in  the  Index  of  Output 
of  the  Production  Industries  1980  base,  which  gives 
supplementary  information  on  the  series  used  to 
compile  the  new  Index.  Another  Occasional  Paper, 
Series  and  weights  used  in  estimating  the  output 
measure  of  gross  domestic  product  at  constant  factor 
cost;  1980  base  (No  20)  supplements  No  18,  providing 
detailed  weights  for  the  rest  of  the  economy,  and  is  now 
available.  These  occasional  papers  are  obtainable,  price 
£2.50  each  (cash  with  order)  from:  OSS  Branch,  Room 
73/3,  Central  Statistical  Office,  Great  George  Street, 
London,  SWIP  3AQ 


Aerospace  and  electronics  cost  indices 
The  cost  indices  for  the  aerospace  and  radio,  radar  and 
electronic  capital  goods  industries  are  published  to  meet 
a  widespread  demand  for  information  on  movements  in 
these  industries’  costs.  An  explanation  of  the  method  of 
compiling  the  indices  was  given  in  British  business  for 
4  December  1981.  Since  then  there  have  been  changes  to 
the  producer  price  index  (formerly  known  as  the 
wholesale  price  index),  which  is  used  in  the  calculation 
of  the  cost  indices,  and  a  review  in  British  business,  2 
December  1983,  updates  that  article  in  the  light  of  these 
changes.  In  addition,  there  is  an  outline  of  a  simplified 
set  of  cost  indices  which  will  eventually  replace  the 
existing  indices. 

During  the  autumn  of  1983  major  government 
industrial  statistics  were  reclassified  from  the  1968  to 
the  1980  version  of  the  Standard  Industrial  Classi¬ 
fication,  and  were,  where  appropriate,  rebased  onto 
1980=  1(X).  As  an  exception  the  aerospace  and 
electronics  cost  indices  will  continue  to  be  published  in 
exactly  the  same  format  as  before,  with  1975  =  100,  until 
the  middle  of  1988.  This  extension  of  the  1975  =  100  cost 
indices  is  being  made  at  the  request  of  the  aerospace  and 
electronics  industries  to  allow  long-running  contracts 
incorporating  the  existing  indices  to  be  concluded. 

Reference 

British  business  2  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £1.10  net) 
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Stock  of  consumer  durables  in  the  United  Kingdom 
An  article  in  the  March  1978  issue  of  Economic  Trends 
(subsequently  reprinted  in  Studies  in  Official  Statistics 
Number  35)  by  J.  R.  Calder  entitled  ‘The  stock  of 
consumer  durables  in  the  United  Kingdom’  provided  a 
selection  of  figures  over  the  run  of  years  end- 1966  to 
end-1976  for  the  total  and  major  components  of 
consumer  durables.  Six  variants  were  considered,  two 
methods  of  calculating  depreciation  (straight-line  and 
reducing  balance)  for  each  of  three  life-length 
assumptions  (short,  medium  and  long).  Estimates  were 
provided  at  current  (end-year)  prices  and  at  constant 
(1970)  prices. 

The  results  for  the  reducing  balance,  medium  life- 
length  variant  were  used  in  the  compilation  of  the 
balance  sheets  for  the  personal  sector  which  formed  part 
of  the  CSO’s  evidence  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Distribution  of  Income  and  Wealth. 

The  exercise  has  been  extended  annually  to  include 
the  end  of  more  recent  years.  The  base-year  of  the 
constant  price  figures  has  been  up-dated  from  1970  to 
1980. 

The  latest  extension  of  the  exercise,  to  end- 1982,  has 
now  been  completed.  A  short  paper  summarising  the 
results  is  available,  updating  some  of  the  tables  given  in 
the  Economic  Trends  article,  of  which  off-prints  are 
also  available.  A  small  charge,  of  £1.20  each  including 
postage,  is  made  for  these  items. 

Enquiries  to: 

Publications  Unit 
Room  74/3 

Central  Statistical  Office 
Great  George  Street 
London 
SWIP  3AQ 

(Telephone:  01-233  7233) 

References 

Economic  Trends  Number  293  (March  1978)  (HMSO) 

Studies  in  Official  Statistics  Number  35;  Personal  sector  balance  sheets  and  current 
developments  in  Inland  Revenue  estimates  of  personal  wealth  (HMSO  1978)  (Price 
£2.25  net). 

Assisted  areas:  business  mix 

The  classification  of  the  regions  of  Great  Britain  into 
various  types  of  assisted  areas  is  an  important  part  of 
the  policy  to  bring  about  industrial  regeneration  of 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  otherwise  it  might  not 
be  forthcoming.  An  article  in  British  business  11 
November  1983  by  Pom  Ganguly  assesses  the  impact  of 
such  a  classification  of  the  regions  on  the  sectoral 
distribution  of  businesses  throughout  the  assisted  areas. 

Previous  articles  in  British  business  (covered  in 
Statistical  News  56.29,  57.26,  58.32,  59.45,  61.24  and 
63.36)  have  provided  regional  analyses  of  the  stocks  of 
businesses  and  of  births  and  deaths  of  firms  in  the 


United  Kingdom  based  on  VAT  data.  The  current 
article  extends  the  range  of  the  information  to  the  sub¬ 
regional  level. 

To  limit  the  material  to  manageable  proportions,  only 
the  stock  of  businesses  in  Great  Britain  is  shown, 
classified  by  status  of  assisted  area  and  by  sector  of 
trade.  It  is  intended  to  provide  similar  information  on 
births  and  deaths  of  firms. 

Once  the  articles  by  status  of  assisted  area  are 
completed,  the  feasibility  of  providing  the  range  of 
information  by  travel-to-work-areas  will  be  inves¬ 
tigated. 

Inquiries  about,  but  not  requests  for,  the  articles 
should  be  addressed  to: 

Mr.  Pom  Ganguly 

Statistician 

Small  Firms  Division 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 

Room  214 

Ashdown  House 

123  Victoria  Street 

London,  SWIE  6RB 

Reference 

British  business  11  November  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £1.10  net) 

Business  Monitors 

The  following  Business  Monitors  have  recently  been 
published  by  HMSO  for  the  Business  Statistics  Office, 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry: 

PA  1007  1982  Minerals,  price  £5.95  net 

PA  500  1981  Construction  Industry.  Report  on  the 

Census  of  Production,  price  £4.60  net. 

PO  1000  Quarterly  Statistics  of  Manufacturers’  Sales 
1983.  Index  of  Commodities,  price  £6.50  net. 


DISTRIBUTION 

Retailing  inquiry  1982 

An  article  in  British  business  16  December  1983, 
presents  summary  provisional  results  from  the  retailing 
inquiry  for  1982.  The  inquiry  involved  the  despatch  of 
just  under  20,0(X)  forms  and  the  results  in  this  article  are 
based  on  around  15,0(X)  returns  including  figures  from 
nearly  all  the  large  retailers 
The  1982  retailing  inquiry  was  a  ‘full’  inquiry  and  is 
broadly  comparable  in  terms  of  the  range  of  data 
collected  to  those  taken  from  1976  to  1980,  the  results 
of  which  have  been  published  in  Business  Monitor 
SDA25.  Full  retailing  inquiries  are  now  carried  out 
every  second  year  and  alternate  with  ‘slimline’  inquiries, 
which  only  collect  data  on  turnover,  stocks  and  capital 
expenditure.  The  first  slimline  inquiry  was  taken  in 
respect  of  1981,  with  results  published  in  British 
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business,  15  July  1983.  The  final  results  of  the  1982 
retailing  inquiry  will  be  published  next  summer  in 
Business  Monitor  SD025,  with  a  summary  appearing 
beforehand  in  British  business. 

Refereace 

British  business  16  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £1.10  net) 

Retail  sales  index 

The  monthly  retail  sales  indices  are  being  rebased  onto 
1980=  100,  using  the  results  of  the  1980  retail  inquiry. 
The  new  series  are  due  to  be  published  on  5  March,  and 
will  be  introduced  in  advance  by  an  article  in  British 
business. 

The  index  numbers  are  compiled  from  the  monthly 
turnover  figures  of  a  panel  of  voluntary  contributors, 
adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  growth  shown  by  the 
more  comprehensive  annual  retailing  inquiries  for  1980, 
1981  and  1982. 

Full  back  runs  of  data,  on  the  new  base,  will  be 
available  from: 

Statistics  Division  2B 
Department  of  Trade  &  Industry 
Room  454 
Sanctuary  Buildings 
16-20  Gt  Smith  Street 
London  SWIP  3DB 
(Tel:  01-215  3705) 

Reference 

British  business  (HMSO  weekly)  (Price  £1.10  net) 


TRANSPORT 

Port  statistics 

The  Department  of  Transport,  Branches  STA5A  and 
STA5B,  provide  an  information  service  on  ports,  the 
traffic  through  them,  and  domestic  water  transport. 
The  data  are  freely  available  to  Government,  and  may 
be  purchased  by  non-Government  users  subject  to  any 
necessary  confidentiality  constraints. 

Port  Traffic 

Data,  compiled  from  annual  returns  completed  by  ports 
and  operators,  on  traffic  through  seaports  in  Great 
Britain  are  available  from  1965  onwards.  The 
information  covers  both  foreign  and  domestic  (i.e. 
coastwise  and  one-port)  traffic.  Prior  to  1982  the  data 
were  classified  by  commodity  but  from  1982  onwards 
the  classification  was  changed  to  mode  of  appearance 
(i.e.  liquid  bulk,  dry  bulk,  near  bulk,  unitised,  and 
conventional),  with  commodity  detail  available  for  bulk 
traffic  and  all  coastwise  traffic.  Considerable  detail  of 
unitised  traffic  is  available  covering  containers, 
powered  vehicles,  etc.,  import/export  vehicles. 


passenger  accompanied  vehicles  and  other  traffic  on 
roll-on/roll-off  ferries  are  also  covered.  1982  and 
subsequent  data  will  be  held,  in  detail,  on  a  computer 
database,  earlier  years’  data  being  added,  in  summary 
form,  as  resources  allow.  The  information  from  the 
returns  is  published  annually  in  Port  Statistics. 

Trade  statistics 

Information  compiled  from  HM  Customs  and  Excise 
data  covering  UK  foreign  trade,  by  value  and  tonnage, 
is  held  on  microfiche  by  the  branch.  The  information 
covers  UK  port  of  loading/unloading  (including 
airports  and  the  Irish  land  boundary),  commodity,  and 
country  of  origin/destination.  Some  extra  details  on 
unitised  traffic  are  also  held. 

Port  traffic  forecasts 

The  National  Ports  Council  made  forecasts  of  port 
traffic  five  to  ten  years  ahead  based  on  1978  data  using 
a  complex  econometric  model.  The  forecasts  were 
expensive  to  produce  and  were  not  available  until  too 
long  after  the  base  year  to  be  of  great  use. 

The  Department  of  Transport  and  the  British  Ports 
Association  (BPA)  are  jointly  funding  a  contract  to 
develop  a  simplified  medium  term  forecasting 
methodology.  The  method  involves  trend  extrapolation 
tempered  by  extensive  market  research.  The  first  phase 
of  the  project  started  in  September  1982  and  involves 
the  setting  up  of  a  computerised  database  of  historical 
data  covering  foreign  non-oil  traffic  and  the  production 
of  initial  1982  based  forecasts  by  March  1984.  The 
forecasts  are  for  45  commodities,  25  trade  areas,  mode 
of  appearance  and  port  region  in  Great  Britain. 
Subsequent  development  in  phase  two  will  include  the 
production  of  1984  based  forecasts  in  1985  and  the 
extension  of  the  database  to  domestic  and  oil  traffic. 

Port  manpower 

The  National  Ports  Council  conducted  regular  censuses 
of  employment  within  the  ports  industry  until  1979. 
Since  then  the  Department  of  Transport  has  made 
estimates  of  total  employment  in  the  industry  based  on 
Department  of  Employment  ‘census  of  employment’ 
data.  In  addition  considerable  amounts  of  information 
are  received,  on  registered  dock  workers,  from  the 
National  Dock  Labour  Board. 

In  1983  the  National  Association  of  Port  Employers 
and  the  British  Ports  Association  jointly  undertook  a 
further  census  in  ports.  The  results  of  the  census  have 
not  yet  been  analysed  fully  but  the  Department  of 
Transport  has  agreed  to  help  with  the  analysis  and 
initial  results  should  be  available  early  in  1984.  The 
census  will  give  details  of  employment  by  type  of  port 
(scheme/non-scheme),  and  skill/specialisation  of 
employee. 
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Port  finance 

A  database  has  been  set  up  containing  information 
extracted  from  the  accounts  of  about  30  major  port 
authorities  from  1978  to  date.  Available  data  on 
manpower  and  traffic  in  the  same  ports  will  be  included 
shortly.  An  annual  bulletin  of  financial  results  is 
produced  jointly  with  the  British  Ports  Association,  and 
a  commentary  is  produced  for  the  Department.  The 
results  are  confidential  to  Government  and  the  BPA 
membership. 

Inland  origins  and  destinations 
A  survey  of  the  inland  and  sea  movement  of  UK 
international  non-fuel  trade  was  conducted  in  1978. 
This  followed  up  79,000  (one  per  cent)  Customs 
consignments,  the  sample  being  designed  in  such  a  way 
that  some  50  per  cent  of  tonnage  was  covered  and 
estimates  of  tonnage  flows  for  each  of  99  commodity 
groups  could  be  made  with  acceptable  accuracy.  The 
data  recorded  include  UK  inland  origin  or  destination  of 
the  goods,  mode  of  transport  used  in  inland 
movements,  use  of  intermediate  depots,  UK  and  foreign 
port,  sea  mode  (container/Ro/Ro,  etc.)  and  country  of 
consignment.  A  further  survey  in  1985  or  1986  is  being 
planned. 

Domestic  waterborne  freight 

Annual  statistics  of  freight  traffic  on  inland  waterways 
and  by  coastal  shipping  are  compiled  by  consultants. 
These  update  a  benchmark  survey  in  1980  which  also 
included  an  inventory  of  waterways,  inland  waterway 
vessels  and  wharves.  Further  statistics  are  available  for 
those  waterways  controlled  by  British  Waterways 
Board. 

Publications 

Available  from  the  British  Ports  Association, 
Commonwealth  House,  1/19  New  Oxford  Street, 
London  WCIA  IDZ  (prices  include  postage): 

Port  Statistics  for  1980,  1981  and  1982.  Price  £21  for 
each  year. 

(Detailed  tables  on  port  traffic,  plus  tables  on 
international  passenger  movements,  fish  landings, 
port  manpower  and  finance) 

Port  Statistics  Bulletin  No  1.  Price  £8.00. 

(Traffic  through  GB  seaports  1%5-1981:  summary 
figures,  charts,  league  tables  with  commentary  on 
trends  and  prospects.) 

Available  from  the  Department  of  Transport,  Room 
A140,  Romney  House,  43  Marsham  Street,  London 
SWIP  3PY  (prices  include  postage): 


Price  £10.00.  for  each  year  (Forerunner  of  Port 
Statistics  as  formerly  published  by  the  National  Ports 
Council.) 

Available  from  HMSO  Bookshops: 

Transport  Statistics  Great  Britain,  1972-1982.  Price 
£19.00  net. 

(Section  4  ‘Water  transport’  includes  tables,  charts 
and  commentary  on  port  traffic,  domestic 
waterborne  freight;  elsewhere  there  are  articles  on 
new  developments  in  the  statistics.) 

Details  of  reports  on  Waterborne  Freight  Statistics 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  Port  Choice  and  the 
Routing  of  UK  Trade,  and  Port  Traffic  Forecasting 
are  available  on  request. 

Enquiries 

Bruce  Oelman  01-212  0149  Room  B246 
John  Isles  01-212  0246  Room  B246 
Tony  Fagan  01-212  6564  Room  B252 
Department  of  Transport,  Romney  House,  43 
Marsham  Street,  London  SWIP  3PY. 


General  trends  in  shipping  -  Business  Monitor  MR15 
Issue  No  6  in  this  series  updating  UK  fleet  statistics  to 
mid-1983  was  published  in  November  1983. 

Business  Monitor  MR15  contains  analyses  of  the 
United  Kingdom  merchant  fleet  based  on  the 
Department’s  own  records,  kept  up  to  date  with 
information  from  the  Registrar  General  of  Shipping  and 
Seamen.  As  well  as  showing  the  overall  size  of  the  fleet 
and  various  breakdowns  by  characteristics  such  as  size 
and  age  of  ships,  it  contains  many  other  analyses  of 
special  interest,  such  as  how  much  of  the  fleet  is  owned 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  how  much  abroad,  and 
details  of  additions  to  and  disposals  from  the  United 
Kingdom  register  during  the  last  three  years. 

Issue  No  6  of  MR  15  includes  statistics  up  to  mid-1983 
which  show  the  continuing  decline  in  the  United 
Kingdom  registered  fleet.  It  stood  at  907  ships  of  27.6 
million  deadweight  tons  (dwt)  at  end- June  1983 
compared  with  985  ships  of  30.4  million  dwt  at 
end- 1982,  and  1,682  ships  of  51.9  million  dwt  at 
end-1975.  In  terms  of  world  merchant  fleets  the  United 
Kingdom,  at  end-1982,  remained  in  sixth  place  behind 
Liberia,  Japan,  Greece,  Panama  and  Norway. 

MR  1 5  Monitors  have  been  published  since  1980,  as  a 
result  of  demand  from  outside  Government  for  what 
had  previously  been  an  internal  compilation.  This  is  the 


Inland  Origins  and  Destinations  of  UK  International  first  issue  since  responsibility  for  shipping  transferred  to 
Trade  1978.  Price  £35.  the  Department  of  Transport.  It  is  published  in  the 

(Description  of  the  survey  and  83  tables  of  results.)  Business  Statistics  Office’s  series  of  Business  Monitors 
Annual  Digest  of  Port  Statistics  (for  1%5  to  1979).  by  HMSO,  price  £7.15  net. 


Road  accidents  in  English  regions 

The  second  edition  of  Road  Accident  Statistics  for 

English  Regions  (RASER)  is  expected  to  be  published  in 

February. 

This  publication  contains  eight  main  accident  tables, 
each  enabling  current  experience  in  English  regions  to 
be  compared  with  the  national  picture  and  with  Welsh 
and  Scottish  totals.  There  are  also  four  charts,  each  with 
its  own  short  commentary.  It  has  been  possible  this  year 
to  segregate  ‘A’  road  accidents  between  trunk  roads 
(Department  of  Transport  responsibility  along  with 
motorways)  and  principal  roads  (county).  Also,  traffic 
estimates  for  regions  are  now  available,  enabling 
meaningful  regional  accident  rates  to  be  shown.  Some 
basic  regional  characteristics,  such  as  population,  area, 
and  numbers  of  vehicles  licensed,  are  also  given. 

As  a  number  of  tables  show  data  for  1982  only,  users 
will  find  it  advantageous  to  have  a  copy  of  the  first 
edition  for  reference  even  though  changes  had  been 
made  to  the  data  presented.  Within  each  region, 
summary  statistics  are  given  for  each  county  and  for 
certain  main  roads.  The  main  accident  tables  are: 

1.  Casualties  by  severity,  region  and  rate  per  100,000 
population  (1979-1982). 

2.  Accident  rates  per  100m  vehicle  kilometres  by 
region  and  severity  (1981-1982). 

3.  Accidents:  by  county,  class  of  road,  whether  trunk 
or  principal,  and  severity  (1980-1982). 

4.  Accidents  per  100  kilometres  of  road  by  county, 
road  class,  whether  trunk  or  principal,  and 
severity:  1980-1982  average. 

5.  Vehicles  and  casualties  per  accident:  by  severity 
and  type  of  road  and  county. 

6.  Monthly  accidents  and  indices  by  region:  1982. 

7.  Trunk  road  accidents  by  region  and  number  of 
lanes. 

8.  Accidents  on  selected  major  roads  by  county:  by 
severity,  whether  involving  pedestrians,  at 
junctions,  on  dual  carriageway,  on  lit/unlit  roads 
at  night,  on  wet  roads  by  day/night,  number  of 
vehicles  involved. 

In  addition  there  are  charts  showing: 

1.  Casualties  on  all  roads  and  on  built-up  roads 
(1982). 

2.  Child/Adult  casualties  per  100,000  population,  all 
severities  (1982). 

3.  Regional  Accident  Indices  1975-1982. 

4.  Accident  rates  by  average  traffic  flow:  by  severity 
and  region  on  motorways  (including  A(M)  roads), 
built-up  roads  and  on  trunk  roads  and  principal 
roads. 

Reference 

Road  Accident  Statistics  for  English  Regions,  available  from  STCG4,  DOE/DTp, 
Room  B2.42,  Romney  House,  43  Marsham  Street,  London  SWIP  3PY  (Price  to  be 
announced) 


Scotland 

Road  accidents  1982 

The  annual  publication  on  road  accidents  in  Scotland 
was  published  in  November  1983.  The  publication  is  in 
three  main  sections;  a  summary;  a  section  outlining  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  accidents;  and  a  similar 
section  on  the  resulting  casualties.  Each  section  consists 
of  commentary  and  tables  on  the  main  features  of  the 
statistics,  and  detailed  statistical  tables  are  included  at 
the  end  of  the  volume.  Road  Accidents,  Scotland  1982 
is  available,  price  £1.50  from  the  Librarian,  Room  2/65, 
Scottish  Office,  New  St  Andrew’s  House,  Edinburgh 
EHl  3TG. 

Accidents  at  ‘T’  junctions 

A  statistical  bulletin.  Injury  road  accidents  at  ‘T’ 
junctions  was  published  in  November  1983.  The  bulletin 
outlines  the  common  features  of  these  accidents  and 
points  to  areas  of  particular  concern. 

Seat  belts 

The  effects  on  the  number  of  front  seat  car  user 
casualties  over  the  first  six  months  of  the  new  seat  belt 
law  is  estimated  in  a  statistical  bulletin  Seat 
belts  -  Scotland  published  in  December,  1983.  The 
bulletin  contains  details  of  the  reductions  by  severity  of 
injury,  and  describes  the  types  of  accidents  where  the 
largest  savings  have  been  made. 

Both  of  the  above  statistical  bulletins  (price  50p  each 
including  postage)  are  available  from  the  Scottish 
Office,  Central  Statistics  Unit,  Room  5/52,  New  St 
Andrew’s  House,  Edinburgh  EHl  3SX  (telephone 
031-556  8400  ext.  5732). 

NATIONAL  ACCOUNTS 

The  effects  of  rebasing  on  the  estimates  of  gross 
domestic  product 

During  1983,  the  base  year  for  the  constant  price 
estimates  in  the  United  Kingdom  national  accounts  was 
changed  from  1975  to  1980.  An  article  in  the  December 
1983  issue  of  Economic  Trends  gives  details  of  the 
effects  of  this  rebasing  on  the  measures  of  gross 
domestic  product  (GDP).  Another  article,  in  the 
October  1983  issue  of  Economic  Trends,  gives  details  of 
the  effects  of  rebasing  on  the  index  of  output  of  the 
production  industries,  (a  major  component  of  the 
output  measure  of  GDP). 

The  rebased  annual  estimates  were  first  published  in 
the  ‘Blue  Book’  National  Income  and  Expenditure, 
1983  Edition.  Quarterly  figures  (mainly  consistent  with 
these  annual  data  but,  in  the  case  of  GDP(O), 
containing  some  later  data)  were  given  in  the  October 
issue  of  Economic  Trends.  The  last  complete  set  of 
1975-based  estimates  were  published  in  the  July  edition 
of  Economic  Trends. 
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The  following  table,  based  on  the  December  1983 
article,  compares  the  percentage  changes  between  1978 
and  1982  in  the  constant  price  measures  of  GDP  at  1980 
prices  with  estimates  of  what  these  changes  would  have 
been  if  the  series  had  not  been  rebased  and  were  still 
compiled  in  terms  of  1975  prices. 


Percentage  changes  in  GDP  at  constant  factor  cost, 
1978-82 


Based  on  1980 

Based  on 

Effect  of 

prices,  as 
published  in 
October  !983 

Economic 

Trends 

1975  prices 

rebasing 

Expenditure-based  measure 

0.2 

-0.8 

1.0 

Income-based  measure 

0.3 

-0.7 

1.0 

Output-based  measure' 

-1.0 

—  1.4 

0.4 

Average  measure 

-0.2 

-1.0 

0.8 

1.  For  the  output-based  measure,  the  effects  of  changes  in  methodology  could  not 
be  separated  from  the  effects  of  rebasing.  Consequently,  the  differences  between 
the  1975  and  the  1980  based  series  shown  for  this  measure  reflect  the  effects  of 
both  factors. 

References 

The  effects  of  rebasing  on  the  estimates  of  gross  domestic  product*  by  T  J 
Kavanagh  and  M  J  Clary,  Economic  Trends  No.  362^  December  1983  (HMSO) 
(Price  £10.75  net). 

‘The  rebased  estimates  of  the  index  of  the  output  of  the  production  industries*  by 
J  A  Perry,  Economic  Trends  No.  360^  October  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net). 
National  Income  and  Expenditure  1983  Edition  (HMSO)  (Price  £13.95  net). 
‘National  Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  second  quarter  of  1983*.  Economic  Trends 
No.  360,  October  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net). 

‘National  Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  first  quarter  of  1983*,  Economic  Trends 
No.  357,  July  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net). 

Sector  classification  booklet 

To  complement  the  industrial  classification  of  economic 
activities  -  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification - 
which  groups  together  economic  units  in  accordance 
with  their  main  activity,  the  Central  Statistical  Office 
published  in  December  1982  a  sector  classification 
which  divides  the  economy  into  institutional  sectors 
with  reference  to  economic  organisation  as  displayed  by 
control  and  ownership.  An  updated  version  -  Sector 
Classification  for  the  National  Accounts,  No.  2 -was 
published  in  December  1983. 

The  framework'of  the  classification  is  as  follows: 
100  Personal  sector 

110  Individuals  and  households  (including  private 

trusts) 

120  Unincorporated  businesses 

130  Private  non-profit-making  bodies  serving 

persons 

140  Life  assurance  and  superannuation  funds 

(income  and  expenditure) 

200  Corporate  sector 

210  Industrial  and  commercial  companies 

220  Financial  companies  and  institutions 

221  Monetary  sector  institutions 


222  Other  financial  institutions 
230  Public  corporations 

3{X)  General  government 

310  Central  government 

311  Trading 

312  Non-trading 

313  National  Insurance  Fund 

320  Local  authorities 

321  Trading 

322  Non-trading 
4(X)  Overseas  sector 

and  leads  to  the  following  combinations: 

230,300  Public  sector 

100,210,222  Domestic  non-bank  private  sector 
Part  I  of  the  booklet  outlines  the  basis,  structure  and 
purpose  of  the  classification  whilst  Part  2  defines  each 
of  the  individual  sectors  identified  in  the  classification, 
and  shows  lists  of  organisations  typical  of  each  sector 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  any  bodies  whose  status  and 
structure  do  not  give  a  clear  guide  to  their  classification. 
There  is  dn  alphabetical  index. 

Copies  are  available  from  Branch  5,  Central 
Statistical  Office,  Great  George  Street,  London  SWIP 
3AQ  (price  £3.00  including  postage).  A  cheque  made 
payable  to  the  ‘Cabinet  Office’  should  accompany  each 
order. 

National  Income  and  Expenditure  1983  Edition 
Statistical  News  page  63.34  should  be  corrected  as 
follows: 

Table  13.12  public  sector  financial  account 
General  government 

delete  48  insert  -48 

HOME  FINANCE 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer’s  Autumn  Statement 
An  article  in  Economic  Progress  Report  No.  163 
December  1983,  published  by  HM  Treasury,  gives  the 
major  points  from  the  published  statement  and  from  the 
Chancellor’s  speech  on  presenting  it  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Thursday,  17  November  1983.  The 
statement  brings  together  a  number  of  economic 
announcements.  These  include  the  short-term  forecast 
which  the  Treasury  is  required  to  publish  by  the 
Industry  Act  1975,  decisions  on  public  expenditure 
plans  for  the  forthcoming  financial  year,  and  any 
changes  in  national  insurance  contributions  applying 
from  the  following  April.  The  statement  also  contains  a 
set  of  ‘ready  reckoners’  for  calculating  the  likely  effects 
on  revenue  of  illustrative  tax  changes.  A  Supplement, 
accompanying  the  Economic  Progress  Report 
summarises  the  Statement,  which  is  published  in  full  as 


64.33 


a  House  of  Commons  Paper,  and  gives  more  detailed 
information  on  the  different  sections  of  the  Statement. 

References 

Economic  Progress  Report  and  Supplement^  available  from  Publications  Division, 
Central  Office  of  Information,  Hercules  Road,  London  SEl  7DV  (free). 

House  of  Commons  Paper  112,  Autumn  Statement  1983  (HMSO  November  1983) 
(Price  £4.00  net)  ISBN  0  10  211284  3 

Public  expenditure:  definitions  and  trends 

The  November  issue  of  Economic  Trends  contains  an 
article  by  HM  Treasury  entitled  ‘Public  expenditure: 
definitions  and  trends’.  This  article  traces  the  changes  in 
the  measurement  of  public  expenditure  for  control 
purposes  in  the  annual  Public  Expenditure  Survey 
(PES)  through  successive  public  expenditure  White 
Papers,  and  relates  this  measurement  to  the  concept  of 
general  government  expenditure  in  the  national 
accounts.  The  main  aggregates  of  public  expenditure  as 
defined  in  the  most  recent  public  expenditure  White 
Paper  are  shown  from  1973-74  to  1982-83.  Trends  in 
different  measurements  of  public  expenditure  are  shown 
from  l%3-64  to  1982-83.  These  demonstrate  the  fairly 
steady  rise  in  public  expenditure,  and  the  growth  of 
transfer  payments  therein  over  the  last  ten  years. 


Reference 

^:onomic  Trends  No.  361,  November  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net) 

ISBN  0  11  620091  X 

Regional  accounts  1971  to  1981:  new  industrial 
classification 

The  November  issue  of  Economic  Trends  included  the 
annual  article  on  UK  regional  accounts.  The  article 
presents  regional  accounts  for  1981  including  the 
income  measure  of  gross  domestic  product  at  factor  cost 
analysed  by  factor  income  and  by  industry,  personal 
income,  consumers’  expenditure  and  gross  domestic 
fixed  capital  formation  by  selected  industry.  A  new 
analysis  of  personal  income  by  type  of  income  is 
included  and  for  the  first  time  manufacturing  GDP  by 
region  is  subdivided  into  broad  industrial  groups.  The 
tables  which  contain  industrial  analyses  are  now 
classified  in  accordance  with  the  Standard  Industrial 
Classification,  Revised  1980.  The  regional  analysis  of 
consumers’  expenditure  has  also  been  revised  in  line 
with  the  classification  by  purpose  introduced  in  the 
national  accounts. 

The  tables  show  figures  for  1978  to  1981  for  all  the 
above  items  and  total  regional  GDP  for  1971  to  1981 
and  the  article  includes  a  commentary  on  recent  trends 
in  regional  GDP  and  on  the  industrial  structure  of  each 
region.  It  also  includes  commentary  on  personal 
incomes,  consumers’  expenditure  and  gross  domestic 
fixed  capital  formation. 


Ref  mace 

Economic  Trends  No.  361,  November  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net) 


Welsh  Local  Government  Financial  Statistics 

The  seventh  edition  of  Welsh  Local  Government 
Financial  Statistics  was  published  in  January  1984.  This 
publication  is  the  main  source  of  information  on 
expenditure  by  local  authorities  in  Wales.  The  volume 
gives  detailed  information  on  revenue  and  capital 
expenditure  in  1981/82  together  with  some  historical 
data.  Summary  data  giving  budgets  for  1983/84  and 
provisional  outturn  for  1982/83  is  also  presented.  In 
addition  information  on  rates,  rateable  values  and  rate 
rebates  for  1983/84  is  given.  Finally  the  publication 
tabulates  summary  data  on  the  rate  support  grant  and 
other  financial  assistance  by  central  government  in 
recent  years. 


I 
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Reference 

Welsh  Local  Government  Financial  Statistics,  available  from  the  Publications  Unit, 
Economic  and  Statistical  Services  Division,  Welsh  Office,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff 
CFl  3NQ  (Price  £3.(X)  including  postage) 

Changes  to  FT- Actuaries  indices  ‘ 

The  Financial  Times,  13  December  1983,  reported  that  i 
it  had  been  decided  at  the  year-end  review  of  the  FT- 
Actuaries  share  indices  to  sub-divide  the  ‘Electricals’ 

(04)  sub-section. 

From  3  January  1984,  the  Engineering  Contractors’  i 
(05)  sub-section  would  be  discontinued  and  replaced  by 
a  new  ‘Electronics’  sub-section  which  would  take  the  ( 
same  (05)  number.  Among  other  changes,  19  con¬ 
stituents  of  (04)  would  be  transferred  to  the  new  sub-  j 
section  (05). 


OVERSEAS  TRADE  AND  FINANCE  I 

Overseas  trade 

The  1982  volume  of  the  Overseas  Trade  Statistics  of  the  , 
United  Kingdom  was  published  on  23  December  1983.  ! 

The  statistics  contained  in  the  publication  have  been 
compiled  from  the  declarations  which  are  made  to  HM  ; 
Customs  and  Excise  by  importers  and  exporters  or  their  j 
agents,  and  which  are  subject  to  verification  by 
Customs  officials.  Updated  information  taking  into 
account  corrections  notified  to  HM  Customs  and  Excise  | 
Statistical  Office  after  the  monthly  figures  were  com¬ 
piled  are  included. 


Reference 

Overseas  Trade  Statistics  of  the  United  Kingdom  1982  (HMSO)  (Price  £14.95  net) 

Bill  of  entry  system  review 

The  Customs  Statistical  Office  is  reviewing  its  process¬ 
ing  system  for  overseas  trade  statistics.  The  Statistical 
Office  already  consults  industry  and  there  is  a  continu¬ 
ing  programme  of  discussions  with  trade  associations. 
This  review  is  concerned  with  the  adequacy  of  the 
present  bill  of  entry  service  -  whether  for  instance  there 
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is  a  demand  for  further  analyses  such  as  moving  annual 
totals,  and  commodity  and/or  country  groupings,  and 
with  possible  future  changes  in  customers’  needs. 

Information  is  also  needed  about  dissemination  of 
statistical  material  -  would  customers,  for  example, 
welcome  on-line  access  to  a  data  bank  through  view¬ 
data,  or  would  they  prefer  to  receive  data  on  a  floppy 
disk  to  feed  directly  into  their  own  micro  system. 

The  review  is  being  carried  out  by  Ralph  Schiller  and 
Don  Morley  who  would  welcome  comments.  They  can 
be  contacted  at: 

HM  Customs  and  Excise 
Statistical  Office 
Room  1007A 
Portcullis  House 
Victoria  Avenue 
Southend-on-Sea  SE2  6AL 
(Tel.  0702-49421  Exts.  377/203) 

Import  penetration  and  export  sales  ratios  for  manufac¬ 
turing  industry 

Recently  published  Business  Monitor  MQ12  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1983  is  the  first  to  be  compiled  on  the  basis 
of  the  new  Standard  Industrial  Classification  1980. 
Figures  on  the  new  basis  at  a  broad  level  were  published 
with  an  introductory  article  in  the  25th  November  1983 
edition  of  British  business.  This  article  also  gave  the 
equivalent  figures  for  manufacturing  industry  on  the 
basis  of  the  old  Standard  Industrial  Classification  1968. 
An  article  in  Economic  Trends  giving  a  longer  back  run 
of  the  ratios  together  with  a  descriptive  commentary  is 
planned  for  release  at  a  later  date. 

Reference 

Business  Monitor  MQI2  Import  penetration  and  export  sales  ratios  for  manufactur¬ 
ing  industry  available  on  annual  subscription  from  HMSO  at  the  address  in  the 
inside  front  cover.  For  further  information  contact  the  Business  Statistics  Office 
Library.  Government  Buildings,  Cardiff  Road,  Newport,  Gwent.  NP7  IXG; 
Telephone:  Newport  (0633)  56111,  extension  2973. 

British  Overseas  Aid  1982 

In  1982  the  sub-committee  on  Overseas  Development  of 
the  House  of  Commons  Select  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  proposed  that  the  Overseas  Development 
Administration  (ODA)  produce  an  annual  review. 
British  Overseas  Aid  1982  is  the  first  of  the  resultant 
new  annual  series  and  covers  ODA  activities  in  the 
calendar  year  1982. 

In  1982  British  net  official  development  assistance 
amounted  to  just  over  £1  billion,  equivalent  to  0.37  per 
cent  of  Britain’s  gross  national  product.  The  pro¬ 
gramme  includes  both  contributions  to  multilateral  aid 
organisations  and  the  Governments  own  bilateral  aid 
activities. 

The  volume,  which  contains  both  data  and  commen¬ 
tary,  shows  gross  public  expenditure  on  overseas  aid, 
world  and  UK  aid  flows,  bilateral  country  programmes 


(for  individual  countries  which  are  grouped  together  by 
geographic  region),  aid  by  sectors  (renewable  natural 
resources,  mining,  manufacturing,  etc.),  technical-co- 
operation,  aid,  trade  and  private  sector  flows, 
multilateral  aid  and  emergency  relief. 

Two  special  articles  by  ODA  officials  are  also 
included.  The  first,  ‘A  Review  of  Development  Theory 
and  Practice’,  summarises  trends  in  thinking  about  aid 
and  development,  and  the  second,  ‘A  Note  on  Sector 
Aid’,  shows  the  practical  results  of  such  thought  in  one 
area;  the  adaptation  of  aid  in  order  to  support  policy 
reforms  in  particular  sectors,  of  the  economies  of 
developing  countries. 

Finally,  a  Statistical  Appendix  provides  a  more 
detailed  breakdown  of  bilateral  aid  in  1982,  and  of 
bilateral  technical  co-operation  and  multilateral  aid, 
1980-82. 

Reference 

British  Overseas  Aid  1982  (ODA  November  1983)  is  available  through  HMSO  (price 
£4.95  net). 

British  Aid  Statistics  1978-1982 
The  Overseas  Development  Administration  has  recently 
published  the  18th  edition  of  British  Aid  Statistics.  The 
volume  is  produced  annually  to  show  in  some  detail 
flows  of  UK  overseas  aid  for  economic  and  social 
development.  This  latest  edition  contains  major  changes 
to  the  content  and  layout  and  to  some  definitions.  The 
revised  content  focuses  attention  on  a  single  measure  of 
aid — gross  public  expenditure  on  overseas  aid.  The 
layout  has  been  changed  to  give:  a  summary  of  the 
United  Kingdom’s  contribution  to  world  flows;  a 
summary  of  the  British  aid  programme;  details  of 
Britain’s  multilateral  aid;  an  analysis  of  project  aid  by 
economic  sectors;  details  of  technical  co-operation;  and 
an  analysis  of  each  country  programme.  The  tables  of 
manpower  and  training  by  sector  have  been  expanded  to 
cover  the  same  major  sectors  as  those  for  project  aid 
and,  for  the  first  time,  details  of  the  schemes  for 
funding  experts,  students  and  trainees  are  given. 

Reference 

British  Aid  Statistics  1978-1982  (Price  £5.50  including  postage)  can  be  obtained 
from  The  Library,  Overseas  Development  Administration.  Eland  House.  Stag 
Place,  London  SWIE  5DH  or  from  The  Library,  Overseas  Development 
Administration.  Abercrombie  House.  Eaglesham  Road.  East  Kilbride  G75  SEA. 


ENVIRONMENT 

Environmental  protection 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Digest  of  Environmental 
Protection  and  Water  Statistics,  to  be  published  shortly, 
is  the  sixth  in  an  annual  series  which  highlight  trends  in 
some  of  the  main  aspects  of  environmental  pollution 
and  water  supply.  This  edition  includes  for  the  first 
time,  statistics  on  landscape  and  nature  conservation; 
and  ‘protection’  has  been  substituted  for  ‘pollution’  in 
the  title  to  indicate  the  wider  coverage.  Chapters  cover 
air  pollution,  freshwater  pollution,  marine  water 
pollution,  radioactivity,  solid  waste,  water  supply  and 
use,  landscape  and  nature  conservation,  and  blood  lead 
concentrations. 

Sets  of  ‘additional  tables’  are  available  from  the 
Department  separately  and  details  of  these  are  given  in 
the  Digest.  Statistics  on  noise  are  available  as  additional 
tables.  This  publication  package  is  intended  to  provide 
an  understandable  set  of  statistics  on  broad  trends  in  the 
main  publication,  whilst  allowing  users  with  an  interest 
in  particular  areas  to  purchase  sets  of  more  detailed 
tables. 

Reference 

Digest  of  Environmental  Protection  and  Water  Statistics  1983  (HMSO  1984)  (Price 
£7.50  net) 

RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

Annual  review  of  research  and  development 

Recently  published  is  the  first  Annual  Review  of 
Government  Funded  R&D. 

The  objectives  of  the  annual  review  of  R&D  are  to 
bring  together  the  various  elements  of  Government 
R&D  expenditures  in  order  that  the  overall  balance  can 
be  examined,  overlaps  and  duplications  identified  and 
omissions  recognised.  The  Advisory  Council  for 
Applied  Research  and  Development  (ACARD)  was 
invited  to  give  its  independent  advice,  and  the  review’s 
findings  with  ACARD’s  views  are  a  contribution  to 
Public  Expenditure  Survey  discussions. 

The  review  presents  expenditure  figures  for 
Government  Departments’  principal  R&D  programmes 
for  the  years  1977/78  to  1981/82,  analysed  by  main 
areas  of  activity  and  by  the  sections  carrying  out  the 
work.  Each  programme  is  accompanied  by  a  brief 
statement  of  its  objectives.  There  is  a  commentary 
section  which  explains  the  background  to  the  review  and 
gives  some  very  brief  comments  on  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  recent  years. 

Reference 

Annual  Review  of  Government  Funded  R&D  1983  (HMSO  January  1984)  (Price 
£5.00  net)  ISBN  0  11  630825  7 


Industrial  research  and  development 

Preliminary  results  of  a  survey  into  industrial  research 
and  development  (R&D)  in  1981  were  published  in 
British  business  9  December  1983.  This  is  the  most 
recent  in  a  series  of  surveys  which  began  in  1964. 

The  inquiry  covered  private  industry,  public  cor¬ 
porations  and  research  associations.  Information  was 
collected  on  expenditure  on,  and  employment  in,  intra- 
murally  performed  R&D  for  1981  or  an  appropriate 
financial  year.  Analyses  have  been  made  by  type  of 
expenditure  (current  or  capital),  product  group  of 
research,  type  of  research  (basic,  applied  or  develop¬ 
ment),  and  by  sources  of  funds  (Government,  overseas, 
other).  The  analyses  of  product  group  was  in  terms  of 
the  1980  Standard  Industrial  Classification  for  the  first 
time  and  forty  product  groups  were  distinguished. 

Price  indices  which  estimate  broadly  the  cost  of 
research  and  development  were  used  to  deflate 
expenditure  figures  to  1975  prices  thus  facilitating  com¬ 
parisons  between  different  years.  This  shows  that 
overall  there  was  a  six  per  cent  increase  between  1978 
and  1981  to  the  highest  recorded  level.  The  increase  was 
not  uniform  across  all  product  groups.  Marked 
increases  were  shown  by  aerospace  products  at  18  per 
cent  and  by  electronic  products  at  16  per  cent. 

Full  information  about  earlier  surveys  can  be  found 
in  Business  Monitor  MOM,  1978,  Industrial  research 
and  development  expenditure  and  employment.  A 
further  edition  of  the  Business  Monitor,  for  1981,  will 
appear  early  in  1984  and  will  give  the  1981  results  in 
greater  detail. 

Further  information  about  R&D  statistics  may  be 
obtained  from: 

Statistics  2C,  Room  343, 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
Sanctuary  Buildings 
16-20  Great  Smith  Street 
London  SWIP  3DB. 

(Telephone  01-215  3177) 

Reference 

British  business  9  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £1.10  net) 

Business  Monitor  MON  Industrial  research  and  development  expenditure  and 
employment  1978  (HMSO  1980)  (Price  £3.50  net) 

INTERNATIONAL 

Taxes  and  social  security  contributions:  international 
comparisons 

An  article  published  in  the  December  1983  issue  of 
Economic  Trends  gives  comparison  of  taxation  in 
twenty  countries  within  the  Organisation  of  Economic 
Co-operation  and  Development  (OECD)  for  the  years 
1971  to  1981.  The  tables  are  based  mainly  on  national 
accounts  returns  supplied  to  OECD  by  member 
countries  and  show,  for  each  country,  total  taxes  and 
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social  security  contributions  as  a  percentage  of  gross 
national  product;  main  categories  of  tax  as  percentages 
of  gross  national  product  and  total  taxation;  and  taxes 
on  income  and  social  security  contributions  paid  by 
households  as  a  percentage  of  total  personal  income. 
Also  included  are  provisional  figures  for  1982  derived 
from  Revenue  Statistics  of  OECD  Member  Countries 
1965-1982. 

Reference 

Economic  Trends,  No.  362,  December  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10.75  net). 

Revenue  Statistics  of  OECD  Member  Countries  1965-1982  (OECD,  Paris  1983) 
available  from  HMSO  (Price  £9.20  net) 

Income,  saving  and  wealth:  the  effects  of  inflation 
The  Report  of  a  study  Measuring  the  -Effects  of 
Inflation  on  Income,  Saving  and  Wealth  was  published 
in  November  1983.  This  study  was  commissioned  by  the 
Organisation  for  Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development  (OECD)  and  the  Statistical  Office  of  the 
European  Communities  (SOEC).  The  Report  was 
prepared  by  Jack  Hibbert,  Consultant  to  the  OECD  and 
to  the  SOEC.  It  deals  with  the  definition  and 
measurement  of  inflation  gains  and  losses  in  the 
framework  of  the  national  accounts.  Data  for  six 
OECD  countries  show  the  impact  of  inflation  on 
various  types  of  assets  and  liabilities  during  the  last 
decade.  They  show  the  distribution  of  inflation  gains 
and  losses  between  households,  business  and 
government,  and  can  be  used  to  calculate  alternative 
measures  of  income  and  saving.  Contemporary 
developments  in  commercial  accounting,  where  the 
effects  of  changing  price  levels  on  the  measurement  of 
profits  has  received  much  attention  in  recent  years,  were 
taken  into  account  as  part  of  the  study. 

The  main  body  of  the  Report  comprises  five  chapters. 
A  summary  of  the  main  conclusions  reached  and 
recommendations  made  is  given  in  Chapter  1.  An 
examination  of  the  theoretical  problems  of  measuring 
income  and  saving  during  periods  of  inflation  is  made 
in  Chapter  2,  together  with  consideration  of  whether  the 
existing  national  accounts  concepts  need  to  be  modified. 
Chapter  3  covers  specific  problems  arising  in  the 
compilation  of  integrated  balance  sheets.  Flow  and 
reconciliation  accounts  are  examined  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  idea  of  developing  such  statistics  in  money  terms 
and  also  in  terms  of  current  and  constant  purchasing 
power.  Chapter  4  then  develops  these  ideas  and  shows 
how  holding  gains  and  losses  can  be  seen  as  part  of  a 
relatively  simple  system  of  accounting  for  changes  in  the 
net  worth  of  institutional  assets.  Chapter  5  then 
comments  on  illustrative  estimates  compiled  for 
Canada,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  France, 
Japan,  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  most  years  from  1970  to  1979.  The 
estimates  are  given  in  the  statistical  appendix  in  the 


form  of  tables  representing  summary  balance  sheet  flow 
and  reconciliation  accounts  for  the  main  institutional 
sectors  in  the  above  six  countries.  The  tables  are 
presented  in  a  standard  form.  For  each  institutional 
sector  distinguished  there  are  three  versions  of  the  same 
basic  data -Table  A  in  money  terms.  Table  B  in  terms 
of  current  year  purchasing  power,  and  Table  C  in  terms 
of  the  purchasing  power  of  the  year  1975. 

Reference 

Measuring  the  effects  of  Inflation  on  Income,  Saving  and  Wealth  (OECD  1983)  is 
obtainable  from  HMSO  (Price  £7.00  net)  ISBN  92  64  12449  7 


PUBLICATIONS 

Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  1984  Edition 
The  one  hundred  and  twentieth  edition  of  the  Annual 
Abstract  was  published  on  10  January  1984. 
Approximately  350  tables  providing  economic, 
industrial  and  social  statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom 
are  included.  In  some  sections  the  tables  have  been 
renumbered  and  a  complete  list  of  the  old/new  numbers 
is  given  on  page  iv  of  the  Abstract. 

The  majority  of  the  tables  give  annual  figures  from 
1972  to  1982,  where  available,  and  some  include 
monthly  data  to  early  1983.  Current  series  for  many  of 
the  tables  published  in  the  Abstract  are  contained  in  the 
Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics,  Economic  Trends  and 
Financial  Statistics.  Regional  information,  supple¬ 
mentary  to  the  national  figures  in  the  Abstract  is 
published  in  Regional  Trends.  All  of  these  publications 
are  prepared  by  the  Central  Statistical  Office. 

Changes  in  content  this  year  include  the  addition  of 
nine  new  tables -Total  acceptances  for  settlement  on 
arrival;  Private  households  with  usual  residents; 
Parliamentary  by-elections;  Motor  trades:  commodity 
sales;  Catering  and  allied  trades;  Consumers’  expendi¬ 
ture:  classified  by  commodity  (two  tables);  Expenditure 
on  pollution  control;  and  the  Purchasing  power  of  the 
pound.  Four  tables  were  deleted -Age  distribution  of 
the  Total  population;  Family  size;  Numbers  unem¬ 
ployed;  and  Total  expenditure  on  highways.  Many 
series  hitherto  shown  in  1975  prices  or  on  base 
1975  =  100  have  been  rebased  onto  1980=  100  and  most 
series  classified  to  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
1%8  have  been  reclassifed  to  the  revised  1980  classifi¬ 
cation.  Tables  6.8  to  6.10  have  been  changed  to  the  new 
claimant  basis  for  recording  unemployment. 

Rcfcrencf 

Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics.  No.  120,  Edition  (HMSO)  (Price  £17.95  net) 
ISBN  0  11  620100  2* 
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Economic  Trends  Annual  Supplement 

The  1984  edition  of  the  Economic  Trends  Annual 
Supplement  was  published  on  16  January  1984.  This 
ninth  issue  of  the  Supplement  brings  together  long  runs 
of  quarterly  and  annual  data  for  the  key  series  of 
economic  statistics  which  are  included  in  the  monthly 
Economic  Trends.  It  is  of  special  value  to  economists, 
planners,  analysts  and  academic  researchers.  Some  300 
series  are  included,  linked  to  give  continuous  runs  as  far 
back  as  possible  in  the  post- 1945  period.  In  many  cases 
there  are  both  seasonally  adjusted  and  unadjusted 
figures  and  over  half  the  series  span  twenty  five  years  or 
more.  Tables  in  the  Supplement  are  backed  by  concise 
notes  and  definitions  and  an  index  to  further,  more 
detailed  sources. 

There  is  one  new  table  this  year  ‘UK  public  sector  and 
private  sector  employment’.  Many  series  previously 
showing  1975  prices  or  on  1975=  100  base  have  been 
rebased  onto  1980  prices  or  1980=100  base.  The 
replacement  of  the  1968  Standard  Industrial  Classifi¬ 
cation  by  the  1980  Classification  has  also  resulted  in 
changes  to  series  such  as  the  Index  of  Output  of  the 
Production  and  Construction  Industries  (formerly 
Index  of  Industrial  Production);  Index  numbers  of 
output  at  constant  factor  cost;  Output  per  person 
employed;  Consumers’  expenditure;  and  Stock  changes 
and  ratios. 

Other  changes  include,  in  the  GDP  expenditure  tables 
(pages  8  to  17)  General  government  final  consumption 
columns  showing  Central  government  and  Local 
authorities  separately.  On  pages  18  to  22  an  additional 
column  now  gives  index  numbers  of  Real  personal 
disposable  income  on  1980=100  base.  The  Producers 
prices  index  replaces  Wholesale  prices  index  (pages  1 14 
to  117)  and  similarly  in  the  Measures  of  trade 
competitiveness  tables  Real  producer  prices  replace  Real 
wholesale  prices.  The  World  commodity  prices  index 
has  been  dropped  from  the  Visible  trade  tables. 

Reference 

Economic  Trends  Annual  Supplement  No.  9,  1984  Edition  (HMSO)  (Price  £13.50 
net)  ISBN  0  II  620093  6 

Economic  Trends  (HMSO  monthly)  (Price  £1 1 .25  net,  annual  subscription  £149.25 
including  Supplement) 

Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics  and  Annual  Supplement 

The  review  of  the  Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics  (see 
Statistical  News  62.27)  has  been  completed  with  the 
final  changes  being  made  in  the  November  1983  issue. 
Three  new  tables  have  been  introduced;  ‘Production  of 
selected  organic  chemicals’  (table  9.5),  ‘General  index 
of  retail  prices  (all  items)’  (table  18.3),  a  long  run  of 
monthly  figures  from  1962  to  date,  and  ‘Internal 
purchasing  power  of  the  pound  (based  on  RPI)’  (table 
18.4).  Sixteen  tables  have  been  deleted.  Some  other 
tables  have  been  combined  and  the  format  of  the  table 
on  alcoholic  drinks  (6.14)  has  been  altered  as  a  result  of 


changes  affecting  the  compilation  of  spirits  statistics. 

The  1984  Monthly  Digest  Annual  Supplement  was 
published  with  the  March  issue.  This  edition  replaces 
the  one  published  in  January  1983.  The  definitions 
relate  to  the  tables  as  they  appear  in  issue  No.  457  of  the 
Monthly  Digest  for  January  1984.  If  further  new  series 
are  added  or  changes  made  in  the  content  before  the 
next  edition  of  the  Supplement  additional  definitions 
will  be  given,  where  necessary,  in  the  footnotes  to  the 
tables  in  the  Digest.  The  definitions  in  the  Supplement 
also  apply  to  corresponding  items  in  the  Annual 
Abstract  of  Statistics  and  Regional  Trends. 

Reference 

Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics  (HMSO)  (Price  £6.30  net  -  annual  subscription  includ¬ 
ing  Supplement  £78.35  net) 

Monthly  Digest  of  Statistics  Supplement  of  Def  initions  and  Explanatory  Notes  1984 
Edition  (HMSO)  (Price  £2.75  net) 

Computerisation  of  Financial  Statistics 
Regular  users  of  Financial  Statistics  will  have  observed 
that  recent  issues  have  been  produced  entirely  by  direct 
reproduction  of  output  from  the  CSO  computer.  This  is 
the  first  of  the  CSO  monthlies  to  be  produced  in  this 
way  although  parts  of  Economic  Trends  and  Financial 
Statistics  have  used  camera-ready  output  for  some  time; 
so  too  did  tables  and  text  in  the  1983  issue  of  United 
Kingdom  Balance  of  Payments  and  the  tables  in  the 
1983  issue  of  National  Income  and  Expenditure. 

The  benefits  of  computerisation  are  considerable. 
Most  noticeable  will  be  that  the  CSO  will  be  able  to 
retain  the  1983  cover  price  (£8.25  per  issue)  throughout 
1984,  despite  inflation  and  despite  falling  sales  during 
1983.  Another  advantage  is  that  the  printing  timetable 
is  much  shortened.  There  is  no  need  for  a  ‘copy’  stage, 
so  that  suppliers  of  data  can  be  given  later  deadlines, 
and  the  publication  can  be  much  more  up-to-date.  An 
important  consideration  has  been  the  availability  of 
monthly  banking  and  money  supply  data  which  are 
produced  to  a  schedule  based  on  the  banking  month 
which  has  in  the  past  put  a  strain  on  the  calender  month 
timetable  for  Financial  Statistics.  These  data  are  now 
entered  on  to  the  CSO  database  from  a  magnetic  tape 
supplied  by  the  Bank  of  England  as  soon  as  they  are 
made  public. 

All  but  a  few  of  the  series  which  go  to  make  up  the 
publication  are  held  on  the  computer,  and  are  released 
by  the  CSO  Databank  often  a  week  or  more  before  the 
printed  publication.  They  are  available  in  printout, 
microfiche  or  computer  readable  form,  and  are  linked 
to  the  publication  by  the  four  letter  identifiers  which 
appear  in  each  column.  It  is  intended  that  the  same  four 
letter  identifier  should  be  attached  to  a  series  wherever 
it  appears  in  Financial  Statistics,  as  a  guarantee  of 
consistency.  However,  one  of  the  teething  troubles  of 
the  new  system  is  that  not  all  of  the  identities  have  been 
recognised,  particularly  between  series  in  the  supple- 
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mentary  tables  which  were  computerised  early  and 
appear  less  frequently,  and  series  in  the  main  body  of 
the  publication.  The  series  not  held  on  the  Databank  are 
those  which  are  not  regular  time  series  -  see  for  example 
table  3.15  (which  is  a  list  of  issues  and  redemptions  of 
government  stock)  and  the  tables  in  Section  13  which 
are  lists  of  changes  in  interest  rates. 

The  next  issue  of  the  Financial  Statistics  Explanatory 
Handbook  is  also  to  be  produced  from  camera-ready 
copy.  As  a  publication  of  text  rather  than  tables,  the 
savings  are  not  so  great  although  the  1983  price  will  be 
maintained.  It  is  intended  that  the  computer  file  will  be 
kept  up-to-date  with  changes  throughout  the  year,  so 
that  the  production  time  will  in  future  be  shorter.  With 
some  reorganisation  of  other  procedures  fot  preparing 
the  Handbook  we  hope  to  produce  the  1984  issue  two 
months  earlier  than  in  previous  years. 

References 

Financial  Statistics  (HMSO,  monthly)  (Price  £8.25  net) 

Financial  Statistics  Explanatory  Handbook  (HMSO  March  1984)  (Price  £8.25  net) 
(TSO  Databank  (Rates  on  application  to  SIA  Computer  Services,  Ebury  Gate,  23 
Lower  Belgrave  Street,  London  SWIW  ONW) 

Bank  of  England  Quarterly  Bulletin 

In  addition  to  regular  articles  providing  commentary  on 
recent  developments  in  the  United  Kingdom  economy, 
and  on  domestic  and  international  financial  markets, 
the  December  issue  of  the  Bank’s  Quarterly  Bulletin 
contains  the  following  items: 

The  provision  of  pensions 

Lord  Richardson,  former  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  gave  the  third  Shell  International  Lecture  at  St 
Andrews  on  2  November  1983  in  which  he  outlined  the 
origins  of  present  pension  arrangements  and  went  on  to 
discuss  a  number  of  questions  raised  by  them.  These 
questions  included  the  future  burden  of  pensions,  the 
effect  of  occupational  pension  schemes  on  labour 
mobility,  tax  treatment  of  contributions  and  the  legal 
rights  of  pension  fund  members.  Finally,  Lord 
Richardson  commented  on  the  role  of  the  pension  funds 
in  the  capital  market. 

Distribution  of  the  national  debt:  end-March  1983 
This  article,  which  continues  an  annual  series,  analyses 
the  national  debt  by  instrument  and  by  holders.  The 
article  also  describes  changes  in  the  role  of  the  wider 
concept  of  public  sector  debt  in  private  sector  portfolios 
over  the  last  15  years  or  so. 

External  flows  and  broad  money 
This  article  considers  some  of  the  analytical  and 
statistical  implications  for  the  measurement  and 
interpretation  of  broad  money  of  the  increasing 
tendency  towards  international  substitution  between 
assets,  including  bank  deposits,  denominated  in 
different  currencies.  An  alternative  presentation  of 
credit  counterparts  to  changes  in  sterling  M3  is  also 
described. 


Real  short-term  interest  rates 

This  supplementary  note  to  the  Economic  commentary 
explains  that  there  is  no  single  real  interest  rate  which 
adequately  reflects  the  cost  of  borrowing  for  all 
purposes.  It  therefore  sets  out  in  taxonomic  fashion 
various  considerations  affecting  a  selection  of  real  rate 
measures  for  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States 
and  Germany  which  are  illustrated  in  charts. 

The  financial  structure  and  operations  of  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF) 

The  recent  dramatic  expansion  in  the  scale  of  its 
financial  assistance  has  focussed  increasing  attention  on 
the  activities  of  the  IMF.  This  article  offers  a  guide  to 
the  technical  aspects  of  the  policies  and  procedures 
under  which  the  Fund  extends  financial  assistance  to 
members. 

Deflation  and  scaling  of  international  bank  lending 
This  note  describes  some  alternative  methods  of 
deflating  or  scaling  the  nominal  stock  of  bank  lending, 
as  an  aid  to  interpreting  changes  in  the  stock  of  bank 
debt  from,  the  borrowers  perspective. 

Speeches  by  the  Governors  and  senior  officials 
The  Bulletin  also  reprints  speeches  by  the  Governor  to 
the  Lord  Mayor’s  annual  Mansion  House  dinner,  and  to 
the  Chartered  Institute  of  Public  Finance  and 
Accountancy  on  the  financial  environment  for  local 
authorities;  by  the  Deputy  Governor  to  the  sixteenth 
world  congress  of  the  International  Union  of  Building 
Societies  and  Saving  Associations  on  world  economic 
developments,  and  to  the  ninth  annual  conference  of  the 
International  Herald  Tribune  on  the  role  of  the 
exchange  rate;  by  Mr  D  A  Walker,  an  executive 
director,  on  regulation  in  financial  markets;  and  by  Mr 
Brian  Quinn,  an  assistant  director,  giving  a  central 
banker’s  view  of  international  debt  problems. 

Short  notes 

The  Quarterly  Bulletin  also  contains  a  note  explaining  a 
revised  presentation  of  banking  statistics  analysed  by 
groups  of  banks,  tables  updating  previous  information 
on  the  financing  of  North  Sea  oil,  and  a  note  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Bank’s  Panel  of  Academic  Consultants 
on  monetary  trends  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Bank’s  Quarterly  Bulletin  (at  £6.00  per  copy) 
may  be  obtained  from: 

Bulletin  Group,  Economics  Division, 

Bank  of  England,  Threadneedle  Street, 

LONDON  EC2R  8AH 

Northern  Ireland  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics 
The  second  edition  of  the  Northern  Ireland  Annual 
Abstract  was  published  by  HMSO  for  the  Department 
of  Finance  and  Personnel  (NI)  on  12  December  1983. 

Reference 

Northern  Ireland  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  No.  2  1983  (HMSO)  (Price  £10,50 
net) 
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Scottish  Economic  Bulletin  including  the  ‘poverty  trap’  are  discussed.  Particular 

The  latest  edition  of  the  Scottish  Economic  Bulletin,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  accessibility  of  the  analysis, 

published  in  January,  contains  an  economic  review  The  last  section  describes  a  range  of  programs  which  are 

which  focuses  mainly  on  manufacturing,  articles  on  available  for  use  on  micro-computers. 

‘Electronics  manpower  in  Scotland  in  the  mid-1980s’ 
and  on  ‘Manufacturing  employment  change  in  the 

_  .  ,  .  r  L  »  j  1  National  Institute  Economic  Review  No.  106  November  1983,  available  from  the 

Scottish  regions,  components  of  change  ,  and  also  National  institute  of  Economic  and  Sodal  Research,  2  Dean  Trench  street,  smith 

revised  and  updated  charts  and  statistics.  square,  London  SWIP  3HE  (Price  £7.43  including  postage) 


Reference 

Scottish  Economic  Bulletin,  No  28  (HMSO  1984)  (Price  £6.00  net) 

British  Telecom  statistics 

Statistics  1983  was  published  in  November  by  British 
Telecom.  This  volume,  the  latest  in  an  annual  series, 
gives  data  on  telephone,  telegraph  and  telex  services 
operated  by  British  Telecom,  mostly  up  to  the  end  of 
March  1983.  Comparative  data  for  previous  years  are 
also  given. 

The  publication  covers  numbers  of  telephone 
stations,  telephone  densities,  exchange  connexions, 
equipment  and  line  plant  and  telephone  traffic. 
Telegraph  equipment  and  traffic,  and  telex  traffic, 
exchange  and  connexion  statistics  are  also  included. 
Details  are  shown  of  manpower,  motor  transport  and 
also  of  expenditure  and  income. 

Reference 

Statistics  1983  is  available  from  British  Telecom  Headquarters,  Organisation, 
Performance  and  Systems  Department,  (OPS  1.2,1),  Leith  House,  47/57  Gresham 
Street,  London  EC2V  7JL.  (Price  £10.00  including  postage) 

National  Institute  Economic  Review 

The  latest  issue  of  the  National  Institute  Economic 

Review  includes  the  following  special  articles: 

The  Diffusion  of  Mature  Technologies 
This  article,  by  G  F  Ray,  investigates  the  international 
dissemination  of  major  production  processes,  intro¬ 
duced  after  the  war,  in  the  steel,  bricks,  glass,  cotton 
and  engineering  industries.  The  course  of  the  diffusion 
of  six  new  mature  technologies  over  time,  their  develop¬ 
ment  since  the  original  introduction,  the  decline -or,  in 
some  cases,  survival  -  of  the  earlier  production  methods 
and  other  aspects  are  the  subject  of  the  analysis. 

The  Analysis  of  Personal  Taxation  and  Social  Security 
The  second  article,  by  A  B  Atkinson,  M  A  King  and  H 
Sutherland,  describes  research  on  the  analysis  of  the 
consequences  of  changes  in  personal  taxation  and  social 
security,  carried  out  as  part  of  the  Social  Science 
Research  Council  Programme  on  Taxation,  Incentives 
and  the  Distribution  of  Income.  It  shows  how  data  from 
the  Family  Expenditure  Survey  can  be  used  to  see  who 
gains  and  who  loses  from  policy  changes,  illustrating 
this  by  an  examination  of  proposals  for  a  tax  credit 
scheme.  The  incorporation  of  changes  in  behaviour, 
and  the  effect  of  taxes  and  benefits  on  incentives. 


International  publications 

The  following  have  recently  been  published  and  are 
available  from  HMSO: 

United  Nations 

Conference  on  Trade  and  Development 
Handbook  of  international  trade  and  development 
statistics  1983,  price  £56.25  net. 

Department  of  International  Economic  and  Social 
Affairs 

1981  Statistical  Yearbook,  thirty  second  issue,  price 
bound  £58.50  net,  paperback  £49.50  net. 

World  Economic  Survey  1983,  current  trends  and 
policies  in  the  world  economy,  price  £9.90  net. 
World  statistics  in  brief.  Statistical  papers  series  V, 
United  Nations  statistical  pocketbooks,  price 
£2.70  net. 

1981  Yearbook  of  International  Trade  Statistics, 
Volume  I  Trade  by  Commodity,  Volume  II  Trade 
by  Commodity  -  Commodity  Matrix  Tables, 
price  £67.50  for  two  volumes. 

Economic  and  Social  Commission  for  Asia  and  the 
Pacific 

Foreign  trade  statistics  of  Asia  and  the  Pacific 
Volume  13  series  B  1977-80,  price  £11.25  net. 
Economic  Commission  for  Europe 
Annual  Bulletin  of  Coal  Statistics  for  Europe 
Volume  XVII  1982,  price  £9.90  net. 

Annual  Bulletin  of  Housing  and  Building  Statistics 
for  Europe  Volume  XXVI  1982,  price  £11.25 
net. 

Annual  Bulletin  of  Steel  Statistics  Volume  X  1982, 
price  £9.90  net. 

Food  and  Agricultural  Organisation  (FAO) 

FAO  Statistics  Series 

No.  48  1982  FAO  Fertilizer  Yearbook  Volume  32, 
price  £9.60  net. 

No.  50  World  statistical  compendium  for  raw  hides 
and  skins,  leather  and  leather  footwear  1961-1982. 
1983  revised  and  updated  edition,  price  £8.80  net. 

International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF) 

Direction  of  trade  statistics  Yearbook  1983,  price 
£6.80  net. 

International  Financial  Statistics  Yearbook  1983, 
price  £14.50  net. 
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OECD 

The  Engineering  Industries  in  OECD  Member 
I  Countries:  Basic  Statistics  1977-1980.  Deliveries 

)  of  ‘100’  Selected  Products,  price  £5.00  net. 

I  Department  of  Economics  and  Statistics 
/  National  Accounts  of  OECD  countries:  Volume  2, 

1  Detailed  tables  1964-81,  price  £12.00  net. 

Statistical  Office  of  the  European  Communities  (SOEC) 
Analytical  Tables  of  Foreign  Trade  SITC/CTCI 
Rev.2- 1982  Imports  and  Exports,  twelve  volumes, 
price  £17.40  net  per  volume. 

/  EC-ACP  trade:  a  statistical  analysis,  1970-81,  price 
I  £3.90  net. 

I  Labour  Force  Sample  Survey  1981,  price  £3.10  net. 

(  Operation  of  Nuclear  Power  Stations  1982,  price 
£6.40  net. 

Statistical  Yearbook  Transport,  Communications, 

.  Tourism  1981,  price  £16.00  net. 

Yearbookof  Fisheries  Statistics  1983,  price  ii.lO  net. 

( 

Readers  should  note  that  publications  of  international 
organisations  are  subject  to  price  changes. 

World  Fertility  Survey 

■  Recent  publications  by  this  world-wide  survey  of 

j  possible  interest  to  readers  of  Statistical  News  include: 

/  Scientific  report  series 

•  No.  44  Evaluation  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago 

•  Fertility  Survey  1977  by  Desmond  Hunte. 
Comparative  studies 

’  No.  22  Cohort  Nuptiality  in  Asia  and  the  Pacific:  An 

Analysis  of  WFS  Surveys  by  Peter  C.  Smith, 

-  Mohammed  Shahidullah  and  Adelamar  N. 
Alcantara. 

i  No.  24  Infant  and  Child  Mortality:  Levels,  Trends 

-  and  Demographic  Differentials  by  Shea 
Oscar  Rutstein. 

s  Further  information  about  these  and  other  WFS 

5  publications  can  be  obtained  from: 

'•  Publications  Office 

>  I  International  Statistical  Institute 

j  428  Prinses  Beatrixlaan 

PO  Box  950 
2270  AZ  Voorburg 
Netherlands 

CONFERENCES  AND  MEETINGS 

'•  I 

•  Conference  of  European  Statisticians: 

Meeting  on  Statistical  Methodology 
(21-24  November  1983) 

:e  This  meeting  was  attended  by  representatives  of  the 

Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys,  the 
1,  Business  Statistics  Office  and  the  Central  Statistical 

Office.  The  agenda  covered  topics  of  possible  interest  to 


a  wide  range  of  statisticians,  connected  mainly  with 
survey  data.  They  included  linkage  of  data  from 
different  sources,  the  methodology  of  panel  surveys, 
and  non-response  problems.  Copies  of  the  papers  and 
report  may  be  obtained  (free  of  charge)  from: 
International  Section 
Central  Statistical  Office 
Great  George  Street 
London 
SWIP  3AQ 

(Telephone:  0-233  7088/7620) 

Royal  Statistical  Society,  150th  Anniversary 
To  mark  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Society  a 
conference  will  be  held  at  Imperial  College,  London,  4-6 
April  1984. 

A  full  programme  of  papers  has  been  arranged  and 
distinguished  statisticians  from  this  country  and 
overseas  will  participate. 

Social  events  include  a  reception  in  the  Banqueting 
House,  Whitehall  and  a  Conference  Dinner  at  Imperial 
College. 

Further  information  and  an  application  form  are 
available  from  the  Secretary,  Royal  Statistical  Society, 
25  Enford  Street,  London  WIH  2BH. 

Royal  Statistical  Society  Study  Group  on  the 
Government  Statistical  Service 
A  meeting  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  12  April 
1984  at  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical 
Medicine,  Manford  Theatre,  Keppel  Street,  London  W1 
at  5.(X)  p.m.  when  Ken  Wigley  will  speak  on  ‘Energy 
Forecasts’. 


GOVERNMENT  STATISTICAL  SERVICE 

Appointments  and  changes 

Mr  M.  Neifield,  Chief  Statistician,  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry,  retired  on  30  November  1983. 
MrJ.  L.  Walker,  Statistician,  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  was  promoted  to  Chief  Statistician  on 
1  November  1983. 

Mr  G.  Ernes,  Statistician,  Department  of  the 
Environment,  was  promoted  to  Chief  Statistician  on 
3  January  1984. 

Mr  G.  Jenkinson,  Statistician,  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry,  was  temporarily  promoted  to  Chief 
Statistician  on  1  December  1983. 

Mrs  A.  V.  Wheatcroft,  Statistician,  Department  of  the 
Environment,  transferred  to  the  Department  of 
Employment  on  promotion  to  Chief  Statistician  on 
30  January  1984. 
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Forty  years  on 

The  Central  Statistical  Office’s  longest  serving  member, 
Joan  Manley,  retired  at  the  end  of  December  1983,  after 
40  years  in  the  office. 

Joan  first  arrived  in  the  CSO,  then  located  in  Church 
House,  in  December  1943.  The  second  world  war  was 
still  on  and  the  CSO  was  quite  small,  around  40  people 
in  all.  The  Statisticians  of  those  days  used  slide  rules  and 
among  the  calculating  machines  then  in  use  there  was 
one  which  resembled  a  cross  between  an  abacus  and  a 
sewing  machine  whilst  others  had  originated  during  the 
first  world  war. 

Her  first  encounter  with  computers  was  in  1959  when, 
at  weekends,  she  and  others  went  to  Farnborough  in 
order  to  use  two  of  the  original  English  Electric 
computers  (commonly  called  Gert  and  Daisy).  When 
they  broke  down  (which  happened  frequently)  they  had 
to  telephone  for  a  mechanic,  who  would  eventually 
appear  on  his  bicycle. 


The  CSO  has  taken  on  many  new  tasks  over  the  years 
and  she  has  seen  the  numbers  of  staff  multiply  several 
times.  Joan  became  established,  but  had  to  revert  to 
Clerical  Assistant,  shortly  after  she  married,  in  1948. 
Within  two  years  she  became  a  Clerical  Officer  and  was 
promoted  to  Executive  Officer  in  1960,  and  to  Higher 
Executive  Officer  in  1965. 

Joan  considers  that  she  has  been  very  lucky  in  the 
people  she  has  worked  with  and  she  acknowledges  the 
help  given  her  in  her  early  days  in  the  CSO  in  particular 
by  Jack  Stafford  (who  interviewed  her  on  her  arrival), 
Reg  Beales  and  Leonard  Nicholson.  In  her  turn  she  has 
done  all  that  she  could  to  help  and  encourage  those  who 
have  worked  for  her  and  has  been  particularly  happy  to 
see  the  achievements  of  so  many  of  them.  Most  are  now 
on  their  way  up  the  executive  ladder,  some  have  become 


Statisticians,  whilst  one  who  left  the  service  is  now  a 
Barrister.  During  that  time  she  has  seen  many  arrive  as 
Assistant  Statisticians  and  become,  in  time.  Chief 
Statisticians  and  above. 

Particular  landmarks  that  Joan  recalls  during  her 
time  in  the  CSO  include  the  end  of  Saturday  morning 
working,  and  the  arrival  of  equal  pay  for  women  (albeit 
in  instalments  over  seven  years). 

To  mark  her  retirement,  Joan  was  presented,  by  Sir 
John  Boreham,  Director  of  the  CSO,  with  a  heated  tray 
and  a  cheque,  from  her  many  friends  and  colleagues. 

She  hopes  now  to  be  able  to  pick  up  many  hobbies 
which  she  pursued,  for  the  most  part  many  years  ago, 
particularly  painting  and  photography.  Both  Joan  and 
her  husband  also  enjoy  walking,  one  reason  they  chose 
to  live  in  Putney,  near  to  the  heath.  Retirement  will  also 
mean  they  will  have  more  time  to  travel  -  both  in  Britain 
and  abroad. 

Reviews  of  regular  surveys 

Set  out  below  is  a  list  of  recently  completed  category  B 
reviews  to  businesses  and  local  authorities.  These 
surveys  are  subject  to  an  internal  departmental  review 
and  a  report  which  is  monitored  by  the  Survey  Control 
Unit.  Any  enquiries  concerning  a  survey  or  its  review 
should  be  made  to  the  appropriate  departmental  contact 
point  given  below. 

I.  Surveys  to  businesses 

1.  International  Road  Haulage 

2.  Roll-on/Roll-off  Ferry  Traffic 
R  Davies 

Department  of  Transport 
2  Marsham  Street 
London  SWl 

3.  Overseas  Transactions  Inquiries  (quarterly  and 
annual)  on  Outward  Direct  Investment 

4.  Overseas  Transactions  Inquiries  (quarterly  and 
annual)  on  Inward  Direct  Investment 

W  N  C  Hall 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
16-20  Great  Smith  Street 
London  SWI 

II.  Surveys  to  local  authorities 

1.  Recruitment  to  Initial  Teacher  Training 
B  O  Longman 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 
York  Road 
London  SEl 

2.  Educational  Building 
Mrs  I  R  Magill 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 
York  Road 
London  SEl 
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